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Church Services – February 2021
Once again, due to Covid-19, we have suspended services in churches.
Writing on 12th January, I do not know what the state of play will be by the time of reading.
Church services are still allowed during Lockdown at present, but we have decided that it
is not an essential journey and it does have risks. We are giving some resources for people
to worship at home and offering some online support too.
Should you wish to know more, please go to our website and click the link to receive the
regular email update. You can unsubscribe at any time.
We continue to pray and worship in our daily lives and through using technology, even the
radio and TV, we can join with others remotely. In time we will all be together again.
Please get in touch if you want to talk about weddings, funerals or Christenings as these
can all go ahead but with restrictions.
When we do have services in church the pattern is:
1st Sunday
Ashwick
Oakhill
2nd Sunday
3rd Sunday
Ashwick
4th Sunday
Binegar
5th Sunday varies.
In the meantime, we are running a Zoom service each Sunday morning; if you would like to
join please email vicar@beacontrinity.church to receive the invite details. We also hold an
informal ‘Coffee morning’ using Zoom on Tuesday mornings so please email if you would
like to receive these invite details – you’re all welcome!
Do visit our website – www.beacontrinity.church – to find out what is going on in our
parishes and check the latest Coronavirus information on Page 4 of The Beacon.

Follow us on Instagram!
facebook.com/beacontrinity

instagram.com/beacontrinity

View

from the

Hill

February 2nd is known
in the church as Candlemas
or the Feast of the Presentation
of Christ in the Temple. It is based on the story of Jesus being taken to the Temple in
accordance with the law (of the Old Testament). Offerings or sacrifices were made
as a sign of purification of a new mother. Candlemas has been celebrated since the
4th century and coming 40 days after Christmas Day it is the day when, in some countries,
people take down their Christmas decorations rather than January 6th (Twelfth Night.)
Festivals for Candlemas often involved people bringing candles to church to be blessed for
the coming year. These candles then reminded everyone of Jesus, the Light of the World.
Many years ago, I went caving and we used a carbide gas lamp on our helmets. Deep in a
cave the leader asked us to blow out our lights. We sat in literal darkness. It is so difficult
to have true darkness but that day we did. Then, after about a minute, he lit a single
match. That small flame seemed to light up the whole cavern, our eyes having tried to
adjust to the darkness. I remember this when I think of the verse read at Christmas from
the beginning of John’s Gospel “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not
overcome it.”
On January 7th most people have taken down their Christmas lights, I still had mine up
and a repair engineer was coming to the house. I turned them on as a sign of where we
lived. The engineer said, “that's great, we all need a little extra light in the world at this
time.” And so we do. Many are tired of the restrictions, many feel oppressed or depressed,
for different reasons. There is a sense of an ever-present darkness. Yet, in that darkness
there are lights. People offering help, going the extra mile, incredible acts of kindness or
charity. And of course, the vaccine is a ray of light too, repeatedly said to be the way out of
the pandemic.
I write at the beginning of Lockdown 3 so I would not try and predict what things are like
as you read. However, I will celebrate Candlemas as a sign that whatever darkness is in the
world there is One greater, One who created the world and promises to restore the whole
of creation. Because of Jesus I continue to have a light with me whatever darkness I face.
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Do you live in Ashwick, Oakhill
or the surrounding communities?
Coronavirus is making life hard, but your village wants to help by:
Collecting your medicines
Collecting groceries
Listening to your concerns
Just being someone you can talk to
Many of your Village Neighbours are helping in any way they can. If you can access the
Oakhill Village Life, Facebook page you will find more information there.
Alongside this your local churches have set up a Helpline:

01749 841838

You can leave messages which will be collected every evening. We will call you back to let
you know who will help.
As well as helping with your daily supplies etc. the church can help confidentially with
any other issues you are currently experiencing. From financial to spiritual, physical to
emotional, whatever the problem we will walk beside you.
Please call, we want to help you.

Help control the virus
To protect yourself and others when you leave home you must:
• Wash hands - keep washing your hands regularly
• Cover face - wear a face covering over your nose and mouth in enclosed spaces
• Make space - stay at least a metre away from people not in your household
If you are feeling unwell, get a test and do not leave home for at least 10 days.
Coronavirus symptoms can include:
• A high temperature
• A new, continuous cough
• A loss of, or change to, your sense of smell or taste
Advice taken from Gov.UK and the NHS
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Community corner
Gurney Slade Post Office:

Molly and Grenville Reakes:

We are still offering a free delivery service.
Please contact us on 01749 840367.

Once again, we extend a BIG THANK YOU
to all those who, in spite of the problems
caused by the virus restrictions, left their
Christmas gifts for Mendip YMCA in the
front porch at The Galleons, Binegar Lane.

Tai Chi:
Is continuing via Zoom on Mondays at 2 pm.
No previous experience is needed. Can be
done seated. A suggested donation of
£2 per session is requested to cover costs.
Contact me with your e-mail address to get
the link. jo.webb@mbzonline.net.

East Mendip Gardening Club:
We are planning to restart the meetings
for our Gardening Club as soon as we can
safely do so. We are putting a programme
together for this year which we will
share soon. Please keep an eye on
www.ashwickparish.org for further details.

Glastonbury Festival 2021:
Michael Eavis is reported as saying
Glastonbury 2021 is possible if “the majority
of the population are vaccinated”.
“You wait and see”. 23rd – 27th June 2021!

National Baked Alaska Day (US):
Do check out Jamie Linford’s recipe for
an ‘Easy Baked Alaska’ on Page 13. As part
of his research for his Duke of Edinburgh
Bronze Award’, Jamie discovered that the
1st February was National Baked Alaska
Day in the U.S. and duly made the dish at
home! The dessert was created by Chef
Charles Ranhofer in 1876 at Delmonica’s
Restaurant in NY City in honour of the
newly acquired territory of Alaska. The
dish was so-called because it was cold,
nearly frozen and quickly toasted in a hot
oven before serving! Well done Jamie!

This month's cover...
This month's wintry scene in Oakhill
was taken by Denise Bailey.
Please send photos for the cover
(portrait orientation, in colour) to:
magazine@beacontrinity.church . Thank you.

Coronavirus Vaccine Scam (Official)
Coronavirus vaccinations are free of charge. The NHS WILL NEVER:
• Ask for your bank account or card details
• Ask for your pin or banking passwords
• Arrive unannounced at your home to administer the vaccine
• Ask for documentation to prove your identity such as a passport or utility bills
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Tales of old
Henry Russell Rector, a sick man and not yet 60, drafted his Will in Binegar on 1
April 1616. He died 21 days later, childless it seems. Note the bequests to Tyneham
in Dorset, Binegar and his brother-in-law.
In Dei nomine amen
I, Henry Russell of Beninger in the countie of Somerset, there being sick in body
but whole in minde (thanks be to God) do make my last will and testament in
manner and forme folowing: first I commend my soule unto Almighty God my
master and redeemer and my bodye to be buryed in plain buryall. As concerning
my Worldlie goods:
I give to the poore of the parishe of Tyneham in Dorset tenne poundes.
I give to the poore of the parishe of Corscombe, Dorset fortie shillinges.
I give for the poore of Beninger fortie shillings.
My will is that the patronage of the Rectory of Tyneham be sold early after my
death and all the money that it doth yealde I do give to the living children of my
brother Edward Russell and my brother-in-lawe John Porter, to be equallie divided
among them.
I give to each of my godchildren tenne shillings. I give to my sister Agnes Porter
fortie shillinges in thanks to make her a living. I give to Ms Eaglesfield fortie
shillinges in thanks.
My brother-in-lawe, John Porter, doth owe me fortie pounde which I do give to his
four young children equalie and to the same John I have alreadie given and
delivered tenne poundes.
I give to the widow Burchell my servant seven poundes. I give to Thomas my man
three pounds above his wages. I give to George my man twentie shillinges above
his wages.
I do owe to Margery Cox of Glaston four poundes. And I do give her fortie
shillinges. I give to William Cox of Glaston three poundes tenne shillinges which
he doth owe me.
That left of my goods moveable and unmoveable not given I give and bequeath to
Edward Russell my brother and to him I make my whole executor. In witnesse
whereof I have hereto set my hand and seal in the presence of us
Robert Guppsler & Henry Russell witnesses herunto.
Richard Higgins
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Grenville’s Ramblin’s...
These days there seems to be a growing number of competitive cooking programmes on
the telly that Molly likes watching; not that she needs to learn anything about cooking!
While I have no great interest in these programmes, I did on one occasion find myself
reminded of a day way back in 1951 when, having reached the age of 18, I had been
introduced to the idea of serving King and country, by doing two years National Service.
So, it was towards the end of 1950, having been enlisted in the Royal Artillery and
completed my initial training (square bashing) at a camp in Oswestry, I was posted to the
20th field regiment based at Dundonald camp, adjacent to the golf course and beach at
Troon in Ayrshire. On arrival I found that the military mind, apparently set on putting
square pegs into round holes, had decided that I, not the brightest kid on the block, should
be trained as a TARA Technical Assistant Royal Artillery, to do with calculations for the
guns to range on targets. At the end of the first lecture when the officer asked for any
questions I, sailing pretty near the wind, said, “Well Sir, I’m no good at figures, and haven’t
got a clue what this is all about, what’s the chance of getting into something that I can cope
with?” I was briefly promoted to sanitary orderly, a quiet little job keeping the washing
facilities and toilets clean, before being moved on to become battery sign writer.
Now having rambled this far, I come back to the day of my inspiration. It was the day that
the regiment began the first stage of its journey by road down across the country to a
barracks in Colchester. Our day began with breakfast in the early hours of the morning,
before setting off to our first stop, a fortnight’s stay at a camp and firing ranges at a place
called Otterburn. Being an odd bod, my means of transport for what turned out to be a
bitterly cold journey on roads covered in ice and snow, was among the stores in the back of
the last vehicle to leave, a three tonner,
The convoy was supposed to stop at midday when the ration truck would deliver
sandwiches and a hot drink. However, it wasn’t until we arrived at Otterburn around 10
o’clock in the evening (having got lost) that we learned that the ration truck had crashed
through a hedge shortly after leaving Dundonald. It was probably before the days of
hyperthermia, but I was so stiff and cold that I had to be practically dragged out of the
back of the lorry. On going, as we were told, to the cookhouse kitchen, I saw our meal was
all ready, a great cast iron cauldron full of a bubbling liquid with various bits of flotsam
and resembling greasy washing up water.
That was the day that I learned that an empty belly ain’t fussy; I had two mess tins full of it
and all the bread I could get!!

Grenville Reakes
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The February Garden
EAST MENDIP GARDENING CLUB
February feels like a turning point in the garden. Still cold outside but there are
signs of the imminent arrival of spring with bulbs slowly emerging and the days
drawing out. This month is mostly about getting ready for the spring and will
save time when you can get into the garden.

Organise this year’s seeds by
sowing date; using a box with
dividers file your seed packets
by the month they need to
be sown.
Order seed and plug plants
online, your garden plan will
help decide the quantities needed.
Buy onion sets and asparagus
crowns ready for planting.
If not already done check your
tools and garden machinery, give
them the once over and apply a
little TLC to anything that
needs it.
Blitz perennial weeds, ensure
the roots are removed to get a
head start before the weather
warms up.
Prepare your seed beds, if
not frozen, cover with fleece,
polythene or cloches to warm
up the soil for sowing in the
coming months.

Continue tidying up and
pruning. Cut over-wintered
fuchsias back to one or two
shoots on each stem.
Prune winter-flowering jasmine
after flowering to encourage new
growth for next year’s blooms.
Cut last year’s growth to 5cm
from the old wood.
As the flowers fade trim
wintering-flowering heathers to
prevent them becoming leggy.
Continue to dead head winter
pansies to encourage a new flush
of flowers.
Before growth begins clip
ornamental grasses to within a
few centimetres of the ground.
Start chitting early potatoes,
stand them on end in a tray or
old egg box and place in a cool,
bright, frost free place.
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Do a soil test and rake lime into
acid soils if required.
Mulch perennial vegetables such
as asparagus and artichokes with
well-rotted manure or garden
compost.
Mulch fruits trees taking care
not to mound mulch up around
the trunk.
Top dress fruit bushes with a
slow release, potassium rich
fertiliser to feed plants for the
coming season.

Cover outdoor strawberries
with cloches to encourage an
earlier crop.
Trim deciduous hedges before
the birds start nesting. Chop
or shred any prunings before
adding to the compost to speed
up decomposition.
New garden - invest in a soil
testing kit to help choose the
rights plants for your garden.

Cut autumn-fruiting raspberry
canes to the ground to
encourage new canes.

Keep feeding the birds they
will be your friends when the
caterpillars appear and ensure
they have clean fresh water.

Protect blossoms on apricots,
nectarines and peaches from
frost but make sure pollinating
insects can still reach the
flowers.

Taken from Thompson & Morgan’s “What to do in the Garden this month”
www.thompson-morgan.com/what-to-do-in-the-garden
We are planning to restart our meetings for our Gardening Club as soon as we
can safely do so. We are putting a program together for this year which we will
share soon. Please keep an eye on www.ashwickparish.org for further details.
Jane Evans
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Oakhill & Ashwick Local History Group
Some history from the Ashwick and Oakhill Choral Society
We aren’t supposed to be doing much singing
at the moment – at least not in public – so I
thought this month we might take a look at
the history of our local Choral Society.
While the exact date it began is uncertain, the
society was going strong by the mid 1930’s.
The ‘Headquarters’ and rehearsal venue was
the British School Rooms in Oakhill High Street.
Members paid a 2/s annual subscription and
charged 6d admission to their concerts. This
must have been money well spent as the Choir
was very good, winning competitions over
a wide area. In October 1936, for example,
they won the Bournemouth Challenge Shield,
with a choir of 33 mixed voices, the Conductor

being Mr Jack Mills of Midsomer Norton.
1938 seems to have been one of their most
successful years, with wins at Bournemouth,
Bristol Eisteddfod and Cheltenham Spa. Mrs
Hobhouse was the Society’s President and
there were 11 Vice-Presidents listed, plus six
spouses (though none of the Vice-Presidents
or spouses seem to have actually done any
singing!).
The Choir had to disband in 1941 due to the
War, but in 1946 they started up again; records
from this period are sparse, but we do know
that in 1950 the Choir became an Evening
Class under the County Education Committee.
They entered several competitions, though

Back Row, L to R: Messrs D. Moon; D Abram; B. Davis; F. Reeves; G. Ridler; B. Dunn; R. Francis; R. Lambert
Centre Row, L to R: (Mrs J Townend absent); Mrs A. Davies; R. Ridler; Miss V. Bingham; Mrs D. Tucker; M.
Bevan; L. Reeves; D. Padfield; I. Witcombe
Front Row, L to R: Mrs G. Wallen (pianist); J. Howell; N. Fear; B. Hickman; J. James; R. Miller; E. Selway;
S. Patterson; P. Jeffries; M. Reeves; M. Lambert (Conductor); T. Carey (Guest Soloist)
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not as successfully as previously. However, by
1952 the Society was in financial difficulties,
the latest fund-raising drive had collected only
£5, some members objected to rehearsals of
‘Elijah’ (no details as to why) and the pianist
had resigned. It was therefore decided
that the Society should close for a year then
consider whether to resume. A performance
of ‘Merrie England’ for the Coronation in 1953
had been planned, but it seems it did not
take place.
The 1950’s and 60’s was the low spot. In
1974 the Choir was again restarted. The
photograph reproduced here shows the
‘Founder Members’, in matching outfits, under
Mrs Lambert as Conductor. Their concerts
usually included invited soloists, often sharing
a programme with the Ashwick and Oakhill
Silver Band. They performed locally for church
and village events in the Mendips and beyond,
and also entered competitions. By 1976 they
were winning at Festivals at Trowbridge
and West Wiltshire Choral, Mid Somerset
and Highbridge, with four different groups:
Female Voices, Male Voices, Mixed Voices and
Senior Citizens. The choir had a very broad
repertoire: from folk songs, through Gilbert
and Sullivan, to early church music, and the
Messiah. After one such performance in 1976
Peter Fussell reported in the local newspaper

that “a visitor to Oakhill said that he had
heard the Messiah many times, and that next
to Sir Malcolm Sargent’s conducting of it he
placed Mrs Lambert’s”. Praise indeed.
Meanwhile the cost of ladies ‘uniforms’ for
performances had risen to £20 each or more,
the group sponsoring them where necessary;
gentlemen only needed matching ties which
naturally cost much less. And they paid their
soloists. So, the society also ran fundingdrives and social occasions such as dinners
– often at the Oakhill House restaurant. By this
time membership had increased to over 40
and the accounts were healthy (Percy Lambert
audited them for over 25 years).
Mrs Margaret Lambert served for most of
what was their longest productive period,
before stepping down in 1982 for reasons of
ill health. She was succeeded by Miss Molly
Wilson and then in 1993 by Alan Molloy. In
1999 the Ashwick and Oakhill Choral Society
disbanded once more. But again, only
temporarily. Under a new name, and with
new singers, the Oakhill Choir was restarted
in 2013 by Hannah Noel, giving concerts and
performing at Carol singings locally. This
group would certainly be just as good – if only
they were allowed to sing!
Lin Thorley

Weather Report:
December 2020
From Roemead Farm.
Written by
Gerald Esain.

Temperatures were
around average.
Highest reading 12. 4°C on
December 21st. Lowest reading 2.1°C on December 31st.
Total rainfall 139. 5mm, average for this site.
Total rainfall for 2020 was 1,241.3mm.
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Irish Soda Bread
(As seen on bbcfood.com)
Try this easy soda bread recipe for
when you want bread in a hurry –
it's ready in less than an hour with
no kneading, proving (or yeast).
This makes a small loaf, but you
can easily double the recipe
and make two.
Each serving provides 215kcal,
8g protein, 43g carbohydrate (of
which 3g sugars), 1g fat (of which
0.3g saturates), 1g fibre and 1g salt.

Ingredients:

Preparation time:
less than 30 mins

170g/6oz wholemeal flour
170g/6oz plain flour, plus extra for dusting
½ tsp salt

Cooking time:
10 to 30 mins
Serves:
6

½ tsp bicarbonate of soda
290ml/10fl oz buttermilk

Method:

1) Preheat the oven to 200C/180C Fan/Gas 6.
2) Tip the flours, salt and bicarbonate of soda into a large bowl and stir. Make a well
in the centre and pour in the buttermilk, mixing quickly with a large fork to form
a soft dough. (Depending upon the absorbency of the flour, you may need to add
a little milk if the dough seems too stiff but it should not be too wet or sticky.)
3) Turn onto a lightly floured surface and knead briefly. Form into a round and flatten
the dough slightly before placing on a lightly floured baking sheet.
4) Cut a cross on the top and bake for about 30 minutes or until the loaf sounds
hollow when tapped. Cool on a wire rack.

Recipe Tips:

If you don't have buttermilk for the soda bread recipe, you can use half-and-half
plain yoghurt mixed with milk. You can also use milk that has been soured by
stirring in a tablespoon of lemon juice and allowing it to stand for 10 minutes.
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Easy Baked Alaska

(Recipe from everydaycooks.co.uk/easy-baked-alaska/)

Ingredients:
2 large egg whites
125 g caster sugar
1 Arctic Roll

Method:

1) Lightly oil the baking sheet or cover with a silicone baking mat or magic liner.
2) Put the egg whites in a clean bowl. Using electric beaters, whisk on HIGH until dry
and the peaks are firm (i.e. they don't droop over).
Preparation time:
Any trace of grease will stop the egg whites whisking up.
less than 20 mins
3) Add one tablespoon of sugar and whisk in. Add the
Freezing time:
remaining sugar half at a time, whisking well between each
1 hour
addition, to give a smooth, glossy and stiff meringue.
4) Put the Arctic Roll on the baking sheet.
5) Spread the meringue evenly over the top and sides,
making sure there are no gaps at the bottom.
6) Freeze for 1 hour.

Cooking time:
10 mins
Serves:
6

7) Preheat the oven to 220°C/ 200°C fan/ gas mark 7/ 425°F.
8) Cook the Baked Alaska for 8-10 minutes, until lightly browned
9) Serve immediately!

Baking, photos and assistance with article layout
by Jamie Linford as part of the 'Skills' section (newsletter &
magazine production) for the Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award.
With thanks to Pam & Peter Dennis in their role as Jamie's 'Skills'
assessors – Lee Linford.
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News from the
Ashwick & Oakhill
Village Hall Committee

Despite the Village Hall continuing to be closed, the VHC are still very much active,
possibly more so due to the need to ensure the ongoing maintenance and viability of
the VH facilities in terms of gaining the grants and funding that are critical to maintain
the hall. In addition, the VHC continue to meet monthly via Zoom and are in daily
discussions via our various WhatsApp messaging groups to ensure we continue to
progress our objectives as laid out in September 2020 and communicate them to you
via this newsletter and via our Facebook pages.
As a reminder of our 7 objectives and by way of a very high-level update:

1) Governance - Ensure all processes and procedures are documented. Ensure we
have an agreed and published Business Plan. Gain Hallmark Accreditation Level 1.
Progressing well and on track.

2) Finance - Complete handover to new Treasurer. Assess and update our banking
arrangements to enable more efficient tracking of accounts and payment of supplier
invoices. Main bank account upgraded, and online BACS payments enabled (no
more cheque signing!), Insurance and Assets now under review.
3) Rejuvenation - Design, development and completion of new kitchen and
Community Cafe. Plans now finalised and published. About to go to tender.
Improvement of outdoor facilities. All on track,

4) Marketing - Obviously, we are currently closed but we continue to gather ideas to
increase awareness of our facilities and opportunities for local hire as well as
opportunities to support the community (Food Bank, NHS/COVID response/Health
screening etc) which will implement once it is safe to do so in line with government
and ACRE guidelines. Exciting potential for an online booking system to enable easy
booking by users and that will produce automated invoices and payment tracking.
5) Fundraising - Further to the success of the Halloween and Christmas trails,
numerous other community events are in the planning stages including a large,
exciting big band event in the future.
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6) Facilities & Maintenance - Completed 80% of the internal re-decoration with only
changing rooms left to be done. Internal/external repairs and window replacement.
Boiler servicing and playground repairs in progress plus many other "minor"
improvements identified for VHC assessment and implementation. Car park gate
locking/unlocking rota to be activated again after recent increase in evidence of drug
abuse within cars in car park.
7) Environmental - Clothes bank has been a success and continues - great service
received from collection company. New trees planted on recreational field and
wildflower area planted. Bird boxes to be purchased and sited in due course.
Looking at options for a book swap and leaflet storage facility.

As always, we are on the look-out for volunteers to either join the committee or join
our Friends of AOVH WhatsApp group .... if you think you can help us in any small
way, please do get in touch at aandovillagehall@gmail.com.
Andy North, Chair,
Ashwick & Oakhill Village Hall Committee

February Wildlife & Wildflowers
from Wildflowers UK Blog

Typically, bitterly cold and wet with the strong possibility of snow and ice, February
is the month that sees the first catkins begin to appear on Hazel, Goat willow and
Alder trees. Look out for the first signs of spring with Celandines, Primroses, Sweet
Violets, Snowdrops and Aconites appearing in woodlands and hedgerows. Wildlife
is also starting to become more active this month. An increase in the volume of the
dawn chorus is the first sign of resident birds gearing up for the oncoming breeding
season. The first insects will appear in February drawn by the scent of early spring
flowers. There is also a possibility of seeing early butterflies such as Commas or
Brimstones. So far winter has been very mild, but the timing of frog spawning seems
unaffected and frogs and toads should soon emerge from hibernation. If you have a
pond you will probably notice the first frogspawn appear at some stage during the
month. Later in the year, other wildlife such as dragonflies and damselflies can be
attracted to garden ponds and wildlife pools by introducing native wetland plants in
the spring.
If you have a good supply of fruit and berries in your garden, then you may be lucky
enough to see Redwings and Fieldfares over the next few weeks. These winter
thrushes from Scandinavia are usually found on farmland where they feed on
earthworms. When the ground freezes in harsh weather they will often visit wildlife
gardens in search of wild fruit and berries.
If you are planning on sowing a Wildflower Meadow this spring, then now is the time
to think about ground preparation. Ideally seed should be sown onto weed free soil in
March or April and in readiness you should now spray off any existing vegetation.
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Your Parish Churches
St James
Ashwick

Spring at St James
© Caroline Stevens
Christmas Eve Midnight Mass 2020
© Rachael Norris

Holy Trinity
Binegar

Water-colour by M C Peart 1908.
Church interior with floral arrangements
by Rev Benjamin Full circa 1902/03.
Both images provided by Richard Higgins

All Saints
Oakhill

Exterior
© Heather Greaves
Porch decorated
for Advent 2020
© Pam Dennis

Page 16

Support your local church...
2020 has been a hard year for everyone, and we realise
that all charities have suffered financially.
The church is no different. We have had no weddings
or large celebration services and no fund-raising events.
The local churches are funded by the local
congregation and money raised locally.
All Saints, Oakhill, St. James, Ashwick and Holy Trinity,
Binegar are now one parish - Beacon Trinity. This means
we work together as a church community to run our
church buildings and the ministry of the church.
We look forward to 2021 and being able to meet people and serve the community
as usual but for now we would like to invite you to make a New Year Gift to your
local church.
The above QR code will take you directly to our
online giving page where you can choose what
amount you would like to give. Thank you.
Richard Priestley

All Saints, Oakhill & Holy Trinity, Binegar images
© John Law
St James, Ashwick image © Jon Durrant
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Binegar Scouts
February 2021
1st North Mendip is a thriving Scout Group that meets in Binegar Memorial
Hall weekly during term time. We currently have Beavers (6-8yrs),
Cubs (8-10yrs) and Scouts (10-14yrs).
Last term Beavers and Cubs were able to, and thoroughly enjoyed meeting
face to face for the majority of the term; they participated in wood burning
by designing and then personally burning/engraving their own decorations.
Wreath making was also a huge success, created by using natural materials
and as always, followed by various outdoor wide games in torchlight.
Beavers & Cubs have returned from the Christmas and New Year break by
starting their “January two week challenge”; they will be cooking, sleeping
in homemade dens and helping parents with a variety of home chores to
achieve their various activity badges and a unique camp blanket badge too
for completing all 3.
Scouts finished the term on Zoom looking at the UN's 11 Global Goals, what
they are and which we feel are the most vital. We also hosted a second
successful mystery whodunnit evening, that saw Scouts take on roles as
members of the board of a Chocolate company in crisis, trying to decide
who was most likely to be poisoning the others. So far this year Scouts have
had a Zoom meeting to review their provisional programme for the term and
decide on their charity for 2021 after raising £52 for Cancer Research last
year. The Troop have chosen to support the RSPCA this year. Scouts also look
forward to taking part in an online Winter Camp later this month.
Do you have a young person aged 5, 6 or 7 that may be interested in joining
our Scout adventure? We're looking for young people who want to make new
friends, have fun and learn some new skills in our Beaver section. Why not
give it a try?
If you are interested in joining us please sign up via our Online Waiting List:
https://tinyurl.com/v7kz5kp or contact a member of the team:
Beavers/Cubs - Gemma (Raksha) - 01749 938321
Scouts - Natalie (Gunner) - gunnerexplore@gmail.com
You can also sign up and see what we're up to on our Facebook page:
www.facebook.com/northmendipscouts
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Colour me in!

Saint Valentine

Feast Day: February 14th
Page 19

MyCatholicKids.com

CCS Agents News
February 2021
Christmas really brought out the best in everyone following the challenging year – we
had so many donations to our Gift of Small Things Christmas Appeal that we were able to
deliver well over 300 boxes absolutely STUFFED with presents for those most in need in
Somerset. A HUGE thank you to all those people who arranged drop off locations in their
community and to the many hundreds of people who donated - it made such a difference!
For Village Agents, the new year and colder weather always brings challenges to our less
fortunate clients who struggle with fuel poverty. Often the choice is between food and
heating, which is a heart-breaking position to be in to have to make that choice.

We have many ways to help people in crisis or fuel poverty
The first way is to donate your winter fuel allowance to the Somerset Community
Foundation (SCF) here: https://www.somersetcf.org.uk/winter - SCF then work with us to
allocate the donated fuel allowance to those in need. This year, many will need to stay at
home to keep themselves safe and will find themselves cut off from family and friends
and facing higher costs to heat their homes. Your donations will help us make sure around
500 vulnerable older people across Somerset have the support they need to get through
the winter.
Secondly, our #LoveSomerset Crisis Fund:
https://ccslovesomerset.org/somerset-crisis-fund/
The Crisis Fund has proved to be an enormously valuable and valued extra “tool in the
bag” for Village Agents to help people facing personal and family crises. At this time of
crisis and hardship for many in our communities this need is greater than ever, and we
desperately need donations towards the fund.
https://localgiving.org/charity/somersetcrisisfund/
You can donate online via the above link or by contacting us directly – all support no
matter how small makes a huge difference to people!
We help when others can’t, won’t, or don’t. Some examples of what these grants have
been used for recently are:
• To buy 2 mattress protectors for a carer who was supporting their loved ones with
night-time incontinence
• To support a family with funeral costs after their teenage son died
• To buy children's clothes for a family who had recently lost Dad to cancer
• To buy half a tank of oil for a lady with a chronic health condition who was struggling to
heat her home
• To buy a washing machine for a carer who is struggling to keep up with
washing demands
• To buy food and drink for a client who had been struggling to get shopping during
the lockdown.
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Thirdly, you can join our Community Oil Buying Scheme to ensure that you benefit from
the best bulk buying discounts on your heating oil. You can find out more here:
https://ccslovesomerset.org/oil/. We receive 50% of the small annual membership fee,
which goes into our Crisis Fund!

Village Agent TOP TIPS for staying warm and well this winter:
• Check out the energy (& money!) saving advice here:
https://energysavingtrust.org.uk/energy-at-home/heating-your-home/
• Contact the Centre for Sustainable Energy who can help you find a better rate
https://www.cse.org.uk/ - if you haven’t changed energy supplier is over a year
you are guaranteed to save money by changing! CSE can help you with this.
• If you're not very mobile, are 65 or over, or have a health condition, such as heart
or lung disease, heat your home to at least 18C
• Keep your bedroom at 18C all night if you can – and keep bedroom window closed
• Use a hot water bottle or electric blanket to keep warm in bed – but do not use
both at the same time
• Have hot drinks often, and have at least 1 hot meal a day – eating helps keep you warm
• Draw curtains at dusk and keep doors closed to block out draughts
• Get your heating system checked regularly by a qualified professional
And don’t forget our LIVE Talking Cafes 11am, weekdays on Facebook (also available
after on YouTube) regularly cover fuel saving tips, debt advice and more – just check out
https://ccslovesomerset.org/talking-cafe/ and find all previous Talking Cafes on this
subject under the ‘Everyday Advice & Money/Debt Support’ section. Tune in weekdays at
www.facebook.com/talkingcafesomerset
If you need help with any of this, please do contact your local Village Agent on
01823 331 222 or visit www.somersetagents.org.
We wish you a healthy and warm start to 2021!
Your Local Village Agent – Julie Brown:
07985 680262

julieb@somersetrcc.org.uk

CCS Village & Community Agents are in your communities across Somerset. They help to
bridge the gap between isolated, excluded, vulnerable and lonely individuals and statutory
and/or voluntary organisations which offer specific solutions to identified needs. We can
offer advice and support to find local groups and activities available in your community
and help you with any queries you may have or situations that you need advice and
support with.
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Prayer and Nature
Do you like nature? Perhaps walking somewhere, or just looking out of the window or at a
beautiful picture. Many people find nature makes them feel close to God so it can be ideal
to help us pray.
Next time you walk somewhere, perhaps
pause a few times to breathe in the air or
look at the view and give thanks to God. It
can be silent!

Pick up five different stones or leaves, or anything that catches your eye while you’re outside.
Hold or look at them and pray for five different
people or situations. It can be silent prayer or
very simple
“Loving God, I pray for …… . Surround them with
your love. Amen”.
Or you might find you have a lot to say to God!

Look at a view or find a picture and then
look at:
•

The things closest in the picture and
pray for people and situations close to
you

•

The things that are more distant and
pray for bigger situations that affect
people across the country or world.

Prayer - Everyone, Everywhere!
#LetsPray
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Make a picture from things you
find as you go for a walk. You
may like to glue them onto
paper or use sticky back card
(you can make your own using
a cereal box and double-sided
tape). Use your picture to help
you talk to God.

February Message
John Davies, Dean of Wells
The Dean of Wells has stepped in this month as Bishop Peter is still in hospital,
(although he is in good spirits) and Bishop Ruth, who has been poorly over Christmas,
is now well on the mend.

What does love require?
Having heard the announcement about the latest lockdown, I walked over to the
Cathedral. I sat at the back and looked up at the Cross in the Nave. A question welled up
as I sat: ‘what does love require in the cold climate of Covid?’, with empty streets, people
shut in, schools and businesses closed.
Like many clergy I have a list of people to lift with a phone call or email. Everyone can of
course ring neighbours and friends and family. And offer a word, distanced, in the street; a
wave to a window; a card through a letterbox.
My neighbour is those I know and care for. But Christ teaches that my neighbour is also on
the streets, needy and destitute. Foodbanks and charities need urgent assistance in a cold
climate where indifference is not unknown.
It might be quite simple: shopping, love taking us to the supermarket. It might be
conversation: love says listen as they pour it all out. It might be a bit more complicated.
My neighbour might be disabled – is practical help needed? My neighbour might be held
as a slave at a car wash. How do I discreetly ask? When do I alert the Clewer initiative? My
neighbour may be gay, does love ask me to affirm or keep a distance? My neighbours may
be black. How do I show my belief that black lives really matter?
Love can be very active in the cold climate of today. But love needs replenishing. Love
becomes brittle and bossy if it is given but not received. Love means that I must be open
to others, for they may want to love me and be a neighbour to me by loving me.
God is love, so in the cold climate of Covid,
when community is weakened, let us give
and receive love. And the coldness will
vanish because love has come to stay.
John Davies
Dean of Wells
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The world through a lens
images by the Beacon Photography Group
RWJ

PE
JD

RS

JH

TH

DW

Initials on images denote copyright as follows:
AL (© Andy Ladhams); BV (© Barbara Voules);
DB (© Denise Bailey); DC (© Dave Chown);
DW (© Derek Webb); FH (© Fiona H.);
IDo (© Ian Donnelly); IDr (© Ian Drake);
JD (© Jon Durrant); JH (© John Hoskins);
JL (© John Law); JM (© Julie McDonald);
PE (© Pat Emery); RS (© Robin Slater);
RWJ (© Richard Wynn-Jones);
TH (© Tom Husband)

The Beacon Photography Group meets online, every Wednesday evening at 7.30pm.
We welcome new members – contact Jon Durrant on 01761 232520 to find out more.
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Ashwick Parish Council
January 2021 Update – David Barlow & Kate Egan
(ashwickparish@hotmail.co.uk)
Thank you to all those parishioners who participated in the Advent Windows and
Christmas Lights Trails. It was a pleasure to walk around and see the effort residents
had made to bring much needed joy to many during these difficult times!
Tree Planting
The Parish Council was pleased to participate in the tree planting event at the
Recreation Ground in December. The event was part of the Village Hall’s environmental
strategy to increase wildlife and support the 2021 wildflower meadow initiative. The
eleven trees included Birch, Maple, Hawthorn, Rowan and Crab Apple. We need more
trees on Mendip!
Fallen Finger Post
At our December Zoom meeting, the Council agreed to place the order to re site the
fallen fingerpost on the corner of Simbriss Lane. The cost will include a new spigot,
2nd hand aluminium finger and a new finial.
The Council will also ask for a quote to secure the ‘fingers’ on the finger post outside
the Oakhill Inn.
Bus Stop in Nettlebridge
Discussions are in progress about a new bus stop in Nettlebridge. The actual stop is
just into Stratton on the Fosse parish but will obviously be used by Ashwick residents
living in Nettlebridge. Final decisions will be made once costs have been received.
War Memorial Flower Beds
The Council agreed to accept a quote to undertake repairs to the War Memorial flower
bed retaining walls. If there are any parishioners willing to take on the planting and
maintenance of these flower beds, please contact the Clerk.
(ashwickparish@hotmail.co.uk)
Parish Council Website
Discussions are on-going concerning the website and the need for the Parish Council
to have a dedicated website.
Your Parish Councillors
Sadly, Becky Battagel has made the decision to resign from the Council. Her
reasons are fully understandable as she is employed in the NHS and amongst many
responsibilities is at present focusing on the roll-out of the Covid-19 vaccine - a vital
task and one which we will all appreciate! Becky played a major role within the Council,
looking after Footpaths, carrying out safety inspections on the play equipment at the
recreation field, regularly contributing to our planning responsibilities and contributing
to the Village Hall rejuvenation project. Thank you, Becky.
Council members are: Roy Bailey, David Barlow, Julia Barrett, Phil Briscoe, Sarah
Emery, David Gilson, David Hine, LIzzie Lewis, David Thorley, and Bryan Wells.

Let's stay safe and look forward to the summer!
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Binegar and Gurney Slade
Parish Council News
Lockdown 3 - COVID-19 Support Group
The Support Group established last March remains to assist with the
needs of our villagers requiring support at this time. We thank those who
continue to offer their help. Contact – 01749 841182.
Playground
The playground remains open and we hope that families will continue
to use this wonderful space. The Parish Council continues its regular
playground inspections to ensure the safety of visitors. Please use
the provided hand sanitisers and follow the provided guidance for
everyone’s safety.
Village Spring Clean Up
The Parish Council plans to hold this year’s Spring Clean Up over the
weekend of 27th/28th of March. Please save the date and put a couple of
hours aside to join us and help to keep our villages clean and tidy. Look
out for further information on the village noticeboards.
Census 2021 is coming …
Households across Mendip will soon be asked to take part in Census 2021
which will give a snapshot of modern society.
The census is a once-in-a-decade survey that gives the most accurate
estimate of all the people and households in England and Wales. It has
been carried out every decade since 1801, with the exception of 1941.
It will be the first predominantly online census, with households receiving
a letter with a unique access code, allowing them to complete the
questionnaire on their computers, phones or tablets.
Results will be available within 12 months, although personal records will
be locked away for 100 years, kept safe for future generations.
For more information, visit census.gov.uk
Parish Council Meetings
The Parish Council will next meet virtually on Tuesday 2 March at 7:00pm.
Keep Safe
Diane Abbott Parish Clerk: binegarpc@hotmail.co.uk
www.binegar-pc.org.uk
Your councillors - Jon Abbott, Philip Blatchford, John Bridges
Cath Law, Phill Roberts, John Scadding and David Stone
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FOR HIRE
ASHWICK & OAKHILL
VILLAGE HALL
For organisations, social functions
and family occasions.
Main Hall, Committee Room
and Kitchen Facilities.
Competitive Rates
For details, to view and for
bookings please email:
aandovillagehall@gmail.com
Currently
closed due to
Covid-19

Registered
Charity

Ashwick Church Rooms

The Church Rooms at Ashwick are available for hire and are the perfect venue
for smaller functions - from children’s parties to intimate country weddings.
The Rooms have a large well-equipped kitchen, full disabled and baby
changing facilities and is centrally heated throughout. To view the Rooms, or
for details of our competitive hire charges, please contact:
Currently
closed due to
Covid-19

Caroline Stevens Tel: 01749 840170
e-mail: caroline.stevens@beacontrinity.church

Binegar & Gurney Slade Memorial Hall
A large bright hall and separate meeting room available for hire.
Suitable for a variety of events including:
Children’s parties, family gatherings, fundraising events and meetings.
Well equipped with a modern kitchen.
Currently
For further information call
closed due to
Covid-19
01749 326115
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Everything is Going to be All Right
by Derek Mahon

How should I not be glad to contemplate
the clouds clearing beyond the dormer window
and a high tide reflected on the ceiling?
There will be dying, there will be dying,
but there is no need to go into that.
The poems flow from the hand unbidden
and the hidden source is the watchful heart.
The sun rises in spite of everything
and the far cities are beautiful and bright.
I lie here in a riot of sunlight
watching the day break and the clouds flying.
Everything is going to be all right.

Derek Mahon was
born in Belfast on 23rd
November, 1941 and died
on the 1st October, 2020.
A member of Aosdána,
he received numerous
awards including
the Irish Academy of
Letters Award, the Scott
Moncrieff Translation
Prize, and Lannan and
Guggenheim Fellowships.
In recognition of his
‘lifetime’s achievement’
Derek Mahon received
the David Cohen Prize for
Literature in 2007.

Philippa Spearing Flowers

Mendip District Council fund a not-for-profit
loan scheme for homeowners and landlords*.
We understand the expense of maintaining
your home and we work with you to take the
stress out of funding repairs, improvements
or adaptations.

Weddings & Special Events
Local, Seasonal Flowers
where possible

01749 840202 / 07768 738850
bpspearing@btinternet.com
www.philippaspearing.vpweb.co.uk

We see you as an individual, not a credit
score. Our knowledgeable team of advisers
will guide you through the process of
applying for a home improvement loan.

For a no-obligation assessment
or more information visit
www.lendology.org.uk or call 01823 461099
Heatherton Park Studios, Bradford on Tone, Taunton, TA4 1EU

*subject to eligibility

www.cerisephotography.co.uk
Rebecca Waters
For more information please look
at my website or contact me on:01749 841282 or 07968 294876
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PeterBowen Art

Handmade in East Horrington . . .

Cream Jug
300ml
Butter Dish with Lid
for 250g butter
Sugar Bowl with Lid
and Gold Leafy Spoon

www.peterbowenart.co.uk

07989 163 152

Wills, Probate, Power of Attorney
Purely Probate: Solicitors with heart serving clients we value
“Purely Probate not only have a straightforward, transparent and clear fee structure, but were also much
better value for money than previous solicitors and they took less than half the time!!” Clive, Langport
“Purely Probate were wonderfully thoughtful, efficient and professional in their dealing
with the preparation of my Will.” Elizabeth, Bath
“Judith, thank you for the work you have done for us regarding my late Mother’s estate, our Wills and
Powers of Attorney. We have all been most impressed with the team at Purely Probate and have no
hesitation in recommending you to our friends!” Anthea, Meare

Judith Derbyshire
your local solicitor 01458 850 146
jd@purelyprobate.co.uk

01458 850 146

Purely Probate Solicitors, Lower Farm Offices, West Bradley BA6 8LT

Serving the communities of Ashwick, Binegar, Oakhill and surrounds
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CLIFFORD FOOTT GARDEN MAINTENANCE
All aspects of gardening covered from weeding to landscaping,
garden clearance, fencing and patios
Call Cliff to discuss your needs:

07794 846180
cafoott@me.com

Gardening with a smile whatever the weather.
Fully insured.

Freckles & Boo is a new farm shop, bringing you
the very best produce fresh from the farms and
fields of Somerset and beyond.
Our shelves are packed full of the finest local fruit &
veg, dairy and meat products are delivered daily from
our partners in the region. We also have a fantastic
range of artisan bread and a great selection of local
wine, beer and cider.
We look forward to welcoming you through our doors.
Gavin, Tara and the team x

Rookery Farm Binegar BA3 4UL
Open Tue-Sat 9am-5pm • Sun 10am-2pm
www.frecklesandboo.co.uk theteam@frecklesandboo.co.uk 07506363929
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Yenstone Walling & Landscaping

Drystone wall specialist
DSWA certified – Patrick Houchen
All types of stone walling undertaken
01963 371123
www.yenstonewalling.co.uk

Call Us to Speak
to a Funeral Director

01749 840499

Contact our funeral directors, in Oakhill, Somerset,
to discover more about our wide-ranging services.
01749 840499
Midsomer Norton 01761 418921
Shepton Mallet 01749 346567
n_maggs@hotmail.co.uk
njmaggsfuneralservices.co.uk
Open 24/7
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Radstock
Highfield House,
Bath Road,
Oakhill, Radstock,
Somerset, BA3 5AF
Shepton Mallet
18A Commercial Road
Shepton Mallet, BA4 5DJ

PROPERTY HANDYMAN
SERVICES AND REPAIRS
Home owners, residents,
offices, businesses, letting
agencies and landlords.
JAMES ANDREWS

Fully insured and family run.

T: 0781 4759441 / 07800 895785

Contact us today for a free,
no obligation quote.

E: n.sage83@yahoo.co.uk

For further details call:

07533 442040 or 07895 715637

The Care Team

WE ARE AN INDEPENDENT TEAM OF CARERS, WORKING IN THE COMMUNITY. WE ARE
ABLE TO MEET A WIDE SPECTRUM OF SUPPORT IN YOUR HOME COVERING ALL
ASPECTS OF CARE. EACH CARER HAS EXTENSIVE EXPERIENCE, WITH A VERY WIDE
SCOPE, ENABLING US TO PROVIDE A CARE-PLAN SUITED TO YOUR NEEDS.
ORIGINALLY, FOUR YEARS AGO, THREE OF US, WHO WERE ALREADY IN THE CARING
DOMAIN, WERE BROUGHT TOGETHER THROUGH LOOKING AFTER A VERY SPECIAL
LADY, SINCE WHICH TIME WE HAVE GROWN SIGNIFICANTLY. WE OFFER DAYTIME
SHIFT CARE, EVENING SHIFT CARE, NIGHTCARE AND 24 HOUR CARE AT HIGHLY
COMPETITIVE RATES THROUGH OUR INTEGRATED TEAM OF DEDICATED LOCAL CARE
PROVIDERS.
IF YOU OR A MEMBER OF YOUR FAMILY ARE CONSIDERING THE OPTION TO HAVE
SOME ASSISTANCE WITH YOUR DAILY/NIGHTLY CARE, PLEASE CONTACT US AND WE
WOULD BE DELIGHTED TO CALL IN FOR A CHAT.
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Mendip Rural Ser vices Ltd
Lawn Mower and Garden Machinery
Servicing, repairs, Repairs and sales

www.mendipruralservices.co.uk
T: 07974 259766 Workshop: 07491 665290
• Chainsaws made and sharpened • Logs for Sale

Springfield, Haydon Drove, Haydon, Wells, Somerset BA5 3EH

Vinyl Records Wanted
Cash Paid

Paul Merrett
Stonework
Patios
Drives
Extensions
Mini Digger & Driver
Tel: 01373 836787

Ring Rob 07745 599522

PETE BURR

GARDEN MAINTENANCE

Walling & Fencing
•
Turfing – Patios
•
Hedge Trimming
•
Site Clearance
•
Fully Insured Staff

www.crossgardensalcombe.com

Microsoft Excel
Home and Business

Training – Beginner to Advanced
Bespoke development
Data analysis

Ring Pete for a free estimate
Mobile: 07813 087899
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Andy Scott

01749 841 688
andy@oakgrid.co.uk

www.oakgrid.co.uk

under new
ownership
Award-winning food cooked using local, seasonal ingredients
Delicious Sunday roasts • Stonebaked sourdough pizzas
Local guest ales & Oakhill Inn house ale
Excellent wine list • 20+ wines by the glass
Sunny courtyard garden • log fires in Autumn/Winter
5 En suite bedrooms • Large dining room for private events

Opening times:
Mon-Fri: 12.00-3.00 & 5.00-10.00 Food: 12.00-2.00 & 6.00-9.00
Sat: 12.00-11.00 Food: 12.00-3.00 & 5.00-9.00
Sun: 12.00-10.00 Food: 12.00-3.00 & 5.00-8.00

The Oakhill Inn, Fosse Road, Radstock, BA3 5HU

01749 840442 • info@theoakhill.com
www.theoakhillinn.com

INSURANCE THAT’S
ON YOUR DOORSTEP
Having a local office means we’re accessible, whether you need to make
changes to your policy or make a claim.
Our insurance products and financial services include:
• Home
• Car
• Business

• Farm
• Property Owners
• Equine

• Financial Planning
• Pensions
• Investments

NFU Mutual Financial Advisers advise on NFU Mutual products and selected products from
specialist providers. When you get in touch we’ll explain the advice services offered and the
charges. Financial advice is provided by NFU Mutual Select Investments Limited.

For a real conversation about your insurance call us or pop in
NFU Mutual Bath, The Old Stables, Manor Farm, Stratton On The Fosse, Bath,
BA3 4QF
Tel: 01761 239382

Our Agents are appointed representatives of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited (No. 111982). Registered in England. Registered Office: Tiddington Road,
Stratford upon Avon, Warwickshire, CV37 7BJ. Authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. A
member of the Association of British Insurers.

D-22B92265
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J C Upholstery

Kevin Grubb
Carpenter and Joiner
Building and property maintenance

kwgjoinery.co.uk

kevin.grubb87@gmail.com

Tel: 07821005519

Quality re-upholstery
Free estimates
Setees and chairs made to order
1 Dye Lane, Oakhill, Radstock,
BA3 5AJ
Free Quotations
Tel: 01749 840930
Out of Hours: 01761 434174

Pauls Auto Services

Electrical &
Mechanical
Repairs
Servicing

Welding
Fabrication
Minor Body
Work

MOTs Arranged
Tel: 01749 841047 Mob: 07970480967

CASH BINGO
@ THE GEORGE INN,
GURNEY SLADE
EVERY MONDAY NIGHT
BOOKS ON SALE £1 EACH
FROM 7:15PM - 7:30PM START
TEL: 01749 840667
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ACCUBOOKS
Your Local Bookkeeping Service

VAT Returns
Bookkeeping
Payroll

Rob Maher

Monthly/Quarterly Management

Painter & Decorator

Sole Traders and Small Businesses

City & Guilds Qualified

M : 07904975280

Extensive Experience – Interior
& Exterior
For a FREE estimate call:-

Mobile: 07745 599522
Evenings: 01749 671853

E : f.phillips924@btinternet.com

THE BEACON

Please address all articles/enquiries/
advertising requests to The Editorial Team:
magazine@beacontrinity.church
Tel: 01749 840526

March magazine deadline:
Monday, 8th February

The Post Office Stores - Gurney Slade
Opening hours 5.30am-8pm weekdays, 7am-1pm Sundays
Karen and Paul Weller will be pleased to supply your daily bread plus a full
range of grocery and household products including cleaning, SWEB key
recharging. Get your National Lottery and Euromillions tickets here.
Also Road Fund licenses, newspapers, insurances and many other new
products at the Post Office. All at reasonable prices - served in friendly,
comfortable and hygienic surroundings.
Orders taken and delivered Tel: 01749 840367

LOCAL ELECTRICIAN
PHIL BRIDGES ELECTRICAL

Reliable local electrician for all domestic, commercial and
industrial installations
Tel: 01749 840821 Mob: 07527 843550
Email: phil.bridgesElectrical@hotmail.co.uk
For future reference cut out and keep by phone
NIC EIC Approved Contractor
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E . EMERY & SONS
1 GLADSTONE VILLA , ASHWICK

Local Family - Independent Funeral Directors
Traditional & Non Traditional Funerals
Pre- Paid Funerals Can Be Arranged
Personal To Your Requirements
Home Visits 24 Hour Service All Areas Covered
Chapel Of Rest
Contact Jonathan and Jane on 01749 840350
E-MAIL jbemery22@aol.com

A weekly class of:

Tai Chi

for better health
Every Monday for one hour from 2-3pm in
Ashwick & Oakhill Village Hall.
"Tai Chi is an easy exercise and the best
exercise you can do to improve your
health and wellbeing."
Jo Webb is a qualified
Volunteer Tai Chi Instructor
Limited numbers – booking essential
contact Jo on 01749 342035
jo.webb@mbzonline.net
A suggested donation of £3 is requested to cover costs
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Registered
Osteopath
Trevenen Pascoe

Structural and Cranial Osteopathy, Gentle
effective treatment for the whole body.
42 High Street,
Shepton Mallet, BA4 5AS
Tel: (01749) 342594

BSc (Hons) Ost. Med. ND.

FRICKER

Painting & Decorating

City & Guilds Qualiﬁed Tradesman
Interior & Exterior - Free Estimates

Tel: 01761 410891 Mob: 07974 874301
Email: mail@frickerpainting.co.uk

RED ROOM PRE-SCHOOL
School House, High Street,
Chewton Mendip. BA3 4LL
Ofsted EY313518, Reg. Charity no. 1053784.

Children aged 2-5 years
Come and learn through play and having ‘fun’.

At our Outstanding pre-school

Open 7.45 am-4.00 pm every weekday during school term time.
Funded places for 2 yr. olds and up to 30 hours for 3 yr. olds
Contact Elaine Blackmore: 01761 240700

www.masseywilcox.com
e-mail: enquiries@masseywilcox.com

Phone: 01761-232983
Fax: 01761-233184
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Combe Garden Maintenance
Tree surgery – felling, limbing & topping
Chipping & log splitting
Large or small lawns mowed
Fencing contracting – all types
Groundworks & drainage – 11/2 tonne digger & driver
Fully qualified & insured • 30 years experience

Call Rick for a free quote:
07795 428242

Osborne
Tree Services

All aspects of tree surgery
Tree Shaping, Pollarding,
Felling, Hedge Trimming,
Stump Removal,
Garden Clearance
• Fully insured •
•NPTC qualified •
• National Certificate
in Arboriculture •

ALEX
BOWN
Hedgelaying
Hedgelaying
Coppicing
Scrub
Clearing

Jody Osborne
Greystones, Prestleigh Road,
Evercreech, Somerset BA4 6JY
07896 813934
osbornetreeservices@hotmail.co.uk
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Tel: 01749 840598
Mob: 07813 006 919

nelius
r
o
C

Bespoke Metalwork
by Zak Bolton
Gates, Railings, Chandeliers, Traditional Weather Vanes,
Fireside Tools, etc. Hand crafted to your personal design

Come and make something in Iron, Copper or Brass,
have a go, learn and surprise yourself.

Phone: Zak on 07796 634510

Page 41

tel: Sheila 07962 111758
01749 841472
email: laylalester@hotmail.com

Mobile Hairdresser
and Qualified Therapist
Manicure & Pedicure
Massage
Reflexology
Waxing
Eyelash Tinting & Eyebrow Shaping

Wedding Hair and Event
Make-Up

CJ Window Cleaning
Chris Jackson
Traditional window cleaning
Fascias and gutters
BWCA Registered
DBS checked
07876 235490
cjwindows1@gmail.com
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GARAGE DOOR & PRE-FABRICATED
BUILDING SPECIALISTS
WE’LL RECOMMEND A SOLUTION
THAT SUITS YOU, NOT US
That means we listen to your needs, take on board your wants
and, very importantly, take into account your budget. We can
then advise you on the best way to go; whether that be a
complete bespoke garage, top of the range automated door,
a basic up and over or simply a repair.
So with direct access to the top manufacturers, a huge stock
of spare parts for all makes and our own teams of experienced
engineers, you can be assured of the result you want.
Trading Standards Approved Trader
Call Debbie or Nicola on 01761 419999

Showroom: Radstock Rd, Midsomer Norton, BA3 2AD

www.sdsgaragedoors.co.uk

For details of our pre-fab buildings please
visit: www.sdsconcretegarages.co.uk

The Most Thorough Cleaning
You’ve Ever Seen Or Its Free!!
Carpets Advanced Low Moisture System.

What We Give Others Can’t

Superb results and dry in as little as 30mins!
Your neighbours will think you’ve got new.

* Value For Money – You get what you

can look like new and smell fresh again.

* Accurate Appointment Times

Upholstery Fabric and leather upholstery

Oriental & Area Rugs Off site cleaning

facility for superior results. Free Collection &
Delivery.
Hard Flooring Restorative
cleaning, sealing and re-polishing
of Natural Stone, Ceramic &
Porcelain Tiles & Grout, Wood,
Vinyl etc. Re-polishing of
limestone, travertine and marble.
Floors, worktops, vanity units,
showers and bathrooms.

pay for. We may not be cheapest, (we won’t
use the tricks necessary to be so!)

No more waiting around! 10 or more mins
late, we ring ahead.
* 100% Money Back Guarantee We
are not perfect! If a spot re-appears or you’re
unhappy, we’ll return and re-clean free. If
you are still unhappy, your payment will not
be accepted.
Free, Friendly Advice
TLC (Bath) Ltd, Unit 33,
Old Mills, Paulton BS39 7SU

www.tlcbath.co.uk
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01761
235600

Carpentry & Building
Phone: 01749 841022
Solving all domestic
& commercial pest issues

	
  
DEVELOPERS

Rats, Mice, Squirrels
Ants, Bed Bugs, Bird Proofing,
Cockroaches, Flies, Fleas, Wasps & more...

Call or message us for a free quote!

07917 638450

Woodwork
Shop
Facilities

Find us on Facebook
@PestSolutionsSouthWest

Expert pest solutions
for over 10 years.

Free Quotations

The Beacon
Advertise your business here
The Beacon has a circulation of 850
copies, distributed free each month in
Ashwick, Oakhill and Binegar.
Annual Advertising Rates
for The Beacon:

5 Tables at any one time
Booking essential: 01749 841718
ALSO we are still offering
A full Take-Away service

e-mail info@hartleyskitchen.com

£35.00

QUARTER PAGE

£55.00

HALF PAGE

£110.00

FULL PAGE

£160.00

Please address all enquiries
to the Honorary Editorial Team at:
magazine@beacontrinity.church

Fully Licensed with a great range of
soft drinks both hot and cold
Rookery Farm, Binegar, BA3 4UL

EIGHTH PAGE

The deadline for the March magazine is:
Monday, 8th February 2021
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HAVE SOMETHING
TO SELL?
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OUR RECENT RESULTS SPEAK FOR THEMSELVES…

FREE HOME VISITS FOR VALUATIONS, PLEASE CALL
OUR OFFICE TO BOOK ON 01373 852419
WE HOLD MONTHLY SALES OF ANTIQUES AND COLLECTABLES.
OUR SALE IS FULLY PHOTOGRAPHED AND CATALOGUED AND
CAN BE FOUND ON THE-SALEROOM.COM
*ALL SOLD PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO BUYERS PREMIUM

SALE ROOMS
Gareth Wasp
Telephone 01373 852419
The Agricultural Centre, Standerwick, Frome BA11 2QB
gareth.wasp@cooperandtanner.co.uk
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NorthernLights
beauty

Northern lights Beauty covers all your beauty needs :

Do you have unwanted body hair?

SHR permanent hair removal is now at
Northern Lights Beauty and I’m here to help.

Autumn special offers

Lip/chin/cheek £15 • Neck £20 • Underarms £25
Basic bikini £25 • Brazilian/Hollywood £45 • 1/2 leg £59

I can also offer multiple areas:

Brazilian/ Hollywood and underarms £60

These are just some of the fantastic offers I can do.
Call today to discuss your unwanted hair needs

Quote
m
when ag02
callin
g

prices are based on one session - a minimum of 6 is required and the average is approx 9

Claire@northernlightsbeauty.co.uk or 07834244582
The Birch, Stoke Cresent, Stoke St Michael BA3 5HE

Financial advice of true family value
I provide a comprehensive wealth management
service, offering specialist face-to-face advice
tailored to you. My services include:
• Investment Planning • Inheritance Tax Planning
• Retirement Planning • Intergenerational Planning
For further details please contact:

Zac Cambourne
Tel: 01761 202035
Email: zac.cambourne@sjpp.co.uk
www.zaccambourne.co.uk
H2SJP28802 05/18
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St. James, Ashwick
Holy Trinity, Binegar
All Saints, Oakhill

A beacon
beacon of
of welcome,
welcome,acceptance
acceptanceand
and
hope centred on Jesus.
hope
centred on Jesus.

CONTACTS

Ministers:
CONTACTS
Richard Priestley:
vicar@beacontrinity.church / 01749 840239
Ministers
Mandy
Priestley
Priest in charge - Rev’d
Richard
Priestley
01749 840239 / vicar@beacontrinity.church
Safeguarding Officer:
The Rectory, Fosse Rd. Oakhill BA3 5HU
Branden Heselton:
safeguarding@beacontrinity.church
Pioneer Community Priest - Rev’d Mandy Priestley
Parish
Church
Wardens:
01749 840239
Ashwick
Rachael Norris:
07787 131074
Reader/Minister - Mrs.
Kirsteen
Heselton
Caroline
Stevens:
01749 840170
01749 840550 / meadowfield6@hotmail.co.uk
Binegar
Patsy Scadding:
01749 841163
01749 840300
Curate - Rev’d RichDavid
MilesStone:
- curate@beacontrinity.church

…
Oakhill

Vacancy

Parish Treasurer:
Safeguarding
Officer
Branden Heselton : 01749 840550 / branden.7@hotmail.co.uk
		
treasurer@beacontrinity.church
Parish
contacts
ParishChurch
Secretary:

Diana Marshall:
secretary@beacontrinity.church
Binegar Patsy Scadding 841163 / patsy411@icloud.com
Magazine Editorial Team:
Ashwick Caroline Stevens 840170 / warrenfarm@talktalk.net
		
magazine@beacontrinity.church
Oakhill Robin Perry 841379 / rperryoil@aol.com

Hon Editorial Team
Hon Magazine Treasurer - Peter Dennis
Treasurer
Philip Belben
840626 / philip@axeside.co.uk
magazine@beacontrinity.church
9 The Acorns Little London, Oakhill, BA3 5BT
The Chapel,
Maitland
Close, Nettlebridge
BA3 5AA
Pam and
Peter Dennis
with Lee Linford
Tel: 840526

Magazine enquiries/contributions to the Editor
c/o 9 The Acorns, Little London, Oakhill, BA3 5BT
email: magazine@beacontrinity.church Tel: 01749 840526

Deadline for March edition: Monday, 8th February
This publication has been designed using resources from Freepik.com and Pixabay.com.
Hand-drawn icons (p4) designed by 0melapics/Freepik; gardening illustrations (p9) designed by macrovector/Freepik;
soda bread image (p12) by by HomeMaker/Pixabay; raspberries image (p13) by lifeforstock/Freepik; nature photo (p29)
created by kjpargeter - www.freepik.com; roses in garden illustration (p31) designed by Freepik;
ying yang illustration (p38) from Pixabay.com.

Sponsored by Ashwick Parish Council and Binegar & Gurney Slade
Parish Council, Massey Wilcox, Morris & Perry,
The Swan Hotel, LKAB Minerals
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