
Cover photo: © Andy Ladhams

SEPTEMBER 2021

Ashwick, Oakhill & Binegar News

The Beacon



Church Services – September 2021

Sunday, 5th September	 10am 	 Communion	 St. James, Ashwick

Sunday, 12th September	 10am	 Communion 	 All Saints, Oakhill	

Sunday, 19th September	 11am 	 Harvest Festival	 Binegar Fair Field

Sunday, 26th September	 10am 	 Communion	 Holy Trinity, Binegar

Would you like to support the 
churches in our parish? 

Please scan the QR code and make a 
donation online. 

Thank you.

facebook.com/beacontrinity instagram.com/beacontrinity
Follow us on Instagram!

Please visit www.beacontrinity.church or:
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from the Hill
View

The summer is over, and 
winter is on its way!  Well, 
hopefully, we will have an Indian 
summer before we enjoy autumn. 

I am excited for our Harvest this year. You may remember last year we were under 
restrictions and had a Drive-in harvest festival. Thankfully we don’t have those same 
restrictions although we are still being cautious and caring for each other, especially 
those who are most vulnerable.  We are having a Harvest Festival Day on 19th September 
at Holy Trinity Binegar and the Fair Field.

There is a poster on page 6 with more details. This is a chance to get together in a safe way 
and have a celebration.  Bring a picnic and listen to the live music, buy a cake, or visit the 
beautifully harvest-decorated church, join in the family games, or just come and see friends.

We will also be planting three fruit trees as the start of our community orchard in the Fair 
Field, and you can find out more about the plans for the space.

As I look ahead, I am cautiously optimistic that we will have more safe gatherings in our 
community in the coming months.  Harvest is the first and that is outside.  We are 
planning for Christmas and pray that we will be able to have some of the more usual 
celebrations this year.  Going forward it is time to plan for 2022. 

I have always said that the church events are not primarily about raising money but 
growing community.  But raising funds is a secondary purpose and after the pandemic 
stripping us of all community fund raising this priority is in danger of becoming top.

This is why we have other ways to give like the QR code and through the website.  Some 
people do question me about this because there is an impression that the church is so 
wealthy - why do we need people to give?  The reason is that the Church of England 
nationally may own land and property of real value, but this does not fund the local church 
fully.  The Parochial Church Council of any parish is responsible for the day to day running 
of church buildings and contribute toward the presence of a vicar in the community, 
alongside other ministry. In Beacon Trinity we have three listed church buildings, which all 
need insuring, maintaining, heating etc. even before we think abut the cost of a vicar and 
the cost of ministry.  Most people I speak to like the fact that there is a vicar living in 
Oakhill and that the three church buildings are still here. If this is to continue, we need to 
have the funds to pay the bills. 

If you would like to become a regular donor toward the running costs of the parish please 
get in touch with our treasurer Rachel treasurer@beacontrinity.church or if you would like 
to make a special donation today please use the QR code on page 2 or send a cheque via 
the Rectory, Fosse Rd. Oakhill BA3 5HU

Hope to see you at Harvest Festival on September 19th.
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Community corner

Farewell Celebration!
Katy Beauchamp has worked for a number 
of years at Ashwick & Oakhill Playgroup 
and, latterly, at Oakhill Church School 
Nursery.  She has decided to leave her 
role as Nursery Lead this year and will be 
much missed. At a leaving party at Ashwick 
& Oakhill Village Hall in July many of the 
children she taught over the years came to 
wish her well for the future.

Simbriss Farm Open Garden
A sincere thank you to everyone who 
helped me to prepare to open my garden, 
supplied and served refreshments or came 
along to support fund-raising for Dorothy 
House Hospice Care. The amount raised 
over the two days, including donations, 
was an amazing £745. I’m very grateful to 
you all.

Pauline West 

Whist Drive
Do you like playing cards?  
Why not join us? 2nd Tuesday of 
each month in Oakhill Church 
Room at 7.30 pm. For further 
details contact Mary Dampier 
on 01749 840649.

Knit & Natter
Come and join our very friendly Knit and 
Natter group at Binegar Village Hall. 
From 10.30 am to 12 noon for just £2 on 
the second Wednesday of each month, 
starting 8th September. You don’t 
have to knit just come for coffee 
and chat. Contact Carole on  
07980 979365.

Oakhill and Ashwick  
Local History Group
September sees our first meeting indoors 
since the Pandemic began, and our first 
in the newly renovated Ashwick & Oakhill 
Village Hall. 

We meet at 7.30 pm on Wednesday, 
September 15th with a talk from  
Dr Francis Burroughes on ‘The Man who 
rebuilt Wessex, Benjamin Ferrey’.  
We hope to see you – both old friends  
and as many new 
faces as possible!  
Non-members 
welcome, £2 on the 
night. Refreshments 
and chat after the 
talk. More info on  
01749 840200. 
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From Roemead Farm. 
Written by 
Gerald Esain.

Weather Report: 
July 2021

July was 
changeable with 

some very warm days, 
five over 30.0°C. The highest 

reading was 31.8°C on the 18th.
Rainfall at times was heavy with thunder, 

45mm recorded on July 24th. Total rainfall 
135.7mm, above average for this site.

East Mendip Gardening Club
(Chair: markamanley81@googlemail.com)

28th September 
Nick Mann: Wildflowers and Meadow areas 
in the garden

26th October 
Christine Pritchard:  ‘The designed garden 
- A thing of beauty and a job forever - 
apologies to Keats’

23rd November 
Richard Ricketts: A Buzz in the Garden. 
Gardening for Bees.

14th December 
AGM and social 
evening

Meetings start 
at 7.30 pm in 
Ashwick  
& Oakhill  
Village Hall.

NEW Baby & Toddler Group

Little Acorns in Ashwick
Tuesdays 9.30 - 11.30am
Ashwick Church Rooms

Real coffee or tea  
plus snack for little ones. £1 per family.

Begins September 14th

Picture of a Broad-bodied Chaser dragonfly, taken  
by Mike Knight

This month's cover...
This month's harvest themed photograph 
was taken by Andy Ladhams. Please send 
photos for the cover (portrait orientation, in 
colour) to: magazine@beacontrinity.church 
Thank you.Picture of flamingos at Slimbridge, taken by Pam Dennis
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Bring a picnic and 
enjoy an afternoon of 
fun on  

Binegar 
Fair 
Field 
Cake stall, East 
Mendip Gardening 
Club stall, produce,  
refreshments,  games 
Live music with 
Midsomer Norton & 
Radstock Silver 
Training Band & The 
Somerset Russets

Harvest 
festival

Sunday 19th 
September 11am  

Outdoor service

O a k h i l l 
Methodist

SCARECROW 
COMPETITION 
Make & Bring your 
scarecrow & win a prize.

office@beacontrinity.church

And afternoon of fun  
and games with Bar-b-q & live 
music 
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My name is Jude Clements and from 
1st September I will be the new  

Head Teacher at the Primary School in the village. 

It is my privilege to be taking up the post at the beginning of 
my 24th year of teaching. I grew up on a dairy farm in South 
Oxfordshire and after my university training I settled in 
Surrey where I began my teaching career. I now live in Bath 
with my husband and the two youngest of our six children. 
I’m so grateful I live close to beautiful countryside where I 
enjoy a short run and walks with my family.

I am committed to the Church of England’s Vision for 
education and see the outworking of it at Oakhill:  part of my 
role is to strengthen and develop this, leading Oakhill Church School into its’ exciting  
new chapter.

I am keen to continue and further develop the good relationships between the local 
community, businesses, the church and school:  over the coming months, restrictions 
permitting, I hope to meet many of you at various community events.  In the meantime, 
please feel free to email me or drop by to introduce yourself and tell me your Oakhill Story.

Jude Clements

New Head Teacher 
@ Oakhill Church School

London Marathon – Sunday 3rd October 2021
We’re inviting every school across the country to take part in the 2021 
Virgin Money Giving Mini London Marathon in schools. It is a chance for 
children and young people of all ages and abilities to be part of some-
thing amazing by running, jogging, walking or wheeling 2.6 miles in their schools, between Monday 
27 September and Friday 22 October. 
By taking part, children will be part of the world’s greatest marathon, joining 50,000 runners 
completing 26.2 miles on the streets of London in the mass Virgin Money London Marathon, and a 
further 50,000 people running a virtual event of the same distance across the world.
Last year more than 100,000 children took part in the Virgin Money Giving Mini London Marathon in 
schools. This year, we are aiming to inspire 500,000 children to finish the event between Monday 
27 September and Friday 22 October.
Every child who takes part – up to 500,000 – will receive a free commemorative Virgin Money 
Giving Mini London Marathon in schools pin badge. There will be lots of other resources available, 
including downloadable running numbers, posters, certificates, and videos, to help get the London 
Marathon buzz going at your school.
#WeRunTogether
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Looking to the next chapter
‘Back to school!’ perhaps has never sounded so good. For those of us who found last 
year disrupted in terms of school, college or University, some of our young people and 
their parents might be really looking forward to the doors re-opening! And perhaps their 
teachers too!

Of course, things will not be the same as they were. A new school year always means 
change. New classes, new goals, new possibilities. An opportunity to start with a clean 
sheet, open the next chapter of the book of our lives. 

Here in Bath and Wells we are also looking to the next chapter in our story of faith 
together. This month we will be bringing together all we have learnt from listening to 
others about where we are as a diocese and what sort of bishop we now need to lead us 
into the future. If you haven’t already done so, please have your say by attending the open 
consultation Zoom meeting on September 20th. We have already heard the thoughts of 
almost 1000 of our children across schools in the county, as well as hundreds of adults!

It will be some time before we know who our next Diocesan Bishop will be but now is 
the time to start praying for him or her so that they might hear from God as we also seek 
God’s wisdom and guidance. And let’s pray too for ourselves and all those within our 
diocese, that each of us will find God’s will for the next stage of our journey. 

None of us can know what that might hold for certain. The last year or two have shown us 
how difficult it is to predict anything! Some of us have lost loved ones and livelihoods. It 
will take time to recover and to renew our hope.

There will be challenges along the way and we have much to face together. However, our 
hope is in the Lord and we hold to the promises of His word…

‘’For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to 
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”

Proverbs 29:11

Bishop Ruth

September Message
Ruth Worsley,  
Bishop of Taunton
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Following the retirement of Bishop Peter in May, the diocese is now looking to the future 
and taking the necessary steps to appoint the next Bishop of Bath and Wells. 

As part of the process of finding our new bishop, people across the diocese are being 
asked to share their views. Hundreds of people completed surveys expressing their hopes 
for the new bishop in the summer and in September the Archbishops’ Appointments 
Secretary and the Prime Minister’s Appointments Secretary will meet with various groups 
of people in the diocese and then hold an open public meeting, where all can contribute. 

The process is taken forward by the Vacancy in See Committee, a cross-section of people 
from across the diocese. The Vacancy in See committee has two aims, to consult, discern 
and prepare a diocesan Statement of Needs, a document which reflects the hopes and 
challenges for the ministry of the next bishop and to portray what is distinctive about the 
Diocese of Bath and Wells.

The second aim is to elect six representatives to join the Crown Nominations Commission 
(CNC) which is responsible for the actual interviews process.

Chaired by the Archbishop of Canterbury, the CNC, is responsible for interviewing the 
potential candidates before a recommendation is sent to Her Majesty the Queen. The 
appointment of a new bishop is then made by the Queen following an established 
process.

Simon Hill, Archdeacon of Taunton and Chair of the Vacancy in See Committee says, 
“Everyone, young and old, church going and non-church going, has been invited to share 
their thoughts through surveys and consultation.”

If you have any queries or views you wish to contribute, please email:  
newbishop@bathwells.anglican.org

Find out more about the progress at:  
www.bathandwells.org.uk/new-bishop

The search for a new bishop
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Rector Mortimer saw four bishops come and go, now it was four Whitchurch 
Prebendaries in quick succession. They followed George Cooper’s 73-year long 
tenure as Prebendary.

John Harries came to Wells in 1622, a protégé of the mildly puritan Bishop Lake.  
In 1627, Archbishop George Abbot presented Harries to Whitchurch. At heart 
though, Harries was a teacher and it was for Winchester College that he resigned 
the Prebend in 1631. In the Civil War he took Parliament’s side. This eased his life 
as Warden of Winchester College during the puritan Commonwealth.

Less lucky was James Wedderburn, Prebendary 1631-38. By then, our bishop and 
the Archbishop were high churchmen, imposing their ways on the Church.   
Though Wedderburn was a Scot and grandson of a renowned Scottish protestant, 
he too was a high churchman. As Professor of Divinity at St Andrews, he helped 
prepare the new liturgy for the Scottish Church.   His rise was swift and by 1636 
he was Bishop of Dunblane.  However, when the 1638 Church of Scotland Glasgow 
Assembly deposed the bishops, they included Wedderburn specifically because, 
“he had been a confidential agent of Laud, Archbishop of Canterbury, in 
introducing the new liturgy and popish ceremonies”. He fled Scotland, sought 
sanctuary with Laud at Canterbury and died.

The King himself presented Thomas Rowe to Whitchurch Prebend in 1638.  
Though barely 40, he had already travelled widely, been Vice Provost of King’s 
College, Cambridge and chaplain to Archbishop William Laud. Within 10 months, 
he died too, maybe of one of those pestilences that ravaged Somerset in  
these years.

William Piers was less than 18 months ordained before, in 1639, he was presented 
to Whitchurch Prebend by his father, Bishop William Piers. The Bishop appointed 
his son Rector of Buckland St Mary in the teeth of opposition from the patron of 
the Parish, puritan Sir Francis Popham. The son received a number of other livings 
from his father and the Archdeaconry first of Bath then of Taunton. In this way, 
the Bishop managed to alienate most of the Somerset gentry. William junior lived 
until 1682 but was deprived of his livings after the Civil War during  
Cromwell’s Commonwealth.

Tales of old

Richard Higgins
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When I was a child there were two annual events that used to take for ever to come around. 
These days for some reason beyond my understanding, as soon as one has come and gone 
another is just waiting around the corner; one of  course being Christmas, the other  
my birthday.

So, it was one morning recently the calendar reminded me that the anniversary of  this 
birthday event had come around again. An occasion that Molly and quite a number of  
family and friends kindly marked with cards and gifts, one of  which was a book written by 
a fellow who recently became something of  a hero, both to me and I’m sure countless other 
people.  The book, an autobiography with the title ‘Tomorrow will be a Good Day’, was 
written by Captain Tom Moore. It turned out to be quite a detailed account of  his long life 
up to his looking forward to his one hundredth birthday.

However, two things became apparent; from an early age he’d made up his mind to do his 
best whatever he was involved in and to treat other people with respect.

It was a way of  life that he took with him when he joined the army at the outbreak of  
WWII.  His decision to be a good soldier soon earned him promotion up through the ranks 
of  NCOs that was to lead on to his becoming a commissioned officer, eventually rising to 
the rank of  Captain.

In 1941 he was posted to India travelling by ship to Bombay, then travelling across country 
to a Royal Artillery barracks called Kirkee; --- Kirkee!! Well just fancy that, ‘cause I was 
billeted in Kirkee Barracks with the 20th Field Regiment R.A. in 1951; not, I hasten to add 
in India, but Colchester in England. But to stay with Captain Tom; it was the fifth of  April 
2020 that was to start him on the road from becoming unknown outside his family and 
friends, to in a few short weeks becoming something of  an international celebrity.

It all began when he was recovering from repairs to a broken hip. He told the daughter and 
her family with whom he was living, that he had decided to take his walker out and do a 
few laps of  the twenty-five-metre drive. So it was, one thing leading to another, the family 
offered him a pound a lap, encouraging him to do a hundred laps by his birthday.  He 
decided if  he could make £100 it could be given to the NHS who had looked after him so 
well. The family went one better setting up a fund-raising page with a target of  £1,000 
called Walk with Tom!

Well, we all know the results; I, like thousands of  people all over the world, followed the 
news day by day as he pursued his goal of  one hundred laps before his one hundredth 
birthday. As we hoped and I’m sure some of  us prayed, he did it! His tomorrow was 
Certainly a good day for Captain Sir Tom Moore! 

Grenville’s Ramblin’s...

Grenville Reakes
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Letter to the Editor from Wendy Treasure (nee Flagg)  

‘Treasured Memories’
Dear Editor,

I have been clearing paperwork from years ago and found this  
old magazine.

I was married in Binegar church in 1963 and from a toddler lived 
in Binegar although being the youngest of 7, we were all born at 
Haydon Farm, West Horrington, a 5-bed farmhouse as my dad was 
the manager which then belonged to George Phelps, Palace Farm, Wells. He moved to a 
tied house in Binegar to work for Jack Martin. However, he had one heart attack and then 
another fatal one in 1950 when I was 6. We then had to move to Dalleston. My two elder 
sisters were already married as was my brother John.

Three of the boys did National Service; John was stationed at Troon in Scotland, secret 
service, Malcolm in the R.A.F went to Aden and Donald went to Korea.  He received a 
medal. Kevin just missed it. Donald came back and went working for Mr Devenish & Priddy 
who is buried on top of our dad in Binegar church. All used to pump the organ, I can 
remember Marjory Hill played it. I went to Sunday School, and I think the vicar then was 
Rev. Cox. The Church Army came in a big caravan and took lessons etc which was parked 
in the vicarage opposite. We all had access to go and play snooker, tennis table etc in  
the vicarage.

When we called the banns, we had to apply as Emborough 
was our parish, but it was then Rev. Langley who was 
then in East Horrington vicarage - we could remember 
all the cats over his desk when we went to see him! I was 
confirmed in the church there years before with the  
Flower boys. 

I have since met Molly Reakes, Grenville’s wife, when 
they opened up the church and invited all people who 
were married in the month of March 1988, re their Silver 
Wedding.  Also met school friends, David Stone, Margaret 
Penny (nee Hockey), Linda Burr (nee Spratt), and many 
more when going to see to our grave and more headstones 
bearing names of school friends. So many in the cemetery 
now of my family’s friends and colleagues. They were 
happy days very carefree, 

and everyone knew one another and all very neighbourly, 
helping one another.

B. Mitchell is my nephew, and he was also in the choir when 
we got married. See picture of the Church Army on right.

So glad my story will be published as I normally pick up a 
Beacon magazine left in the new porch/gate where I park. 
In the George Inn in Gurney Slade there was photos of the 
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football team, darts etc, my brothers played and also The 
Horse & Jockey when Mrs Carter had it and there was a 
Jug & Bottle on the roadside. The building opposite the 
green in Binegar we called the Corn Stores and Mr & Mrs 
Ted Wareham had chickens above a garage there. We were 
allowed to go and pick the eggs up. The sons then had the 
garage in Gurney Slade. Basil & Norman. They had two 
daughters as well. My brother Malcolm also used to break 
in his horses and also took some to Binegar Fair in the field 
by the side of the church. Our Sunday school outing was on 
the S&D train from Binegar to Bournemouth station and 
Joe Boucher worked at the station. 

I’ve so many lovely memories of growing up in Binegar, 
going to the school there and the Shepton Mallet school in 
Waterloo Road by the old hospital. Allyn Saxon and his wife 
were teachers at that school. In those days we walked from assembly there, and lessons 
could have been in Paul Street, also the cookery, sewing, biology and hockey was at 
Whitestone Road, nearly opposite Allyn Saxon Road, in Shepton Mallet. We went by a side 
gate down an alley past the prison high gates back up the hill to both.

Best wishes Wendy & Paul Treasure

The origins of sayings
Enough to make a sailor a pair of pants
Posted by Victoria S Dennis on December 30, 2006
In Reply to: enough to make a sailor a pair of pants posted  
by James Briggs on December 30, 2006

: : on seeing a patch of blue sky on a cloudy day my mother-in-law  
would say "is it enough to make a sailor a pair of pants?"  
anyone ever hear of that?

: Quite common in the East End of London when I was a boy, except it was 
'trousers' and not 'pants'.

: I still hear it from time to time and it doesn't seem to be a dead saying. I 
guess 'sailors' because they have always had a traditionally blue uniform and 
the service is much older than air forces, which, in any case, often started off 
wearing khaki, eg USAAF before it became USAF.

Another traditional version is "to make a Dutchman a pair of trousers". The 
image here is of the huge baggy blue trousers of Dutch national costume. British 
sailors have always traditionally worn bell-bottomed trousers, so perhaps the 
allusion in both cases is to the size as well as the colour. (VSD)
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The September Garden
EAST MENDIP GARDENING CLUB – JANE EVANS

September is here, and there’s 
plenty to be done. Harvesting crops, 
tidying and maintaining plants and 
equipment will keep you busy!

Divide herbaceous perennials to 
keep them healthy and increase your 
stock.

Net ponds before autumn leaf fall to 
reduce debris entering the water.

Plant spring-flowering bulbs such as 
daffodils, crocus and hyacinths.

Keep camellias and rhododendrons 
well watered to ensure next year’s 
buds develop well.

Keep deadheading annuals and 
perennials to extend their 
performance.

Prune climbing roses and rambling 
roses after flowering (repeat-flowering 
varieties can be left until later).

Pinch out the tips of outdoor cordon 
tomatoes to concentrate the plant’s 
energy into ripening fruits.

Pull/cut off the foliage of main crop 
potatoes at ground level three weeks 
before lifting them, this prevents 
blight spores infecting the tubers as 
you lift them and helps to firm the skins.

Spread 
newly dug 
potatoes out 
to dry for a 
few hours 
before 
storing 
them in a 
cool, dark 
place. Use paper or hessian sacks to 
allow the crop to breathe and store 
only undamaged, disease-free tubers 
- one rotten tuber can ruin your 
whole crop!

Raise pumpkins and squashes off the 
ground to prevent rotting, remove 
leaves shading the fruits to assist 
ripening.

Continue to feed and water French 
and runner beans to keep them 
producing, harvest regularly to stop 
them setting seed.

Once finished cut bean and pea plants 
away at ground level, leave the roots 
which will slowly release nitrogen 
back into the soil as they break down.

Start the autumn cleanup. Remove 
old crops that have finished, clear 
away weeds to leave your plot clean 
and tidy for winter.

Cover brassicas with netting to 
prevent birds making a meal of them.
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Taken from Thompson & Morgan’s  
“What to do in the Garden this month”  
www.thompson-morgan.com/in-the-garden-this-month

Pot up mint and parsley for the kitchen 
windowsill throughout the winter.

Tidy strawberry plants, clear away 
used straw which will harbour pests 
and diseases. Pot up strawberry 
runners.

Cut back canes of summer fruiting 
raspberries, leaving new green canes 
for next year’s crop, tying them to 
support wires or fencing.

Take hardwood cuttings of currants, 
gooseberries and figs.

Pick rotting fruits of pears, apples 
and stoned fruit - they will spread 
disease if left.

Close greenhouse vents and doors late 
afternoon to conserve heat to ensure 
your plants crop for as long  
as possible.

Remove shading from your 
greenhouse towards the end of the 
month so plants get the maximum 
light available.

Clean cold frames and greenhouses 
ahead of autumn sowing and growing 
and reduce the risk of pests and 
diseases next year.

Empty pots - old compost and 
decaying plant material can harbour 
unwanted pests.

Create a new lawn from turf or seed 
- autumn weather is favourable for 
good lawn establishment.

Raise the height of mower blades as 
grass growth slows down.

To avoid water logging and 
compaction of your lawn carry out 
essential lawn maintenance. Aerate 
with a garden fork, remove thatch 
with a rake and repair dead patches. 
Apply a special lawn top dressing, 
carefully following the instructions.

Improve clay soil before it becomes 
too wet or frozen by incorporating 
organic matter and/or  
horticultural grit.

To improve soil and keep weeds down 
over winter sow green manures such 
as buckwheat, clover and ryegrass.

Raise pots off the ground by using 
‘pot feet’ or bricks to prevent  
water logging.

Order trees and shrubs, they will grow 
vigorously next spring if planted this 
autumn.

Plan next year’s garden. Make 
sketches of your 
flower beds and 
vegetable plot. 
Reflect on what 
worked and 
what didn’t.
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Oakhill & Ashwick Local History Group
The Memoirs of Elsie Hilliar (nee Emery) 1897-1994.  Part 1 – Lin Thorley

The following is the first in a 

series of articles previously 

printed in the Local History 

Group’s Newsletter (in 1999).   

The account is in Elsie’s own 

words, collected by Joan Gray.  

While this first episode is mostly 

about Elsie and her immediate 

family, those following have 

much more on other people and 

places and give us a real insight 

into many aspects of Oakhill life 

in the previous century, as seen 

through her eyes.  Elsie was a 

well-known Oakhill character 

– one could say she was 

something of a ‘marmite’ person!  

Many of our older residents will 

remember her. She was born in Prospect Cottage 

(now Prospect House) on Fosse Rd.

“I have heard it repeated to me so many times, 

the day I was born which was November 22nd 

1897 at 5.30 in the evening.  It was a terrible 

November day, foggy.  It was a Monday 

morning.  My mother was very energetic, as I 

had two brothers and two sisters.  There was a 

lot of work to do, and Ellen Hann who lived a 

little way up the road in the cottage (I always 

remember her because she always wore a 

black chignon) was here to do the washing 

and she kept on saying, “Mrs, you get upstairs 

to bed”.

And apparently my father had to go to 

Shepton to fetch Nurse Brown who was a 

midwife for all four children before.  She was in 

such a state because it was a 

breech birth and they had to 

try to get a doctor.  Eventually 

I was born.  The four children 

had been sent up to Butcher 

James.  When they came 

home from school they all had 

to put on clean pinafores and 

clean collars and go up to Mrs 

James for tea, and she said, 

“What have you come for?”.  

They said, “We don’t know.  

We’ve been sent up here 

because our mother’s busy”.  

She said, “Well as you’ve The British School, Oakhill High St, 1905

Emily and Edwin Emery, parents of Elsie
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come, I’d better give you some tea”.  About 

half past six my father arrived to say that they 

had a baby sister, and that was me.

My mother had come from Frome.  She was 

married at 30, my brother was born, my sister 

was born a year after that, my other sister a 

year after that, another brother was born 

three years after, and I was born four years 

after when my mother was forty.

My father was in the building trade as J & S 

Emery and Son.  His father and my great uncle 

were partners in Shepton and Oakhill.  When 

my grandfather died my father gave up the 

partnership and worked from Oakhill district, 

my uncle kept the business in Shepton until he 

married his fourth wife and she spent all the 

money and mortgaged everything he had.  

The [Shepton] business went to Doddimead, 

who was the foreman…  Father kept the 

business in Oakhill and when the war broke 

out [WWI] we were employing fifty men with 

building, contracting, undertaking, decorating 

and wheelwrighting.  Also we had a farm.  We 

rented the fields from the Spencer family, all 

the fields from Little London through to the 

Bristol Road.  We supplied half the village  

with milk.  

As we got older we all had to work in the 

business, we all had something to do.  My 

brother was engineer-surveyor, and my other 

brother went as a clerk in the Brewery.  We had 

to give up maids in the house because we all 

had to do work in the house and the farm.  We 

all went away to school…  My two sisters were 

the first pupils at Sunnyhill School in Bruton 

when it first started.  We all went to the British 

School beforehand. 

When I was four I happened to have 

rheumatic and scarlet fever, and the girls, 

instead of being weekly boarders, had to stay 

termly at Sunnyhill.  I was isolated at home 

and all the children used to come up from the 

school and see me and wave to me.  My 

younger brother went off to Taunton School, 

and I went to Shepton weekly for a bit, until 

they discovered we were being starved there 

and I was very ill and I was sent off to Weston.  

In 1913, we were all at home. “   

(To be continued (but not next month!)

Oakhill & Ashwick Local History Group: 2021 – Draft Programme

September 15th	 The Man who rebuilt Wessex – Benjamin Ferrey 
	 Dr Francis Burroughes

October 20th	 The History of Glass – TBC  
	 Dyan Hilton

November 17th	 The Founding of the SAS  
	 Lorna Almonds-Windmill

December 15th 	 Christmas Event – “Christmas Frolics” Skittles & Hot Buffet at 		
	 Poachers Pocket, Chelynch. BA4 4PY 6.30 for 7.00pm; Buffet @ 8pm. 
	 NB This is a Wednesday!

Unless otherwise stated, all meetings are held in the Village Hall, starting at 7.30pm.  
Non-members welcome (@ £2). For further details call David or Lin on 01749 840200.
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A message from Sam Phripp and Josh Burr, our District Councillors. 

When Josh and I sat down to write a piece for the parish magazine this time last year 
we’d all been in the thick of Covid 19 for five months, and the optimists amongst us 
were hoping things would improve in time for Christmas - how wrong we were!

Only now are things returning to normal. Bigger outdoor events are starting to take 
place, the majority of adults have now been vaccinated and legal restrictions on masks 
are starting to relax. The one thing we’re really aware of, however, is that while some 
battles have been won, the war isn’t over. There are still people in our communities who 
are yet to be vaccinated and still businesses that are struggling to recover from the 
challenge of a lifetime.

At the same time as all of this, the Government has imposed a re-organisation of 
councils in Somerset. Announced in July, Somerset will soon be governed by one 
council, delivering the services of county and district combined.  It’s no secret that we 
believed that two councils - east and west - would best serve local people, but now that 
a decision has been made, we have a simple goal: to make sure that service delivery 
and decision-making are as local as possible.

Put simply, it's easier to influence the Council’s decision when you only have to go to a 
meeting in Shepton, rather than decamping to Taunton. It’s also easier to collar your 
Councillor if they’re local, and you see them around and about. The risk that we’ll try 
and avoid is single councillors, representing vast areas, divorced from the truly local 
problems they’re elected to tackle.

Where it comes to Covid 19, the response from councils, whether it’s supporting the 
vaccine effort or administering grants to local businesses was so successful because it 
was delivered locally, by people who know the area. We mustn't risk losing that in a bid 
to cut costs and rearrange things for the sake of it.

Of course, Josh and I are elected until at least 2023, and we'll still be here whenever you 
need us. Please never hesitate to reach out, or, as I said, collar us if you see us out and 
about.

Sam and Josh

The Ashwick Parish Council was pleased to welcome Jessica Elliot on to the Council at 
their July meeting. Jessica brings our number up to strength - 11 Councillors! 

Ashwick Parish Council Update 
August 2021 – David Barlow & Kate Egan 
(ashwickparish@hotmail.co.uk)
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Eagle-eyed visitors to the Recreation Ground may have noticed that we have been 
working hard over the last few weeks to continue our programme of improvements 
and refurbishment at the Village Hall and Recreation Field. Three lovely new benches 
have been installed on the playing field – The VE75 Remembrance Bench, the 
Rainbow Bench in recognition on the NHS and Covid Lockdowns, and the beautiful 
Memorial Bench for Julia Barrett. We hope you enjoy using them when visiting the 
Hall and take the opportunity to sit and enjoy our wonderful surroundings.

The view from the inside of the Hall has also now greatly improved due to the 
replacement of the old windows and doors, with secure, modern double-glazed 
units, and glazed fire doors. Feedback from users has been brilliant, with the Hall 
feeling much lighter and brighter, and, of course, you are now more able to take in 
that lovely view from inside of the building! The metal grille across the main doorway 
has been removed, and the whole building is looking a lot more welcoming.

Finally, a reminder and date for your diary – on Friday, 15th October we are hosting a 
Live Music Event at the Village Hall, with popular Duo Cloud9 providing an evening of 
music. They perform everything from laid back cocktail music to foot stomping 
current dance music; providing popular music from decades past to the present, so 
there will be something there for everyone. After the year(s) we’ve had, we hope you 
are able to join us to let your hair down, have a drink or two, and catch up with 
friends. For ticketing information, please see our Facebook page – full details will also 
be available in next month’s Beacon Magazine. In the meantime, please Save the 
Date and we look forward to seeing lots of you there.

Kim Hare, Vice Chair – Ashwick & Oakhill Village Hall Committee

News from the  
Ashwick & Oakhill 
Village Hall Committee
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Village Agent News 
September 2021

Community Council for Somerset (CCS), Viney Court, Viney Street, Taunton, TA1 3FB

Tel: 01823 331 222   |   Web: www.somersetagents.org   |   Email: info@somersetrcc.org.uk

We are delighted to share with you a new project ‘GET OUTSIDE IN SOMERSET’!

Being outside brings huge benefits for our physical and mental health, but for a majority, 
the Covid-19 pandemic has created barriers to getting outside, and this has amplified 
feelings of loneliness and isolation.  That’s why we're working with organisations from 
across the county to support people to get outside and move in more ways that suit them. 

A new website, covering a wide variety of activities, events and challenges, as well as 
information on a wide range of topics across health and wellbeing, will be regularly 
updated.  From yoga in the park, fishing, and geocaching, to cycling, climbing, and forest 
bathing, there is something for everyone. For more information, visit:  
https://getoutsideinsomerset.co.uk/ and use the easy search function to discover 
something near you!  If you would struggle to take part, but want to, let us know and we 
can help find a solution!

If you are involved in any outdoor activities you would like listing on the website, contact 
the Get Outside team! We are also looking for passionate people to support the project 
and inspire the community to get outside to improve their physical and mental health – so 
share your passion with Somerset and become a Get Outside Ambassador! 

Loneliness: We all feel lonely from time to time. Feelings of loneliness are personal, so 
everyone's experience of loneliness will be different.  One common description of 
loneliness is the feeling we get when our need for rewarding social contact and 
relationships is not met. 

But loneliness is not always the same as being alone. You may choose to be alone and live 
happily without much contact with other people, while others may find this a lonely 
experience. Or you may have lots of social contact, or be in a relationship or part of a 
family, and still feel lonely – especially if you don't feel understood or cared for by the 
people around you – there is more on this here:  

https://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/tips-for-everyday-living/loneliness/
about-loneliness/#WhatCausesLoneliness 

Lockdown has amplified this for many, as groups and regular social activities temporarily 
stopped, but they are slowly reopening, and there is always support and help at hand from 
Village Agents – we have reopened many of our face-to-face Talking Cafes, as well as our 
Facebook live sessions – so book an appointment for a chat -   
http://www.somersetagents.org/talking-cafes/ 

We can arrange free regular Talk & Support calls for you, just to have someone to chat to, 
arrange befriending services and link you to Good Neighbours schemes where they are 
set up – our Agents are skilled in helping people overcome loneliness and reduce isolation. 
Also, check out the many groups that meet on the Get Outside website – you might 
discover a new hobby and new friends!

Your local Village Agent, Julie Brown, can be contacted by calling 07985 680262.
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New Village Hall Committee
The Parish Council sends a warm welcome to the new Village Hall 
Committee; David Shepherd (Chair), Deborah Rawlings (Vice Chair), 
Steve Rawlings (Secretary & Bookings) and Gus Halfhide (Treasurer).  
We wish them every success in running and looking after this very 
valuable village asset.

Somerset Rivers Authority – Annual Report
The SRA has recently issued its Annual Report. Here in Binegar and 
Gurney Slade we have been fortunate to have had the support of the SRA 
a few years ago through a grant to carry out flood prevention work at 
Binegar Bottom. This year they funded two lots of extra drain jetting in 
the Binegar Parish Council area. For more information on their work and to 
read the Annual Report visit their website at: 
www.somersetriversauthority.org.uk.

Ragwort
Common ragwort is poisonous to animals, in particular horses. There is 
noticeably a lot of it growing this summer. Under the Weeds Act 1959, 
landowners/occupiers must control ragwort where it is growing in areas 
for grazing or forage production or where it poses a risk.  This means 
there is a legal obligation to remove ragwort where it’s growing on this 
land or there is a high risk of spread of it. For more information visit – the 
government website below:  www.gov.uk/guidance/stop-ragwort-and-
other-harmful-weeds-from-spreading#prevent-ragwort-spreading

Welcome
A very warm welcome to the Pickering family 
who have recently moved into the village. 
Please do let the Parish Council know if you 
have any new neighbours that we can 
welcome to our villages.

Meetings
The next meeting of the Parish Council  
will take place in the Village Hall on  
Tuesday 5 October at 7:00p.m.

Diane Abbott Parish Clerk: binegarpc@hotmail.co.uk 
www.binegar-pc.org.uk

Your councillors - Jon Abbott, Philip Blatchford, John Bridges,
Cath Law, Phill Roberts, John Scadding and David Stone

Binegar and Gurney Slade 
Parish Council News
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Initials on images 
denote copyright:  
AG (© Andy Gilbert);  
AL (© Andy Ladhams); 
BV (© Barbara Voules);  
DB (© Denise Bailey);  
DW (© Derek Webb);  
FH (© Fiona Humphreys); 
ID (© Ian Donnelly);  
JD (© Jon Durrant);  
JL (© John Law);  
JM (© Julie McDonald);  
RS (© Robin Slater);  
RWJ  
(© Richard Wynn-Jones);  
TH (© Tom Husband)

Life through a lens
images by the Beacon Photography Group

JM

JD

The Beacon Photography Group meets online, every Wednesday evening at 7.30pm.  
We welcome new members – contact Jon Durrant on 01761 232520 to find out more. 

AG

DB

JL

RWJ
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Sometimes you need to watch the jackdaws roost, 
from a graveyard where an old soldier is laid to rest, 
step from stone to stone wondering at how peaceful death can be, 
a half eggshell mushroomed on the grass, two angels sharing a joke, 
noticing how you cringe when a camera points at your face.

Sometimes you need permission to shed your shoes 
and walk to the centre of a labyrinth, 
unshackle those fears and doubts, 
place them on the ground like a stone 
and learn to accept what is.

Sometimes you need an invitation to a meadow, 
where the hay smells sweet under bare feet, 
the hot day dips below the trees and you sit in circle with a mandarin fool 
and a tin of quality street.

Withdraw

“WithDraw, An invitation to artists 
of any kind to come away for space 
to breathe, draw, dance, write  
or play.”

Held on Binegar Fair Field  
on 18th July - organised by  
Rev Gill Sakakini (she/her),  
Pioneer Priest in the Arts

Poem credit:
Polly Hall
hello@pollyhall.co.uk
www.pollyhall.co.uk
@PollyHallWriter

Photo credit:
Jason Bryant

Artwork credit:
Gill Sakakini
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 Ashwick Church Rooms
The Church Rooms at Ashwick are available for hire and are the perfect venue 
for smaller functions - from children’s parties to intimate country weddings.  

The Rooms have a large well-equipped kitchen, full disabled and baby 
changing facilities and is centrally heated throughout.  To view the Rooms, or 

for details of our competitive hire charges, please contact:  
Caroline Stevens Tel: 01749 840170

e-mail: caroline.stevens@beacontrinity.church

FOR HIRE 
ASHWICK & OAKHILL 

VILLAGE HALL
For organisations, social functions 

and family occasions. 
Main Hall, Committee Room  

and Kitchen Facilities. 
Competitive Rates

For details, to view and for 
bookings please email:

aandovillagehall@gmail.com 

Registered  
Charity

Binegar & Gurney Slade Memorial Hall
A large bright hall and separate meeting room available for hire.

Suitable for a variety of events including:
Children’s parties, family gatherings, fundraising events and meetings.

Well equipped with a modern kitchen.
For further information call   

01749 840764 • 07528 169553

NOW
TAKING

BOOKINGS
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Buy online at:  www.peterbowenart.co.uk      07989 163 152
Handmade in East Horrington 

Shop for Christmas and save 20% with coupon code BEACON

Serving the communities of Ashwick, Binegar, Oakhill and surrounds 

Judith Derbyshire
01458 850 146       jd@purelyprobate.co.uk

Purely Probate Solicitors, Lower Farm Offices, West Bradley BA6 8LT

“After I have Gone” is an invaluable, practical handbook 
we give to all of our Will clients. It contains a number 
of questions to answer. For example, you will describe 
the type of funeral you would like, give details of your 
assets, and explain what should happen to your pets. 

Your executors and family will find it extremely helpful.

“Well done Judith.  You have done the world a big favour in 
producing a readable guide to a delicate subject”

Wills, Probate, Power of Attorney

A Practical Handbook for Organising your Affairs
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Rookery Farm  Binegar  BA3 4UL 
Open Tue-Sat 9am-5pm • Sun 10am-2pm 

www.frecklesandboo.co.uk    theteam@frecklesandboo.co.uk   07506363929

Freckles & Boo is a new farm shop, bringing you 
the very best produce fresh from the farms and 
fields of Somerset and beyond.

Our shelves are packed full of the finest local fruit & 
veg, dairy and meat products are delivered daily from 
our partners in the region. We also have a fantastic 
range of artisan bread and a great selection of local 
wine, beer and cider.

We look forward to welcoming you through our doors.

Gavin, Tara and the team x

CARVED
STONE

LETTERS
- keeping tradition alive - 

ANDREW JAMES

WWW.CARVEDSTONELETTERS.CO.UK
PHONE: 01749 840 869 / 07966 366 816  EMAIL: andrew@carvedstoneletters.co.uk

MEMORIAL MASONRY
& RESTORATION

TRADITIONAL HAND
CARVED LETTERING

BESPOKE COMMISSIONS

We will work with you to sympathetically design, produce and install a personal 
memorial, either hand carved or engraved. Standing stones, lawn memorials and 

cremation tablets available in a wide range of slate, stone and granite.
We also offer headstone restoration services.
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Contact our funeral directors, in Oakhill, Somerset,  
to discover more about our wide-ranging services.

Radstock
Highfield House,
Bath Road,
Oakhill, Radstock,
Somerset, BA3 5AF

 01749 840499
 Midsomer Norton 01761 418921
 Shepton Mallet 01749 346567
 n_maggs@hotmail.co.uk
 njmaggsfuneralservices.co.uk
 Open 24/7

Shepton Mallet
18A Commercial Road
Shepton Mallet, BA4 5DJ

Call Us to Speak  
to a Funeral Director

 01749 840499

Drystone wall specialist

DSWA certified – Patrick Houchen

All types of stone walling undertaken

01963 371123 
www.yenstonewalling.co.uk

Yenstone Walling & Landscaping
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PROPERTY HANDYMAN 
SERVICES AND REPAIRS
Home owners, residents, 
offices, businesses, letting 
agencies and landlords.

Fully insured and family run.

Contact us today for a free, 
no obligation quote.

JAMES ANDREWS

T:	 0781 4759441 / 07800 895785

E:	 n.sage83@yahoo.co.uk

CLIFFORD FOOTT GARDEN MAINTENANCE
All aspects of gardening covered from weeding to landscaping,

garden clearance, fencing and patios
Call Cliff to discuss your needs:

07794 846180
cafoott@me.com

Gardening with a smile whatever the weather.
Fully insured.
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Paul Merrett
Stonework

Patios
Drives

Extensions
Mini Digger & Driver

Tel: 01373 836787

Vinyl Records Wanted
Cash Paid

Ring Rob 07745 599522

MMeennddiipp  RRuurraall  SSeerrvviicceess  LLttdd  
Lawn Mower and Garden Machinery
Servicing, repairs, Repairs and sales

www.mendipruralservices.co.uk 
T: 07974 259766  Workshop: 07491 665290 

• Chainsaws made and sharpened • Logs for Sale
Springfield, Haydon Drove, Haydon, Wells, Somerset BA5 3EH

Home and Business
Training – Beginner to Advanced

Bespoke development
Data analysis

Andy Scott
01749 841 688

andy@oakgrid.co.uk
www.oakgrid.co.uk

Microsoft Excel
Home and Business

Training – Beginner to Advanced
Bespoke development

Data analysis
Andy Scott
01749 841 688

andy@oakgrid.co.uk
www.oakgrid.co.uk

Microsoft Excel

PETE BURR
GARDEN MAINTENANCE

Walling & Fencing
•

Turfing – Patios
•

Hedge Trimming
•

Site Clearance
•

Fully Insured Staff

Ring Pete for a free estimate
Mobile: 07813 087899

www.crossgardensalcombe.com
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A P R Smith & H G Wareham is an appointed representative of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited. 
And an introducer to NFU Mutual Select Investments Limited, a member of the NFU Mutual group of companies.

*Accidental damage covered for an additional premium. Limits and exclusions apply.

9 OUT OF 10 
CUSTOMERS RENEW 
WITH US EACH YEAR
Our home insurance replaces contents new for old 
if damaged beyond repair* – just one of the many 
reassuring features we include as standard.

To find out more, talk to us today about your 
home insurance needs. 

Call your local Bath agency on:  
01761 239382

The Oakhill Inn, Fosse Road, Radstock, BA3 5HU
01749 840442 •  info@theoakhill.com
www.theoakhillinn.com

Opening times:
Mon-Fri: 12.00-3.00 & 5.00-10.00  Food: 12.00-2.00 & 6.00-9.00
Sat: 12.00-11.00  Food: 12.00-3.00 & 5.00-9.00
Sun: 12.00-10.00  Food: 12.00-3.00 & 5.00-8.00

Award-winning food cooked using local, seasonal ingredients
Delicious Sunday roasts • Stonebaked sourdough pizzas

Local guest ales & Oakhill Inn house ale
Excellent wine list • 20+ wines by the glass

Sunny courtyard garden • log fires in Autumn/Winter
5 En suite bedrooms • Large dining room for private events

under new 
ownership
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J C Upholstery
Quality re-upholstery

Free estimates
Setees and chairs made to order

1 Dye Lane, Oakhill, Radstock, 
BA3 5AJ

Free Quotations
Tel: 01749 840930

Out of Hours: 01761 434174

Pauls Auto Services
Electrical & 
Mechanical 

Repairs
Servicing

Welding
Fabrication
Minor Body 

Work
MOTs Arranged

Tel: 01749 841047 Mob: 07970480967

Kevin Grubb
Carpenter and Joiner

Building and property maintenance 
kwgjoinery.co.uk

kevin.grubb87@gmail.com
Tel: 07821005519

Philippa Spearing Flowers
Weddings & Special Events 

Local, Seasonal Flowers 
where possible

01749 840202 / 07768 738850 
bpspearing@btinternet.com 

www.philippaspearing.vpweb.co.uk

www.cerisephotography.co.uk
Rebecca Waters

For more information please look 
at my website or contact me on:-
01749 841282 or 07968 294876
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The Post Office Stores - Gurney Slade
Opening hours 5.30am-8pm weekdays, 7am-1pm Sundays

Karen and Paul Weller will be pleased to supply your daily bread plus a full 
range of grocery and household products including cleaning, SWEB key 

recharging. Get your National Lottery and Euromillions tickets here.
Also Road Fund licenses, newspapers, insurances and many other new 
products at the Post Office. All at reasonable prices - served in friendly, 

comfortable and hygienic surroundings.
Orders taken and delivered  Tel: 01749 840367

	
  

Rob Maher
Painter & Decorator

City & Guilds Qualified
Extensive Experience – Interior  

& Exterior

For a FREE estimate call:-
Mobile: 07745 599522

Evenings: 01749 671853

LOCAL ELECTRICIAN
PHIL BRIDGES ELECTRICAL

Reliable local electrician for all domestic, commercial and 
industrial installations

Tel: 01749 840821 Mob: 07527 843550
Email: phil.bridgesElectrical@hotmail.co.uk
For future reference cut out and keep by phone

NIC EIC Approved Contractor

ACCUBOOKS
Your Local Bookkeeping Service

M : 07904975280                      E : f.phillips924@btinternet.com

VAT Returns

Bookkeeping

Payroll

Monthly/Quarterly Management

Sole Traders and Small Businesses

THE BEACON
Please address all articles/enquiries/

advertising requests to The Editorial Team: 
magazine@beacontrinity.church  

Tel: 01749 840526

October magazine deadline:
Friday, 10th September
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E . EMERY & SONS
1 GLADSTONE VILLA , ASHWICK

Local Family - Independent Funeral Directors
Traditional & Non Traditional Funerals

Pre- Paid Funerals Can Be Arranged
Personal To Your Requirements

Home Visits    24 Hour Service    All Areas Covered 
Chapel Of Rest

Contact Jonathan and Jane on 01749 840350 
E-MAIL jbemery22@aol.com

A weekly class of: 

Tai Chi
for better health

We have now resumed in person  
in Ashwick & Oakhill Village Hall.  

Please e-mail jo.webb@mbzonline.net 
if interested in joining.

"Tai Chi is an easy exercise and the best  
exercise you can do to improve your  

health and wellbeing."
Jo Webb is a qualified  

Volunteer Tai Chi Instructor
Limited numbers – booking essential 

contact Jo on 01749 342035
A suggested donation of £3 is requested to cover costs

mailto:jbemery22@aol.com
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Registered 
Osteopath

Trevenen Pascoe
BSc (Hons) Ost. Med. ND.

Structural and Cranial Osteopathy, Gentle 
effective treatment for the whole body.

42 High Street, 
Shepton Mallet, BA4 5AS

Tel: (01749) 342594

RED ROOM PRE-SCHOOL 
School House, High Street, 
 Chewton Mendip. BA3 4LL  

Ofsted EY313518,   Reg. Charity no. 1053784.   
 

Children aged 2-5 years 
Come and learn through play and having ‘fun’. 

At our Outstanding pre-school  
Open 7.45 am-4.00 pm every weekday during school term time.  
Funded places for 2 yr. olds and up to 30 hours for 3 yr. olds 

Contact Elaine Blackmore: 01761 240700  
  

 

 

FRICKER 
Painting & Decorating 

City & Guilds Qualified Tradesman 
Interior & Exterior - Free Estimates 

Tel: 01761 410891  Mob: 07974 874301 
Email: mail@frickerpainting.co.uk

www.masseywilcox.com
e-mail: enquiries@masseywilcox.com

Phone: 01761-232983
Fax: 01761-233184
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Osborne 
Tree Services 

All aspects of tree surgery

Tree Shaping, Pollarding, 
Felling, Hedge Trimming, 

Stump Removal,  
Garden Clearance 

• Fully insured • 
•NPTC qualified • 

• National Certificate 
in Arboriculture •

Jody Osborne  
Greystones, Prestleigh Road, 

Evercreech, Somerset BA4 6JY  
07896 813934  

osbornetreeservices@hotmail.co.uk

ALEX
BOWN

Hedgelaying

 Hedgelaying

 Coppicing

 Scrub 
 Clearing

Tel: 01749 840598
Mob: 07813 006 919

Combe Garden Maintenance
Tree surgery – felling, limbing & topping

Chipping & log splitting

Large or small lawns mowed

Fencing contracting – all types

Groundworks & drainage – 11/2 tonne digger & driver

Fully qualified & insured • 30 years experience

Call Rick for a free quote:

07795 428242
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Cornelius
Bespoke Metalwork

by Zak Bolton

Gates, Railings, Chandeliers, Traditional Weather Vanes,
Fireside Tools, etc. Hand crafted to your personal design

Come and make something in Iron, Copper or Brass,
have a go, learn and surprise yourself.

Phone:  Zak on 07796 634510

Mendip District Council fund a not-for-profit 
loan scheme for homeowners and landlords*.

We understand the expense of maintaining 
your home and we work with you to take the 
stress out of funding repairs, improvements 

or adaptations.

We see you as an individual, not a credit 
score. Our knowledgeable team of advisers 

will guide you through the process of 
applying for a home improvement loan.

For a no-obligation assessment 
or more information visit 

www.lendology.org.uk or call 01823 461099

Heatherton Park Studios, Bradford on Tone, Taunton, TA4 1EU

*subject to eligibility
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tteell::  SShheeiillaa  0077996622  111111775588
0011774499  884411447722

eemmaaiill::  llaayyllaalleesstteerr@@hhoottmmaaiill..ccoomm

MMoobbiillee  HHaaiirrddrreesssseerr
aanndd  QQuuaalliiffiieedd  TThheerraappiisstt

MMaanniiccuurree  &&  PPeeddiiccuurree
MMaassssaaggee

Reflexology
Waxing

Eyelash Tinting & Eyebrow Shaping

Wedding Hair and Event 
Make-Up

Chris Jackson
Traditional window cleaning
Fascias and gutters
BWCA Registered
DBS checked

07876 235490
cjwindows1@gmail.com

CJ Window Cleaning
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WE’LL RECOMMEND A SOLUTION 
THAT SUITS YOU, NOT US
That means we listen to your needs, take on board your wants 
and, very importantly, take into account your budget. We can
then advise you on the best way to go; whether that be a 
complete bespoke garage, top of the range automated door, 
a basic up and over or simply a repair.

So with direct access to the top manufacturers, a huge stock 
of spare parts for all makes and our own teams of experienced 
engineers, you can be assured of the result you want.

Trading Standards Approved Trader

Call Debbie or Nicola on 01761 419999 
Showroom: Radstock Rd, Midsomer Norton, BA3 2AD
www.sdsgaragedoors.co.uk 

For details of our pre-fab buildings please 
visit: www.sdsconcretegarages.co.uk

GARAGE DOOR & PRE-FABRICATED 
BUILDING SPECIALISTS

 

 The Most Thorough Cleaning 
You’ve Ever Seen Or Its Free!! 

 Carpets Advanced Low Moisture System. 
Superb results and dry in as little as 30mins! 
Your neighbours will think you’ve got new. 
 

Upholstery Fabric and leather upholstery 
can look like new and smell fresh again. 
 
 

Oriental & Area Rugs Off site cleaning 
facility for superior results. Free Collection & 
Delivery. 
Hard Flooring Restorative  
cleaning, sealing and re-polishing 
of Natural Stone, Ceramic &  
Porcelain Tiles & Grout, Wood,  
Vinyl etc. Re-polishing of  
limestone, travertine and marble. 
Floors, worktops, vanity units,  
showers and bathrooms.     
 

What We Give Others Can’t 
 
 

* Value For Money – You get what you 
pay for. We may not be cheapest, (we won’t 
use the tricks necessary to be so!) 

*  Accurate Appointment Times  
    No more waiting around!  10 or more mins 

late, we ring ahead. 
 

* 100% Money Back Guarantee We 
are not perfect! If a spot re-appears or you’re 
unhappy, we’ll return and re-clean free. If 
you are still unhappy, your payment will not 
be accepted. 

 

Free, Friendly Advice  
TLC (Bath) Ltd, Unit 33,  
Old Mills, Paulton BS39 7SU 
www.tlcbath.co.uk 
 

 
01761 
235600 
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Hartley’s
The café bistro on the Mendips

Enter Hartley’s and you are in the ‘kitchen’ 
The delicious look and smell of beautiful food

Open from 9am for breakfast through brunch

An ever changing seasonal ‘lunch’ menu 
delights all - Served with passion from 12 noon 
Wednesday - Sunday
www.hartleyskitchen.com check it out!

The perfect fully licensed venue for Sunday 
Breakfast and Lunch

Now re-designed 
just for you…

	
  

DEVELOPERS

Carpentry & Building
Phone: 01749 841022

Free Quotations

Woodwork
Shop
Facilities

Solving all domestic  
& commercial pest issues

Rats, Mice, Squirrels
Ants, Bed Bugs, Bird Proofing,  

Cockroaches, Flies, Fleas, Wasps & more...

Call or message us for a free quote!
07917 638450
Find us on Facebook  

@PestSolutionsSouthWest

Expert pest solutions  
for over 10 years.  

Hartley’s Kitchen, Rookery Farm, Binegar, BA34UX

Telephone: 01749 841718   
e-mail: info@hartleyskitchen.com
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Gareth Wasp 
Telephone 01373 852419
The Agricultural Centre, Standerwick, Frome BA11 2QB
gareth.wasp@cooperandtanner.co.uk

SALE ROOMS

FREE HOME VISITS FOR VALUATIONS, PLEASE CALL 
OUR OFFICE TO BOOK ON 01373 852419

WE HOLD MONTHLY SALES OF ANTIQUES AND COLLECTABLES. 
OUR SALE IS FULLY PHOTOGRAPHED AND CATALOGUED AND 

CAN BE FOUND ON THE-SALEROOM.COM
*ALL SOLD PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO BUYERS PREMIUM

HAVE SOMETHING 
TO SELL?

OUR RECENT RESULTS SPEAK FOR THEMSELVES…
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NorthernLights
b e a u t y

Claire@northernlightsbeauty.co.uk or 07834244582
The Birch, Stoke Cresent, Stoke St Michael BA3 5HE

Northern lights Beauty covers all your beauty needs :

These are just some of the fantastic offers I can do.
Call today to discuss your unwanted hair needs

Do you have unwanted body hair? 

prices are based on one session - a minimum of 6 is required and the average is approx 9

Autumn special offers 
Lip/chin/cheek £15 • Neck £20 • Underarms £25  
Basic bikini £25 • Brazilian/Hollywood £45 • 1/2 leg £59

Quote mag02 when calling   

I can also offer multiple areas:
Brazilian/ Hollywood and underarms £60

SHR permanent hair removal is now at 
Northern Lights Beauty and I’m here to help.

Financial advice of true family value

Tel: 01761 202035
Email: zac.cambourne@sjpp.co.uk
www.zaccambourne.co.uk

Zac Cambourne

I provide a comprehensive wealth management 
service, offering specialist face-to-face advice 
tailored to you. My services include:

• Investment Planning   • Inheritance Tax Planning
• Retirement Planning   • Intergenerational Planning

For further details please contact:

H2SJP28802 05/18
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Magazine enquiries/contributions to the Editor
c/o 9 The Acorns, Little London, Oakhill, BA3 5BT

email: magazine@beacontrinity.church Tel: 01749 840526
Deadline for October edition: Friday, 10th September

Hon Editorial Team
magazine@beacontrinity.church

Pam and Peter Dennis with Lee Linford

Hon Magazine Treasurer - Peter Dennis
9 The Acorns Little London, Oakhill, BA3 5BT 

Tel: 840526

Sponsored by Ashwick Parish Council and Binegar & Gurney Slade 
Parish Council, Massey Wilcox, Morris & Perry,  

The Swan Hotel, LKAB Minerals

 

 

CONTACTS 
Ministers 
Priest in charge - Rev’d Richard Priestley 
01749 840239 / vicar@beacontrinity.church 
The Rectory, Fosse Rd. Oakhill BA3 5HU 
 
Pioneer Community Priest - Rev’d Mandy Priestley 
01749 840239 
 
Reader/Minister - Mrs. Kirsteen Heselton 
01749 840550 / meadowfield6@hotmail.co.uk 
 
Curate - Rev’d Rich Miles - curate@beacontrinity.church 
… 
 
Safeguarding Officer 
Branden Heselton : 01749 840550 / branden.7@hotmail.co.uk 
 
Parish Church contacts 
 
Binegar  Patsy Scadding 841163 / patsy411@icloud.com 
 
Ashwick Caroline Stevens 840170 / warrenfarm@talktalk.net 
 
Oakhill  Robin Perry 841379 / rperryoil@aol.com 
 
Treasurer 
Philip Belben 840626 / philip@axeside.co.uk 
The Chapel, Maitland Close, Nettlebridge BA3 5AA 

St. James, Ashwick 
Holy Trinity, Binegar 
All Saints, Oakhill 

A beacon of welcome, acceptance and hope 
centred on Jesus. 
A beacon of welcome, acceptance and hope centred on Jesus.

CONTACTS

Ministers:	
	 Richard Priestley:	 vicar@beacontrinity.church / 01749 840239 
	 Mandy Priestley

Safeguarding Officer:	
	 	 safeguarding@beacontrinity.church

Parish Church Wardens:
Ashwick 	 Rachael Norris:	 07787 131074 
	 Caroline Stevens:	 01749 840170

Binegar 	 Patsy Scadding:	 01749 841163 
	 David Stone:	 01749 840300

Oakhill 	 Vacancy

Parish Treasurer:	
		  treasurer@beacontrinity.church

Parish Secretary:	
	 Diana Marshall:	 secretary@beacontrinity.church

Magazine Editorial Team:	
		  magazine@beacontrinity.church 

This publication has been designed using resources from Freepik.com, Pixabay.com.  
Autumn elements illustrations (p2, 3, 4, 11, 44) created by freepik - www.freepik.com<; playing cards illustration created by 

katemangostar - www.freepik.com (p4); penny farthing illustration (p4) created by macrovector_official - www.freepik.
com; ball of wool (p4) created by macrovector - www.freepik.com; wild flowers (p5) created by pikisuperstar - www.

freepik.com; gardening illustrations (p10, 11) designed by macrovector/Freepik; sailor illustration (p13) created by 
macrovector - www.freepik.com; labyrinth background created by Clker-Free-Vector-Images from Pixabay; roses in garden 

illustration (p25) designed by Freepik; ying yang illustration (p30) from Pixabay.com.


