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Church Services – January 2022
Sunday, 2nd January

10am

Communion

Sunday, 9th January

10am

Family Worship All Saints, Oakhill

Sunday, 16th January

10am

Communion

St. James, Ashwick

Sunday, 23rd January

10am
4pm

Communion
4th@4

Holy Trinity, Binegar
Ashwick Curch Rooms

10am

Candlemas

All Saints, Oakhill

Sunday, 30th January

St. James, Ashwick

Would you like to support the
churches in our parish?
Please scan the QR code and
make a donation online.
Thank you.
Please visit www.beacontrinity.church or:

Follow us on Instagram!
facebook.com/beacontrinity

instagram.com/beacontrinity

View

from the

Hill

Happy New Year!
Every year I try and write
something different. However, I can’t remember what I wrote last year! How are you
approaching the New Year? For many it's just another day. I thought I would just tell you
how I am looking ahead.
Firstly, I am praying for all those who are still suffering from the affects of Covid-19. I know
some who have lost family members and others who are suffering Long Covid. Then there
are those whose business or livelihood has been affected. I am, like most I am sure,
hoping that 2022 will see the world take control of the pandemic and that the vaccination
programme worldwide will mean that Covid-19 at least becomes the same as flu. (I could
write more on it but will leave it for discussions in the pub!)
Second thing, as I look to 2022, is my values. I think caring for others and caring for the
world in which we live is very important. Many people I who know well are aware of how I
feel as I wear my feeling on my sleeve. Sometimes I can be a little grumpy, and it is not
pleasant to be around. (Anyone else like that?). So, in 2022 I intend to bring more joy and
thankfulness into all parts of my life, this will hopefully make a difference in my family and
community. It’s about thinking of others before myself.
Then there is the world. I want to do my bit to care for creation which means working out
how to reduce my carbon footprint. Where does my food come from, and my clothes? Do I
need to drive everywhere? I am excited about our new orchard in Binegar but that is
planning for the future. Buying locally grown veg and locally reared meat is something I
can do now. I am humbled by those (especially young) people who take their time to buy
ethically sourced products and am aware I can do better.
So that’s where I am starting. How about you?
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Community corner
Volunteers Needed!

The Editorial Team of The Beacon
(including our outstanding Artworker, Lee
Linford) wish all our advertisers, sponsors,
contributors and readers a very Happy New
Year and we hope you have the best of
times in 2022. We can only produce the
magazine free of charge because of the
financial support of our loyal advertisers
and generosity of our sponsors, we have no
other income! We are also indebted to the
many people who voluntarily deliver the
magazine direct to your door every month
and to Graham Crane for organizing the
monthly distribution of 850 copies! Please
keep those contributions and photographs
coming – we rely on you to keep us
informed!

All Saints Church, Oakhill is looking for
volunteers to help keep the interior of
the church clean and tidy. This would
involve low level dusting, vacuuming,
occasional floor washing, etc. If you are
able to help for a couple of hours on an ad
hoc basis, please
contact Peter
Dennis on 01749
840526 for further
details. Ideally,
we would like a
few volunteers to
enable us to set up
a cleaning rota!

Binegar Christmas Tree
Thank you to Diane Abbott for photos of
the raising of the village Christmas tree
in Binegar and to the four Johns, Paul and
Tony for putting it up!

(Artworker's note! Thank you for your kind words,
Pam and Peter. Not forgetting, of course, all the
hard work and organisation your good selves put
in each and every month to ensure this
publication has been possible for so many years!!
Happy New Year!)

Congratulations!

Congratulations to Rich and Ruth Miles on
the birth of Eliana Grace.

Holy Trinity Church Flowers:
January 22nd – 30th inclusive – Anne Caley
February 5th – 13th inclusive – Jenny Eyres
February 19th – 27th inclusive – Julia Hill
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Your local clubs & groups

In addition, there are a wide range of
activities taking place in our Village Halls:
Why not try something different this year
Ashwick & Oakhill – 01749 841688
and meet new people? There are a number of
Binegar & Gurney Slade – 01749 840764
clubs and groups running locally and you are
assured of a warm welcome:

Tai Chi

Whist Drive
Mary Dampier – 01749 840649
Knit & Natter
Carole Simmons – 07980 979365

Tai Chi in Ashwick & Oakhill Village Hall
resumes after Christmas on Monday,
10th January at 2 pm.

History Group
David and Lin Thorley – 01749 840200

This month's cover...

Gardening Club
Mark Manley – markamanley81@googlemail.com
Photography Group
Jon Durrant – 01761 232520

This month's photograph of a winter scene
was taken by Jon Durrant. Please send
photos for the cover (portrait orientation, in
colour) to: magazine@beacontrinity.church
Thank you.

Baby & Toddler Group
Elsbeth Ralls – elsbethpriestley@me.com

(Currently full but please contact if interested.
Day changed from Tuesday to Thursday.)

The Queen's
Platinum Jubilee Weekend
The 2 Parish Councils, 2 village Halls and
church are working together to plan for
the celebrations across the villages over
the extended Bank Holiday weekend next
June. There will be a meeting on Thursday
20th January in Binegar Memorial Hall
at 7pm for anyone interested in helping
shape the festivities. If you have ideas and
would like to help please just turn up on
20th January.

Weather Report:
November 2021
From Roemead Farm.
Written by
Gerald Esain.

This time last year...
© Jon Durrant.

November for most
of the month was mild
with temperatures above
average.
The highest reading was 13.1°C on the 10th.
Lowest was -1.0°c on the 29th. It was very windy
on the 27th. Rainfall for November was only
38.7mm, the driest at this site in 40 years. Previous
driest November was 1985 with 60.0mm.
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January Message
Ruth Worsley,
Bishop of Taunton
The light of a star to guide us
What will 2022 bring I wonder? Two years ago, Covid was just a vague murmur coming
from the East. How could we have known it would have such an impact or for so long?
How might this year be different? Well, there is much to look forward to. We expect to
have a new diocesan bishop joining us. We will be celebrating 70 years of the Queen’s
reign. The World Cup is on… and we have a chance! And then there are all the other
excitements of anniversaries, milestones and hopes and dreams we all have.
As we begin this new year my mind turns to those Eastern travellers long ago who saw
a star in the sky, set out on an uncharted journey which took maybe up to two years,
and eventually found a King. Not the sort of king expected but One who opened up new
horizons for the whole world. One who offers us love, forgiveness and a way back to God.
At this time when we are asking questions that search for deeper meaning, this seems a
story which resonates. What sort of journey will you take this year? At a recent clergy preAdvent retreat we were reminded that it is not so much us walking with God but rather
God walking with us. So, no matter what twists and turns the road takes, or even if we slip
from following in God’s Way, He will never give up on us and will never let us walk alone.
This year, as last, we shall be seeking to dwell on some words from scripture and allow
them to permeate into our being. The following verses from that passage, seem to offer
us the light of a star to guide us as we navigate our journey in the year to come.
‘Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known
to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.
And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts
and your minds in Christ Jesus.’							
							Philippians 4: 4-7
May you know God’s presence and grace as He walks with you into this New Year!
With love
Bishop Ruth
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Tales of old
In 1647, George Hellier bought Whitchurch and Benagre manors. He and his
father had hedged their bets in the Civil War. As metal traders, they supplied
Royalist and Roundhead forces. Because Parliament was short of funds, it was in
debt to almost everyone. The rules of the day discounted double the value of a
debt from the asking price of a property on sale from Parliament. There is no
record of how much George paid for Whitchurch Prebend but it was probably
a bargain.
The purchase came with the privileges of the now-abolished cathedral Prebendary.
George calls himself the “elder of the parish of Benagre”. The record styles him an
“armiger”, entitled to a coat of arms but not a title – above a yeoman but not yet
a nobleman. He bequeaths to his son (George, of course) all rights to the
“Advowson Presentation and Right of Patronage of the Parish Church of Benagre”.
It was now the Helliers, not the Church, who appointed rectors. The restored
monarchy reinstated Prebendaries in 1660 but history is silent on whether they
played a part in the Hellier appointments.
In 1666, George presented Lancelot Wharton, a married man from Durham.
He was active locally. Appointed Preacher, he then became curate at Holcombe
and at Chilcompton as well as rector here.
Not all was rosy with the Helliers. There were family disputes over wills and land
ownership. Relations with his mother’s Hooke family soured as they sued each
other. They went to court nineteen times.
Worse, in 1688, George’s son Humphrey, named after his maternal Hooke
grandfather, sued his father over a Hooke bequest of £300 (about £30,000 now)
that George had withheld. George was now old but not prepared to give in to
Humphrey’s demand. His will of 1689 left the bulk of the estate to his eldest son,
George. It divided the rest between his wife and children but not Humphrey.
He did leave Humphrey an annuity, Parker’s and Ellis’s tenements in Binegar and
houses in Bristol but only provided Humphrey withdrew his lawsuit and claims
within one month of his father’s death.
Humphrey, it seems, complied since the Churchwarden’s accounts record he paid
rates for both tenements in 1697 and 1705. The Churchwardens also record the
death of George (the father) in 1691.
Richard Higgins
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Grenville’s Ramblin’s...
I was looking for something to ramble about for the New Year that is upon us
once again, when my mind came up with the news about the sculpture recently
installed in niche on the corner of the west front of Wells Cathedral. This sculpture,
resembling a fairly tall, oddly shaped stack of odd sized and shaped blocks, apparently
made of some kind of metal has been given the title of ‘Doubt’
Although it has received a certain amount of acclaim from some members of the public, I,
not being very much into modern art, tend to see it as rather a waste of time effort and
material; then again everybody to their own thoughts!
Then having said that, I must say that I find it very strange to see a symbol that in effect
advertises ‘Doubt’ installed on the front of the Cathedral, dedicated to faith in God and
Christian worship.
Well, not a lot of inspiration so far for the New Year I suppose, so having another go my
mind came up once again with that ancient prayer accredited to St. Francis of Assisi.

Lord, make us instruments of thy peace.
Where there is hatred let us sow love
Where there is injury, pardon.
Where there is doubt, faith;
Where there is despair, hope;
Where there is darkness, light;
And where there is sadness, joy
O divine Master, grant that we may not
so much seek to be consoled, as to console;
to be understood, as to understand;
to be loved, as to love;
for it is in giving that we receive;
it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.
It seems to me that this prayer has much to offer us as we think about some of the problems
that face us and the world about us in the year ahead!

Grenville Reakes
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The January Garden
EAST MENDIP GARDENING CLUB – JANE EVANS
January is the beginning of the
gardening year - a time for fresh
starts, renewed energy, and grand
plans for the months ahead.
Jobs in the garden are mostly about
keeping things tidy and getting ready
for the year to come. If you’re itching
to get growing, there are bare root
roses to plant, first early potatoes
to chit and sweet peas to start off.
Other flower seeds that require a
long growth period before flowering
are antirrhinums, begonia, dianthus,
geranium and lobelia, start them
now with gentle heat.
Celeriac and celery can also be sown
in a heated propagator and broad
beans in a cold frame or unheated
greenhouse. Use a bright sunny
windowsill indoors for herbs and
salad leaves.
Start rhubarb seed in a heated
propagator.

If your honeysuckle is
very overgrown cut
back hard to
encourage healthy
new growth.
Cut back ornamental grasses before
new growth begins - cut back to
within a few centimetres of the
ground.
Remove old hellebore leaves - this
will make new blooms visible as they
emerge this spring.
Trim damaged, diseased and the oldest
stems of brightly coloured willows,
thin out overcrowded stems.
Dead-head winter pansies to stop
them setting seed and prolong the
flowering season.
Remove yellowing leaves from winter
brassicas -they’re no use to the plant
and can harbour pests and diseases.

Plant bare-rooted fruit trees,
blueberries and raspberries,
providing the soil isn’t frozen or
waterlogged.
January is the perfect time to prune
roses. Cut back to just above a bud
and remove any crossing or dead
branches.

Prepare the ground for early peas,
place a cloche over the soil to help
warm up the ground for a few weeks
before sowing.
Prune blackcurrants, gooseberries and
redcurrant to maintain a productive
framework.
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Force rhubarb plants by placing an
upturned bucket or bin over the
crown. The tender pink stems will be
ready in about 8 weeks’ time.
Order fruit bushes, such as currants,
and plant in a well-prepared bed in a
sheltered position.
Shred your Christmas tree and add
it to compost bins. Alternatively, the
stripped-down branches make great
pea sticks.
Remove heavy snow from greenhouses
and cold frames to prevent glass being
damaged.
Brush heavy snow off hedges and
conifers to prevent branches from
snapping under the weight.
Avoid walking on the lawn if covered
in snow or blanketed by a heavy frost
to prevent damage.

Put your new year enthusiasm to good
use by cleaning pots, tools, waterbutts and greenhouses in preparation
for spring. Not the most glamorous
of jobs but will set you up for a great
growing season.
Plan your vegetable plot, consider
good crop rotation to prevent pests
and diseases building up in the soil.
Think about
dedicating a
bed to perennial
vegetables such as
asparagus, rhubarb
and artichokes and
order the crowns
and tubers for spring
planting.
Continue looking after wildlife put out food for hungry birds and
continue to leave some areas of your
garden uncut for shelter until the
spring.

Note any winter-flowering annuals
that are currently in bloom for
re-ordering next autumn.

Taken from Thompson & Morgan’s “What to do in the Garden this month”
www.thompson-morgan.com/in-the-garden-this-month
For their first meeting of the year East Mendip Gardening Club will meet on
Tuesday 25th January at 7.30p.m in the Ashwick & Oakhill Village Hall,
with Colin Higgins (Higgy) and his illustrated talk “Nature as your
neighbour” further details from our Chair Mark Manley markamanley81@googlemail.com
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Oakhill & Ashwick Local History Group
The Memoirs of Elsie Hilliar (nee Emery) 1897-1994. Part 3 – Lin Thorley
Another instalment of Elsie’s narrative, told in her
own words, this time describing the residents and
businesses on Fosse Rd during the early years of
the twentieth century.
Edwin James came here to open a butcher’s
shop next to the Inn [he arrived from Wells
shortly before 1871, when he was a lodger at
the Oakhill Inn]. He had [the shop] built on to
the house, and also the yard next to it to keep
the cattle in when he bought them. Opposite,
across the road, the old farm buildings [of
Oakhill Farm] were turned into a
slaughterhouse [now Cobblestone Cottage]
where they used to do all the killing, the cows
and the sheep. He was the only butcher in the
district, and it was quite a thriving business. He
kept horses and traps to take the orders out
around. He employed three men. He was a
bachelor.

Fosse Road from what was then called Prospect
Cottage, 1890’s. Showing some of the old farm
buildings (on the far side of the road); beyond them
what is now the vicarage (which replaced the farm);
the slaughterhouse was beyond that.

My father told him it was time he got married,
he had a housekeeper there, it was time he
married her. Her name was Emily and his
Edwin, and my mother’s name is Emily and my
father’s Edwin. So, they went off and got
married at a registry office one Saturday
morning and came back and shocked
everybody in the village [1896]. He was a very
jolly man, and like my father, he would join in
everything in the village. He always wore very
tight trousers and we wondered how he got
them on and off. We never knew.
After he was taken in [? not sure what this
means!] a farmer’s son named Willis from
Evercreech took over. He was also a bachelor
and carried on the business with the men who
were there, until the time came when he was
not allowed to do any more killing there in the
slaughterhouse, and they had to be taken
down to Pylle to be slaughtered. He sold it to
the Co-operative. Ford’s Stores had by then
been taken over by a private co-operative and
they worked together. It was called the
Co-operative Butchery. That lasted a long time
until the Radstock Co-operative took over the
stores and the butchery and shut the butchery
up. The Stores carried on for some time, but in
due course the Radstock Co-operative shut
that up and it has now been taken over by
Dark Brothers Electrical [it is now the
Upholsterer’s].
Tom Vagg started the foundry in Fosse Road
[set back from the road, almost behind the
pub] and used to make different ironworks,
and he made all the covers for the drains for
the Rural Council, and all the heavy ironwork
which was to be done. Occasionally he used to
shoe horses, but the farrier was Offie Moon
who had his forge on The Batch and he was a
full-time farrier [the Bath Road near the Oakhill
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Inn was known as The Batch]. Tom Vagg did
wheelwrighting there too. It goes back a good
way the forge there. We used to go in and
watch, and pump the fire for him sometimes…
He had one son and three daughters.

married Ernie Moon at Ashwick, another
daughter married at Crewkerne, and Flossie, a
daughter married George Green, who before
had Blake’s Farm down the Stoke Road, a very
big farm which was farmed by Tom James….

He lived at Townsend House in Oakhill where
he had his offices, we used to go up there a
lot. Mrs Vagg was an invalid in a wheelchair
for over twenty years. I always remember her,
she used to have a handkerchief on a stick to
wipe her nose. They had to lift her about all
the time. She was doubled up with
rheumatism. [Tom Vagg] had one son who
helped him in the business; as long as he
carried a spanner about in his hand he was
supposed to be working… One daughter

The other farms coming up along the Stoke
Road – Tanyard Farm, which used to be the
tannery years ago. Quite a big tannery there.
But when Strachey came here, he put his
gamekeeper in… it was run by Kipper Green
(as we always called him) until his son Harry
took over and it was one of the biggest farms
in the district. He was wrapped up in the
Farmer’s Union. And they had a dairy there
and made cheese. To be continued.

Oakhill & Ashwick Local History Group:
2022 Programme
January 19th

The Battle of Sedgemoor – 1685
Lt Colonel James Porter

February 16th

Benefits, Brass and the Gertest, Grandest Day
Philip Hoyland

March 16th

The Founding of the SAS
Lorna Almonds-Windmill

April 20th

Treading the Wards – A Nurse’s Tale
Lottie Dale

May 18th

Quiz & Social Evening – inc Wine & Nibbles
Incorporating the AGM

June 15th

Guided Tour of Glastonbury Abbey (TBC)
Meet at the entrance to the Abbey

Unless otherwise stated, all meetings are held in the Village Hall, starting at 7.30pm.
Non-members welcome (@£2). For further details call David or Lin on 01749 840200.

Page 13

Ashwick Parish Council Update
December 2021 – David Barlow & Kate Egan
(ashwickparish@hotmail.co.uk)

Happy New Year for 2022!
In the lead up to Christmas it was a real delight to see the village becoming festive with
parishioners decorating windows and gardens - Thank you!
PLANNING
At the December meeting, the councillors had two planning applications to consider:
2021/2363 - Erection of a single storey side extension - Rose Cottage, Ash Lane,
Nettlebridge
2021/2503 - Demolition of 2 existing dwellings, a single storey garage, and a single
storey stable building and the construction of a new single storey office building Myrtledene, Chapel Lane to Stockhill, Gurney Slade.
It should be noted that Mendip District Council are obliged to seek comment from the
Parish Council but may not agree with our recommendations!
Grit Bins
Following an inspection, the Parish grit bins should now be full, in readiness for the
winter. The damaged bin on Ashwick Hill leading down into Gurney Slade is to be
replaced.
The Parish Council is to discuss the proposal to have a social media presence. This
would give further feedback on local issues, residents’ concerns and interests while
communicating information about Councillors’ activities.
Councillors have been invited to a working party between Binegar Parish Council, the
Village Halls, and the Church to help put together a programme of events to celebrate
the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. The first meeting took place on Thursday, 9th December
2021.
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be on Wednesday 12 January 2022 at 7.30
pm in the Village Hall. Agendas can be found on the village notice boards and the
Ashwick Parish website www.ashwickparish.org
Your Councillors are: Roy Bailey, David Barlow, Phil Briscoe, Andy Clemence, Jessica
Elliott, Sarah Emery, David Gilson, David Hine, Lizzie Lewis, David Thorley and
Bryan Wells.
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News from the
Ashwick & Oakhill
Village Hall Committee

Everyone on the Ashwick and Oakhill Village Hall Committee would like to wish our
patrons, past present and future, a Happy New Year! We hope you had a wonderful
and restful Christmas, and, like us, are looking forward with optimism to this year.
2022 is already set to be a busy and exciting year for the Village Hall Committee, and
there is plenty to keep us busy and much to be excited about.
Firstly, we are part of a joint Parish working party (covering Oakhill, Ashwick and
Binegar) starting to prepare for the Platinum Jubilee and looking to create a cohesive
community celebration over the long Bank Holiday weekend at the beginning of
June. As details are arranged, we will of course let you know, so watch this space!
As well as this, we are working with the School and the Church on the return of the
ever popular and much missed Village Festival (all being well, to be held in July
2022). Plus, of course, we aim to make a start to the building work we have been
fundraising towards throughout 2021, in particular the creation of the new larger and
more accessible kitchen, and a community café seating area.
Fundraising in 2021 made
excellent progress towards our
£80,000 target for our
rejuvenation project, and we
would like to thank everyone
who supported our Christmas
Market at the end of last year –
stallholders and customers
alike. The event was very well
attended and we had
wonderful feedback on a great
mix of wonderful stalls. Even the heavy snow and power cuts that morning didn’t
keep people away, and the event raised an incredible £1,042.60. Thank you again to
everyone for your continued support – it is very much appreciated, and we hope you
enjoyed it as much as we did.
Kim Hare, Vice Chair – Ashwick & Oakhill Village Hall Committee

Page 15

Life through a lens
images by the Beacon Photography Group
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The Beacon Photography Group meets online, every Wednesday evening at 7.30pm.
We welcome new members – contact Jon Durrant on 01761 232520 to find out more.
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Initials on images denote copyright:
AG (© Andy Gilbert); AL (© Andy Ladhams); BV (© Barbara Voules); DB (© Denise Bailey);
DW (© Derek Webb); FH (© Fiona Humphreys); ID (© Ian Donnelly); JD (© Jon Durrant);
JL (© John Law); JM (© Julie McDonald); RS (© Robin Slater); RWJ (© Richard Wynn-Jones);
TH (© Tom Husband)
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Burns Night
2 5 T H JA NUA RY

'Address to a Haggis' is traditionally recited on Burns Night (25th January) after the
haggis has been brought in and set on the table.

Address to a Haggis
Is there that owere his French ragout,
Or olio that wad staw a sow,
Or fricassee wad mak her spew
Wi’ perfect scunner,
Looks down wi’ sneering, scornfu’ view
On sic a dinner?

Fair fa’ your honest, sonsie face,
Great Chieftan o’ the Puddin-race!
Aboon them a’ ye tak your place,
Painch, tripe or thairm:
Weel are ye wordy o’ a grace
As lang’s my arm.

Poor devil! see him owre his trash,
As feckless as a wither’d rash,
His spindle shank a guid whip-lash,
His nieve a nit;
Thro’ bluidy flood or field to dash,
O how unfit!

The groaning trencher there ye fill,
Your hurdies like a distant hill,
Your pin wad help to mend a mill
In time o’ need,
While thro’ your pores the dews distil
Like amber mead.
His knife see Rustic-labour dight,
An’ cut you up wi’ ready slight,
Trenching your gushing entrails bright,
Like onie ditch;
And then, O what a glorious sight,
Warm-reekin, rich!
Then, horn for horn, they stretch an’
strive:
Deil tak the hindmost, on they drive,
Till a’ their weel-swall’d kytes belyve
Are bent like drums;
Then auld Guidman, maist like to rive,
Bethankit hums.

But mark the Rustic, haggis-fed,
The trembling earth resounds his tread,
Clap in his walie nieve a blade,
He’ll make it whissle;
An’ legs, an’ arms, an’ heads will sned,
Like taps o’ thrissle.
Ye Pow’rs wha mak mankind your care,
And dish them out their bill o’ fare,
Auld Scotland wants nae skinking ware
That jaups in luggies;
But, if ye wish her gratfu’ prayer,
Gie her a Haggis!
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Smart Communities Ltd has launched a NEW stand-alone website demonstrating
its community focused services for the Southwest of England. Smart Communities
provide community and economic development, strategic planning, sustainability,
future planning, evaluation / research as well as offering training and events for both
community and corporate clients.
Visit: https://smartcommunities.online/
With over 90 years’ working at the heart of communities as Community Council for
Somerset (CCS) and since 2018 as Smart Communities the trading arm CCS created
with a charity ethos as all profits feed back into Somerset via the charitable core
work and projects of CCS.
We also have our own social media channels which can be found here:
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/smartcommunitiesltd
Twitter: https://twitter.com/communitiesltd
Linkedin: https://www.linkedin.com/company/72093929/admin/

Colour me in!

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/smartcommunitiesltd/
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Ashwick & Oakhill Village Hall

The Village Hall on Zion Hill is a great
local venue for parties, wedding and
christening celebrations, clubs, societies,
meetings and fundraisers. Recently
refurbished and redecorated, the main hall
has a capacity of 125 (70 seated). Hire
includes use of a fully-fitted kitchen, tables
and chairs, and hall piano.
Other Facilities for hire include a meeting
room (up to 20 seated), football pitches,
changing rooms with showers and various
sound/lighting equipment.

P
Amenities include large car park,
recreational field, toddler playground, BMX
track, Truespeed Ultra wifi and projector
screens in the hall and meeting room.
Availability and Booking Information:
www.ashwickparish.org (Amenities > Village Hall)
or Email: aandovillagehall@gmail.com
or Phone: 01749 841 688

Ashwick Church Rooms
The Church Rooms at Ashwick are available for hire and are the perfect
venue for smaller functions - from children’s parties to intimate country
weddings. The Rooms have a large well-equipped kitchen, full disabled
and baby changing facilities and is centrally heated throughout. To view
the Rooms, or for details of our competitive hire charges, please contact:

Caroline Stevens Tel: 01749 840170
e-mail: caroline.stevens@beacontrinity.church

Binegar & Gurney Slade Memorial Hall
A large bright hall and separate meeting room available for hire.
Suitable for a variety of events including:
Children’s parties, family gatherings, fundraising events and meetings.
Well equipped with a modern kitchen.
NOW
For further information call
TAKING
BOOKINGS
01749 840764 • 07528 169533
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GURNEY SLADE STORES
Newsagents • General Stores
Off Licence • Post Office

Gurney Slade, Radstock, Somerset, BA3 4TQ | 01749 840367

Proudly supporting the community for over 110 years
10% off first 3 online orders
✔ Fresh Milk On Tap

✔ Newspaper & Milk Delivery
(Gurney Slade, Binegar
and Dalleston)

✔ Fresh Baked Bread
✔ Fresh Meat

✔ Free local grocery deliveries

✔ Fruit & Vegetables
✔ Off Licence
✔ Groceries

✔ Monthly Promotions

✔ Lottery (National Lottery Winning
Store, millionaire made here!)

Store Opening Hours:
Monday – Friday
05.30 – 20.00
Saturday		
05.30 – 18.00
Sunday		
07.00 – 13.00
Bank Holidays as Sunday Hours
Post Office Opening Hours:
Monday – Friday
07.00 – 17.30
Saturday		
07.00 – 14.00
Sunday		
07.00 – 12.00
Bank Holidays as Sunday Hours

Everyday Personal & Business Banking

Pay Bills and Top Up

✔ Cash Deposits

Driving

✔ Cash Withdrawals
✔ Cheque Deposits

✔ Post Office Card Account
Withdrawals
Mails

✔ Drop & Go

✔ Parcelforce Express Services
✔ Amazon Collection Point

✔ Pay Bills and Top up
✔ Vehicle Tax
Travel

✔ Foreign Currency - Euros Available
National Lottery

✔ Prize Payments
✔ Ticket Sales

✔ DPD Collection point*

*Coming soon

www.gurneysladestores.co.uk
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SAVE

20%

New Sky Blue Glaze
Milk Jug, Sugar Bowl
and Butter Dish set £95
Milk Jug £32
Sugar Bowl £38
Butter Dish £44

COUPON CODE
BEACON

Buy online at: www.peterbowenart.co.uk

Handmade in East Horrington

07989 163 152

Wills, Probate, Power of Attorney
A Practical Handbook for Organising your Affairs
“After I have Gone” is an invaluable, practical handbook
we give to all of our Will clients. It contains a number
of questions to answer. For example, you will describe
the type of funeral you would like, give details of your
assets, and explain what should happen to your pets.
Your executors and family will find it extremely helpful.
“Well done Judith. You have done the world a big favour in
producing a readable guide to a delicate subject”

Judith Derbyshire
01458 850 146
jd@purelyprobate.co.uk

Purely Probate Solicitors, Lower Farm Offices, West Bradley BA6 8LT

Serving the communities of Ashwick, Binegar, Oakhill and surrounds

Page 22

ANDREW JAMES

CARVED
STONE
LETTERS
- keeping tradition alive -

MEMORIAL MASONRY
& RESTORATION
TRADITIONAL HAND
CARVED LETTERING
BESPOKE COMMISSIONS
We will work with you to sympathetically design, produce and install a personal
memorial, either hand carved or engraved. Standing stones, lawn memorials and
cremation tablets available in a wide range of slate, stone and granite.
We also offer headstone restoration services.

WWW.CARVEDSTONELETTERS.CO.UK

PHONE: 01749 840 869 / 07966 366 816 EMAIL: andrew@carvedstoneletters.co.uk
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Yenstone Walling & Landscaping

Drystone wall specialist
DSWA certified – Patrick Houchen
All types of stone walling undertaken
01963 371123
www.yenstonewalling.co.uk

Call Us to Speak
to a Funeral Director

01749 840499

Contact our funeral directors, in Oakhill, Somerset,
to discover more about our wide-ranging services.
01749 840499
Midsomer Norton 01761 418921
Shepton Mallet 01749 346567
n_maggs@hotmail.co.uk
njmaggsfuneralservices.co.uk
Open 24/7
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Radstock
Highfield House,
Bath Road,
Oakhill, Radstock,
Somerset, BA3 5AF
Shepton Mallet
18A Commercial Road
Shepton Mallet, BA4 5DJ

PROPERTY HANDYMAN
SERVICES AND REPAIRS
Home owners, residents,
offices, businesses, letting
agencies and landlords.
JAMES ANDREWS

Fully insured and family run.

T: 0781 4759441 / 07800 895785

Contact us today for a free,
no obligation quote.

E: n.sage83@yahoo.co.uk

CLIFFORD FOOTT GARDEN MAINTENANCE
All aspects of gardening covered from weeding to landscaping,
garden clearance, fencing and patios
Call Cliff to discuss your needs:

07794 846180
cafoott@me.com

Gardening with a smile whatever the weather.
Fully insured.
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Mendip Rural Ser vices Ltd
Lawn Mower and Garden Machinery
Servicing, repairs, Repairs and sales

www.mendipruralservices.co.uk
T: 07974 259766 Workshop: 07491 665290
• Chainsaws made and sharpened • Logs for Sale

Springfield, Haydon Drove, Haydon, Wells, Somerset BA5 3EH

The Beacon

Advertise your business here
A monthly circulation of 850 copies, distributed
for free in Ashwick, Oakhill and Binegar.

Annual Advertising Rates:
EIGHTH PAGE
£35.00
QUARTER PAGE
£55.00
HALF PAGE
£110.00
FULL PAGE
£160.00
Enquiries to the Honorary Editorial Team:
magazine@beacontrinity.church

Vinyl Records Wanted
Cash Paid

Ring Rob 07745 599522

PETE BURR

GARDEN MAINTENANCE

Walling & Fencing
•
Turfing – Patios
•
Hedge Trimming
•
Site Clearance
•
Fully Insured Staff

www.crossgardensalcombe.com

Microsoft Excel
Home and Business

Training – Beginner to Advanced
Bespoke development
Data analysis

Ring Pete for a free estimate
Mobile: 07813 087899
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Andy Scott

01749 841 688
andy@oakgrid.co.uk

www.oakgrid.co.uk

under new
ownership
Award-winning food cooked using local, seasonal ingredients
Delicious Sunday roasts • Stonebaked sourdough pizzas
Local guest ales & Oakhill Inn house ale
Excellent wine list • 20+ wines by the glass
Sunny courtyard garden • log fires in Autumn/Winter
5 En suite bedrooms • Large dining room for private events

Opening times:
Mon-Fri: 12.00-3.00 & 5.00-10.00 Food: 12.00-2.00 & 6.00-9.00
Sat: 12.00-11.00 Food: 12.00-3.00 & 5.00-9.00
Sun: 12.00-10.00 Food: 12.00-3.00 & 5.00-8.00

The Oakhill Inn, Fosse Road, Radstock, BA3 5HU

01749 840442 • info@theoakhill.com
www.theoakhillinn.com

9 OUT OF 10
CUSTOMERS RENEW
WITH US EACH YEAR
Our home insurance replaces contents new for old
if damaged beyond repair* – just one of the many
reassuring features we include as standard.
To find out more, talk to us today about your
home insurance needs.
Call your local Bath agency on:

01761 239382

*Accidental damage covered for an additional premium. Limits and exclusions apply.

A P R Smith & H G Wareham is an appointed representative of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited.
And an introducer to NFU Mutual Select Investments Limited, a member of the NFU Mutual group of companies.
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J C Upholstery

Kevin Grubb
Carpenter and Joiner
Building and property maintenance

kwgjoinery.co.uk

kevin.grubb87@gmail.com

Tel: 07821005519

Quality re-upholstery
Free estimates
Setees and chairs made to order
1 Dye Lane, Oakhill, Radstock,
BA3 5AJ
Free Quotations
Tel: 01749 840930
Out of Hours: 01761 434174

Pauls Auto Services

Electrical &
Mechanical
Repairs
Servicing

Welding
Fabrication
Minor Body
Work

MOTs Arranged
Tel: 01749 841047 Mob: 07970480967

Philippa Spearing Flowers
Weddings & Special Events
Local, Seasonal Flowers
where possible

01749 840202 / 07768 738850
bpspearing@btinternet.com
www.philippaspearing.vpweb.co.uk

www.cerisephotography.co.uk
Rebecca Waters
For more information please look
at my website or contact me on:01749 841282 or 07968 294876
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ACCUBOOKS

Roots Nursery

Your Local Bookkeeping Service

@ Oakhill Church School
We have spaces available for
children ages 2 years – 4 years
in our nursery based at Oakhill
Church School and Nursery.

VAT Returns
Bookkeeping
Payroll
Monthly/Quarterly Management
Sole Traders and Small Businesses
M : 07904975280

E : f.phillips924@btinternet.com

THE BEACON
We based in the small village of Oakhill and we are on the main commute from Shepton Mallet
and surrounding towns and villages to Bath. We have two dedicated rooms, our main nursery
room and a sensory room. We also have an outdoor space including a sandpit, mud kitchen, herb
garden and fishpond. Our space offers a friendly, secure place for children to engage in
exploration, experimentation, risky and adventurous play.

Contact us on 01749 840426 or enquiries@oakhill.bwmat.org to book a tour.
‘Roots Nursery at Oakhill School’

www.oakhillchurchschool.co.uk/nursery

Please address all articles/enquiries/
advertising requests to The Editorial Team:
magazine@beacontrinity.church
Tel: 01749 840526
February magazine deadline:
Monday, 10th January

Rob Maher

	
  

Painter & Decorator
City & Guilds Qualified
Extensive Experience – Interior & Exterior
For a FREE estimate call:-

Mobile: 07745 599522 • Evenings: 01749 671853

LOCAL ELECTRICIAN
PHIL BRIDGES ELECTRICAL

Reliable local electrician for all domestic, commercial and
industrial installations
Tel: 01749 840821 Mob: 07527 843550
Email: phil.bridgesElectrical@hotmail.co.uk
For future reference cut out and keep by phone
NIC EIC Approved Contractor
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E . EMERY & SONS
1 GLADSTONE VILLA , ASHWICK

Local Family - Independent Funeral Directors
Traditional & Non Traditional Funerals
Pre- Paid Funerals Can Be Arranged
Personal To Your Requirements
Home Visits 24 Hour Service All Areas Covered
Chapel Of Rest
Contact Jonathan and Jane on 01749 840350
E-MAIL jbemery22@aol.com

A weekly class of:

Tai Chi

for better health
Mendip District Council fund a not-for-profit
loan scheme for homeowners and landlords*.
We understand the expense of maintaining
your home and we work with you to take the
stress out of funding repairs, improvements
or adaptations.
We see you as an individual, not a credit
score. Our knowledgeable team of advisers
will guide you through the process of
applying for a home improvement loan.

For a no-obligation assessment
or more information visit
www.lendology.org.uk or call 01823 461099

We have now resumed in person
in Ashwick & Oakhill Village Hall.
Please e-mail jo.webb@mbzonline.net
if interested in joining.
"Tai Chi is an easy exercise and the best
exercise you can do to improve your
health and wellbeing."
Jo Webb is a qualified
Volunteer Tai Chi Instructor
Limited numbers – booking essential
contact Jo on 01749 342035

A suggested donation of £4 is requested to cover costs

Heatherton Park Studios, Bradford on Tone, Taunton, TA4 1EU

*subject to eligibility
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Registered
Osteopath
Trevenen Pascoe

Structural and Cranial Osteopathy, Gentle
effective treatment for the whole body.
42 High Street,
Shepton Mallet, BA4 5AS
Tel: (01749) 342594

BSc (Hons) Ost. Med. ND.

FRICKER

Painting & Decorating

City & Guilds Qualiﬁed Tradesman
Interior & Exterior - Free Estimates

Tel: 01761 410891 Mob: 07974 874301
Email: mail@frickerpainting.co.uk

RED ROOM PRE-SCHOOL
School House, High Street,
Chewton Mendip. BA3 4LL
Ofsted EY313518, Reg. Charity no. 1053784.

Children aged 2-5 years
Come and learn through play and having ‘fun’.

At our Outstanding pre-school

Open 7.45 am-4.00 pm every weekday during school term time.
Funded places for 2 yr. olds and up to 30 hours for 3 yr. olds
Contact Elaine Blackmore: 01761 240700

www.masseywilcox.com
e-mail: enquiries@masseywilcox.com

Phone: 01761-232983
Fax: 01761-233184
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Combe Garden Maintenance
Tree surgery – felling, limbing & topping
Chipping & log splitting
Large or small lawns mowed
Fencing contracting – all types
Groundworks & drainage – 11/2 tonne digger & driver
Fully qualified & insured • 30 years experience

Call Rick for a free quote:
07795 428242

Osborne
Tree Services

All aspects of tree surgery
Tree Shaping, Pollarding,
Felling, Hedge Trimming,
Stump Removal,
Garden Clearance
• Fully insured •
•NPTC qualified •
• National Certificate
in Arboriculture •

ALEX
BOWN
Hedgelaying
Hedgelaying
Coppicing
Scrub
Clearing

Jody Osborne
Greystones, Prestleigh Road,
Evercreech, Somerset BA4 6JY
07896 813934
osbornetreeservices@hotmail.co.uk
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Tel: 01749 840598
Mob: 07813 006 919

we want you
Healthcare Assistant roles available!

We want caring and passionate individuals to join our team as Healthcare Assistants. You’ll work in our
community as you care for patients who have a life-limiting illness, and support their families.
• Competitive rates of pay
• 35 days holiday to start for full time
• Full induction, training and development
Whether you’re new to healthcare, returning to work after bringing up your family, re-training or are currently
working in the care sector, there is a role for you at Dorothy House.

For more information and to apply contact Nicola Bullivent:
Phone: 07788 542 312
Email: nicola.bullivent@dorothyhouse-hospice.org.uk

nelius
r
o
C

Bespoke Metalwork
by Zak Bolton
Gates, Railings, Chandeliers, Traditional Weather Vanes,
Fireside Tools, etc. Hand crafted to your personal design

Come and make something in Iron, Copper or Brass,
have a go, learn and surprise yourself.

Phone: Zak on 07796 634510
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tel: Sheila 07962 111758

tel: Sheila 07962 111758
01749 841472
01749 841472
email: laylalester@hotmail.com

email: sheilatokarski@gmail.com

Mobile Hairdresser
Mobile
Hairdresser
and Qualified Therapist
Manicuand
re & Pedicure
Massage
Qualified
Therapist
Reflexology
Waxing
Manicure
Pedicure
Eyelash
Tinting &&
Eyebrow
Shaping

Wedding Hair and Event
Make-Up

CJ Window Cleaning
Chris Jackson
Traditional window cleaning
Fascias and gutters
BWCA Registered
DBS checked
07876 235490
cjwindows1@gmail.com
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GARAGE DOOR & PRE-FABRICATED
BUILDING SPECIALISTS
WE’LL RECOMMEND A SOLUTION
THAT SUITS YOU, NOT US
That means we listen to your needs, take on board your wants
and, very importantly, take into account your budget. We can
then advise you on the best way to go; whether that be a
complete bespoke garage, top of the range automated door,
a basic up and over or simply a repair.
So with direct access to the top manufacturers, a huge stock
of spare parts for all makes and our own teams of experienced
engineers, you can be assured of the result you want.
Trading Standards Approved Trader
Call Debbie or Nicola on 01761 419999

Showroom: Radstock Rd, Midsomer Norton, BA3 2AD

www.sdsgaragedoors.co.uk

For details of our pre-fab buildings please
visit: www.sdsconcretegarages.co.uk

The Most Thorough Cleaning
You’ve Ever Seen Or Its Free!!
Carpets Advanced Low Moisture System.

What We Give Others Can’t

Superb results and dry in as little as 30mins!
Your neighbours will think you’ve got new.

* Value For Money – You get what you

can look like new and smell fresh again.

* Accurate Appointment Times

Upholstery Fabric and leather upholstery

Oriental & Area Rugs Off site cleaning

facility for superior results. Free Collection &
Delivery.
Hard Flooring Restorative
cleaning, sealing and re-polishing
of Natural Stone, Ceramic &
Porcelain Tiles & Grout, Wood,
Vinyl etc. Re-polishing of
limestone, travertine and marble.
Floors, worktops, vanity units,
showers and bathrooms.

pay for. We may not be cheapest, (we won’t
use the tricks necessary to be so!)

No more waiting around! 10 or more mins
late, we ring ahead.
* 100% Money Back Guarantee We
are not perfect! If a spot re-appears or you’re
unhappy, we’ll return and re-clean free. If
you are still unhappy, your payment will not
be accepted.
Free, Friendly Advice
TLC (Bath) Ltd, Unit 33,
Old Mills, Paulton BS39 7SU

www.tlcbath.co.uk
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01761
235600

Carpentry & Building
Phone: 01749 841022
Solving all domestic
& commercial pest issues

	
  
DEVELOPERS

Rats, Mice, Squirrels
Ants, Bed Bugs, Bird Proofing,
Cockroaches, Flies, Fleas, Wasps & more...

Call or message us for a free quote!

07917 638450

Woodwork
Shop
Facilities

Find us on Facebook
@PestSolutionsSouthWest

Expert pest solutions
for over 10 years.

Free Quotations

Hartley’s

The café bistro on the Mendips
Enter Hartley’s and you are in the ‘kitchen’
The delicious look and smell of beautiful food
Open from 9am for breakfast through brunch
An ever changing seasonal ‘lunch’ menu
delights all - Served with passion from 12 noon
Wednesday - Sunday
www.hartleyskitchen.com check it out!
The perfect fully licensed venue for Sunday
Breakfast and Lunch
Now re-designed
just for you…

Hartley’s Kitchen, Rookery Farm, Binegar, BA34UX
Telephone: 01749 841718
e-mail: info@hartleyskitchen.com
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HAVE SOMETHING
TO SELL?

S
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OUR RECENT RESULTS SPEAK FOR THEMSELVES…

FREE HOME VISITS FOR VALUATIONS, PLEASE CALL
OUR OFFICE TO BOOK ON 01373 852419
WE HOLD MONTHLY SALES OF ANTIQUES AND COLLECTABLES.
OUR SALE IS FULLY PHOTOGRAPHED AND CATALOGUED AND
CAN BE FOUND ON THE-SALEROOM.COM
*ALL SOLD PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO BUYERS PREMIUM

SALE ROOMS
Gareth Wasp
Telephone 01373 852419
The Agricultural Centre, Standerwick, Frome BA11 2QB
gareth.wasp@cooperandtanner.co.uk
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NorthernLights
beauty

Northern lights Beauty covers all your beauty needs :

Do you have unwanted body hair?

SHR permanent hair removal is now at
Northern Lights Beauty and I’m here to help.

Autumn special offers

Lip/chin/cheek £15 • Neck £20 • Underarms £25
Basic bikini £25 • Brazilian/Hollywood £45 • 1/2 leg £59

I can also offer multiple areas:

Brazilian/ Hollywood and underarms £60

These are just some of the fantastic offers I can do.
Call today to discuss your unwanted hair needs

Quote
m
when ag02
callin
g

prices are based on one session - a minimum of 6 is required and the average is approx 9

Claire@northernlightsbeauty.co.uk or 07834244582
The Birch, Stoke Cresent, Stoke St Michael BA3 5HE

Financial advice of true family value
I provide a comprehensive wealth management
service, offering specialist face-to-face advice
tailored to you. My services include:
• Investment Planning • Inheritance Tax Planning
• Retirement Planning • Intergenerational Planning
For further details please contact:

Zac Cambourne
Tel: 01761 202035
Email: zac.cambourne@sjpp.co.uk
www.zaccambourne.co.uk
H2SJP28802 05/18
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St. James, Ashwick
Holy Trinity, Binegar
All Saints, Oakhill

A beacon
of welcome,
welcome,acceptance
acceptanceand
andhope
hope centred on Jesus.
beacon of
centred on Jesus.

CONTACTS

Ministers:
CONTACTS
Richard Priestley:
vicar@beacontrinity.church / 01749 840239
Ministers
Mandy
Priestley
Priest in charge - Rev’d
Richard
Priestley
01749 840239 / vicar@beacontrinity.church
Safeguarding Officer:
The Rectory, Fosse Rd. Oakhill BA3 5HU
safeguarding@beacontrinity.church
Pioneer Community Priest - Rev’d Mandy Priestley
Parish
Church
Wardens:
01749 840239
Ashwick
Rachael Norris:
07787 131074
Reader/Minister - Mrs.
Kirsteen
Heselton
Caroline
Stevens:
01749 840170
01749 840550 / meadowfield6@hotmail.co.uk
Binegar
Patsy Scadding:
01749 841163
01749 840300
Curate - Rev’d RichDavid
MilesStone:
- curate@beacontrinity.church

…
Oakhill

Vacancy

Parish Treasurer:
Safeguarding
Officer
Branden Heselton : 01749 840550 / branden.7@hotmail.co.uk
		
treasurer@beacontrinity.church
Parish
contacts
ParishChurch
Secretary:

Diana Marshall:
secretary@beacontrinity.church
Binegar Patsy Scadding 841163 / patsy411@icloud.com
Magazine Editorial Team:
Ashwick Caroline Stevens 840170 / warrenfarm@talktalk.net
		
magazine@beacontrinity.church
Oakhill Robin Perry 841379 / rperryoil@aol.com

Hon Editorial Team

Hon Magazine Treasurer - Peter Dennis

Treasurermagazine@beacontrinity.church
9 The Acorns Little London, Oakhill, BA3 5BT
Philip Pam
Belben
/ philip@axeside.co.uk
and840626
Peter Dennis
with Lee Linford
Tel: 840526
The Chapel, Maitland Close, Nettlebridge BA3 5AA

Magazine enquiries/contributions to the Editor
c/o 9 The Acorns, Little London, Oakhill, BA3 5BT
email: magazine@beacontrinity.church Tel: 01749 840526

Deadline for February edition: Monday, 10th January
This publication has been designed using resources from Freepik.com, Pixabay.com.
Fireworks illustrations (p2, 3, 4, 9, 40) created by studiogstock - www.freepik.com; cleaning illustration (p4) designed by
macrovector / Freepik; robin illustrations (p10, 11) created by pikisuperstar - www.freepik.com; Saltaire and haggis
illustrations (18) created by macrovector - www.freepik.com; tartan illustration (p18) created by freepik - www.freepik.
com ; roses in garden illustration (p25) designed by Freepik; ying yang illustration (p30) from Pixabay.com.

Sponsored by Ashwick Parish Council and Binegar & Gurney Slade
Parish Council, Massey Wilcox, Morris & Perry,
LKAB Minerals
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