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Church Services – May 2022
Sunday, 1st May 10am  Communion St. James, Ashwick

Sunday, 8th May 10am Communion All Saints, Oakhill

Sunday, 15th May 10am Communion St. James, Ashwick

Sunday, 22nd May 10am Communion  Holy Trinity, Binegar 
 4pm 4th @ 4 Ashwick Church Rooms 
   Art & Faith

Sunday, 29th May 10am Rogation Walk  Ashwick start

OAKHILL VILLAGE FESTIVAL 
SATURDAY 16TH JULY
Beacon Trinity Parish, Oakhill Church School, Ashwick & Oakhill Village Hall are 
planning a great day.

Fun dog show: Happy Landings are running a variety of fun classes throughout the 
afternoon, details next in June edition, rosettes and prizes, all dogs welcome.

3 Bands already booked. All the usual sideshows and stalls. For information about 
booking a stall (£15) e-mail:  
di.marshall@beacontrinity.church or magazine@beacontrinity.church  
More details next month.

If you would like to help please email:  
vicar@beacontrinity.church  We are also  
looking for sponsorship to cover some of the main  
expenses so that everything raised on the day  
can go to our three groups.
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from the Hill
View

May Day was the ancient 
beginning of Summer and 
today more traditionally it is a 
spring celebration. Traditional images are of children dancing round a May Pole and Morris 
dancers at village fayres. In the UK it seems that ‘Spring bank holiday’ is more the focus of 
community celebrations as this usually coincides with a school holiday. Spring bank 
holiday used to be known as Whitsun which is a name for Pentecost Sunday. Pentecost is 
the commemoration of the coming of the Holy Spirit to the disciples after Jesus rose 
from the dead.

Some think ‘Whit’ comes from ‘white’ as it was a day people were baptised dressed in 
white clothes. Another meaning goes back to a Saxon word ‘wit’ meaning wisdom, as at 
Pentecost the disciples were endowed with the Holy Spirit giving them wisdom and 
understanding.

In recent years the Spring bank holiday has been the last Monday in May meaning it is not 
directly linked to the Christian festival of Pentecost.

This year we are moving the bank holiday to Friday 3rd June on an extended weekend to 
celebrate the Queens Platinum Jubilee. It seems fitting to me that due to this we will be 
celebrating on Pentecost (Whit) Sunday, 5th June once again as Queen Elizabeth has such 
a strong faith in Jesus. 

As we celebrate, I am aware that many in the world are struggling and suffering. This 
doesn’t mean we should not celebrate ourselves, but we should remember at the same 
time.

I am delighted that hospitality has been offered to refugees by people in our communities 
and I hope that those who join our community from Ukraine will feel welcome to join in our 
celebrations if they wish, knowing that we also hope and pray for an end to the suffering 
and war in their country.

facebook.com/beacontrinity instagram.com/beacontrinity
Follow us on Instagram!

Please visit www.beacontrinity.church or:
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Community corner
A Warm Welcome
from our community to 
all our Ukrainian visitors. 
We hope your time with 
us will enable you to 

make happy memories and new friends.

Congratulations
To Justin Sargent who received his OBE 
medal in March for services to the 
community in Somerset. Justin, the Chief 
Executive of Somerset Community 
Foundation since 2005, was awarded the 
honour in the 2021 Queen’s Birthday 
Honours List.

Thank You
To Emma Dakin’s dad for laying hardcore 
down the footpath from the Rec to the 
A367. The surface was slippery and muddy, 
causing problems for pedestrians of all ages.

Lent Lunches:
Many thanks to everyone who supported the 
Beacon Trinity Lent Lunches. The fantastic 
amount of £616.30 was donated, providing 
much needed funds for our three churches. 
And the soups were fantastic!!

Wells Festival of Literature 30th 
anniversary - 14-22 October 2022:
The Festival is preparing to celebrate its 
30th anniversary this year with a bumper 
line-up of celebrity speakers and authors. It 
runs from 14-22 October and was launched 
in April with its popular international poetry 
and story competitions. Calling poets and 
wordsmiths worldwide – it's time to get 
rhyming and writing as entries are 
welcomed for the Open Poetry Competition 
that is part of the 2022 Festival. For full 

details of the rules of each of the 
categories and how to enter go to  
www.wellsfestivalofliterature.org.uk and 
click on the competitions section. For 
details of this year's Festival, information  
on becoming a friend or sponsor, or to  
enter any of the competitions, visit  
www.wellsfestivalofliterature.org.uk

Local clubs
Oakhill and Ashwick Local History Group: 
Our May meeting is a Quiz and Social Evening 
(Wine and Nibbles, Tea or Coffee if you 
prefer), incorporating the AGM. So come 
and enjoy – all welcome. Wednesday, May 
18th, 7.30pm, Ashwick & Oakhill Village Hall.

East Mendip Gardening Club  
Will meet on Tuesday 24th May at 7.30p.m 
in the Ashwick & Oakhill Village Hall, when 
Derek Dexter will give a demonstration and 
slide show about ‘Fuchsias my way’. 
Further details from:  
markamanley81@googlemail.com

 
Paul Hartley’s New Venture:
From May 20th he will open on Fridays from 
5pm - 7pm for great British Fish and Chips 
take-away! Pre-orders by telephone only 
- 01749 841718.

Cyber Aware from the  
National Cyber Security Centre
Make today the day you secure your email 
account: set a strong, separate password 
using 3 random words. Cyber criminals are 
targeting emails more than ever. Are you 
protected?

Find out more about creating strong 
passwords: cyberaware.gov.uk

UKRAINE
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Betty Howell
Betty Howell, a much-loved, long time resident of Gurney Slade, died 
on the 1st April 2022 aged 88 in South Cary House, Castle Carey.

From Betty’s friend and fellow worshipper: Margaret Perkins:
Betty was a caring, hard working, independent, thoughtful lady.  A 
compassionate friend to so many. She was a loyal supporter of many 
worthy charities, in particular working as a weekly volunteer in the 
MSN Barnardo’s shop.  She also organised the weekly Friday coach 
shopping trip from Gurney Slade to Shepton Mallet.  Her dedication over many years to 
her much-loved St James Church was admirable and her warm welcome to everyone 
who attended was always so sincere.

During her younger years she delivered daily supplies of fresh milk from their farm in 
Benter, driving  her father’s van in all kinds of weather, to customers in the Stockhill 
Road area of Chilcompton. Without plastic containers or glass bottles, milk was 
transported in a smaller metal churn with a carrying handle to customers’ doorsteps 
where the required quantity was dipped out using a cylindrical metal standardised 
measuring container with long handle, into the customers’ own jugs. We often shared 
humorous stories about the individual characters she met during that time. Dear Betty 
will be missed greatly by all who knew her.  RIP Betty.

From Betty’s cousin: Val Rich (nee Howell):
Cousin Betty was a welcome visitor to our Mother over the years.  All of us knew of her 
great love of nursing, her family and the Church. The family admired her willingness to 
help so many in her village, and beyond, even when she was not in the best of health. 
My sister and I enjoyed our visits to her bungalow sharing coffee, home-made cakes 
and news of our families. Her fierce independence was something we all admired. 
Thank you, Betty.

From Caroline Stevens – Churchwarden at St James, Ashwick and friend of Betty:
Betty was known to many of us for her wonderful human qualities and simple way of 
helping people.  She was an incredible lady always willing to lend a hand at events; she 
made wonderful cakes, especially her famous fruit cake!

Betty willingly helped anyone who needed a lift in her little car to go shopping or 
to village events. A true Christian she loved her church, St James; she was always 
cleaning it,  she was on the flower rota when needed and was the caretaker of Ashwick 
Church Rooms.

Before retirement, Betty was a staff nurse and worked at St Martins Hospital, Bath and 
later at Shepton Mallet Community Hospital, again always caring for someone  
- an incredibly loving, caring lady with many friends.

Betty’s funeral is on Tuesday, 3rd May at 12.30pm in St James Church, Ashwick.

This month's cover...
This month’s cover photograph of a bee collecting nectar, taken by John Law. Please send 
photos for the cover (portrait orientation, in colour) to: magazine@beacontrinity.church

Thank you.
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Life in abundance
It all happened so quickly. I went to A&E with severe back-pain which affected my 
mobility. The NHS was outstanding. Within a dizzying few hours, I heard I would need 
an immediate MRI scan and possibly rods to support my spine. I dreaded the thought of 
going into the scanner, let alone the surgery. As I was being wheeled along the corridor, 
Lauren, my Godson’s 10-year-old daughter, came into my mind.

Lauren is a talented girl passionate about football. Just over a year ago, it was discovered 
that she had a growth at the base of the spine which would need radical treatment to 
prevent spinal curvature. She would also require rods in her back which could be regularly 
extended by surgery as she grew into adulthood. In addition, this ten-year-old would 
be spending lonely hours in a soul-less scanner. Lauren is lovingly supported by her 
wonderful family and magnificently treated by NHS professionals, but while it can be 
shared, the load is ultimately hers to carry. Parents bear the agony of powerlessness. In 
the middle of this painful dilemma, young Lauren is instinctively grabbing the God-given 
gift of abundant life which is for all and which lies at the heart of the Gospel. As we get 
older, less passionate and more cynical we can lose faith in this gift. 

As I was being taken to the radiology department, I realised that I was being strengthened 
and inspired by this young girl, six decades my junior, facing far greater challenges than 
me. My own fears were being transformed by Jesus Christ’s gift of life mediated through 
Lauren’s courage. Life may turn out differently from what we expect, but that does not 
restrict its abundance. 

The young are an inspiration. It is the role of the older generation to ensure they can grow 
into the special people God has created them to be so that they can release the gifts they 
have for us all.

Thanks, Lauren.

Despite all she faces, Lauren continues to play football.

Brian

May Message
Brian Castle,  
Honorary Assistant Bishop  
for Bath and Wells
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Oakhill Church School were delighted to welcome Christians 
together in Shepton Mallet and Shepton Community Bookshop to 
a special Collective Worship on Monday 28th March where the 
school was presented with 30 Good News Bibles. Mrs Clements, 
the Headteacher, said that the bibles will be an invaluable 
resource for RE lessons as the children will be able to read directly 

from the text. This is a great example of the local community working with the school to 
provide the best outcomes for the children.
Are you a business owner who could support 
our school in some way? if so, we would love 
to hear from you at:  
enquiries@oakhill.bwmat.org
We are also looking for volunteers who will 
support children with their reading.  Full 
training will be given and will be subject to 
DBS clearance.  Please contact the school 
office for further details:  
enquiries@oakhill.bwmat.org

Oakhill Church School & Nursery

School Governors Required

The Local Governing Committee at Oakhill Church School is passionate about their role in 
building and supporting our wonderful school and championing the school vision of a 
community of learning, celebration and empowerment.   
This is a hugely rewarding and fulfilling role for those who want to enable Oakhill’s 
children to meet their full potential. Oakhill Governors are a committed group of 
individuals working together in collaboration with the school.  
As there is a comprehensive governor induction process, no specific skills or experience 
are necessary. This is a volunteer position with a commitment of about 5 hours per 
month.  
For more information about becoming an Oakhill Governor, please email 
the Clerk to Governors: vanessa.locke@bwmat.org 
For more information on the school and the work we do, please visit: 
https://www.oakhillchurchschool.co.uk/ 
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In 1684, John Cannon was born at Grange Farm, West Lydford. It is still there.  
He wrote a Chronicle, of his life that shines a light on Somerset rural life. Beware: it 
is earthy and you will blush.

He is remarkable because he was self-taught. His parents refused to pay for an 
education. They thought “me proper for their rural employments, such as keeping 
sheep, driving plow and other husbandry affairs according to their direction.” He 
never forgave them. An insatiable appetite for books was his education.

In 1702, at age 18, his parents let John visit Binegar Fair. He was used to markets; 
he sold corn at Bruton. A fair, though, was something else. 

Let me set the scene. Fairs were vital for the buying and selling of livestock, produce 
and consumer goods. Fairs attracted rich and poor. Socially, fairs were places of 
courtship, entertainment and leisure with family and friends. They were a ready 
network for showing new, exotic entertainments at provincial locations. Fairs, 
though, could risk your reputation or livelihood. There was theft, brawling, 
drunkenness, gambling, violence and licentious behaviour. It was an irresistibly 
heady mix, a sore temptation for a young man.

Gambling was a top vice of the youth of the time. John was no exception. An “idle 
exercise I & my brother was addicted to was when at work together in the barn to 
make out corn for the market, we should instead of following our labours, get to 
cards, being never without a pack in his or my pocket.”

With gambling – playing games of chance for money – came cardsharps, who won by 
cheating. From the Reformation on, there were books on how to play cards and dice, 
and how to cheat at them. Most usually, several confederates used sleight of hand to 
complete the sting on a cony as they called their dupe.

If Cannon was a cony and fleeced at Binegar Fair, he kept visiting them. In 1704, he 
took a girl he was courting to Babcary and “passed the night in good entertainment 
and civill mirth”. In 1707, at Castle Cary, a sergeant gave him a guinea. Innocently, 
he had “taken the Queen’s money” and become an army conscript. He put up a fight, 
got arrested but happily, as he was employed, the local magistrate freed him. 

Tales of old

Richard Higgins
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The recent appalling news of  the violent assault by Russian armed forces on the 
neighbouring country of  Ukraine has caused a great deal of  concern, especially in adjacent 
countries. I’m sure that the news that on one occasion Russian missiles landed quite close to 
the border of  Poland, reminded some of  us of  the behaviour of  a similar dictator to Putin, 
who was responsible for the onset of  WWII. How, on both occasions the instigators of  the 
subsequent violent assaults had promised that they had no intention of  causing a war. On 
the first occasion it was Hitler’s massive armed forces that smashed their way across Poland, 
one of  our allies; before treating much of  Europe in the same way, whilst Putin’s armed 
forces appear to be just as brutal.   

So it is, having briefly mentioned these two violent events, it brings to mind the fact  that 
we never have to look very far or very hard to find bad news and for some reason bad news 
often tends to get more publicity.

However, having rambled on about the popularity or otherwise of  bad news, I must say 
that I was agreeably surprised recently by some good news reports in the media. In fact as 
far as those involved were concerned, namely Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe, and for her 
husband and little daughter, it was absolutely Wonderful News!  I suppose most of  us are 
very aware of, what has been a long ongoing story of  how following a visit to see relatives in 
Iran with her baby daughter in 2016, Nazanin was arrested at the airport on her way back 
to her home in this country, on what she has constantly claimed to be, trumped up charges 
of  spying against the Iranian state. 

Over the last six years she has apparently faced all manner of  charges, as well as suffering 
long spells of  what seems to have been vile forms of  imprisonment. 

Fortunately her husband Richard was able to fulfil her appeal for him to fetch the little girl 
back home to live with him in this country, where he has spent the last 6 years looking after 
her, as well as going on hunger strikes, and constantly agitating the powers that be, to get 
his wife free, to get something done.

So it was, on that day towards the end of  March it was obvious that something had at last 
been done! A special aeroplane landed at Brize Norton air field with several people who 
had been freed by the Iranian regime. When a little girl who hadn’t seen her mother for 
some three years, was we hear, able to run, crying ‘IS THAT MY MUMMY’ into her 
mother’s arms; bearing out the good news that the Ratcliffe family were together once 
again!

Grenville’s Ramblin’s...

Grenville Reakes
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Oakhill & Ashwick Local History Group
Why ‘Little London’?

One of our big mysteries is why the western 
part of the village of Oakhill is known as ‘Little 
London’. The name has gathered quite a lot of 
interest from researchers nation-wide. While 
most English place names are either unique or 
occur in very small numbers, there are 
apparently over 120 ‘Little Londons’ across the 
land!  There must be some reason for this.

There are various theories. A popular one has 
been that the inhabitants were refugees from 
London’s plague. But historian John Broad says 
the name goes back further: some Little 
Londons are recorded before 1400. Through 
trawling the records, he has found that most 
sprang up at times of rapid population 
expansion, so the name was given to a place 
expanding very rapidly. Another theory is that 
they were squatter settlements, set up on 
commons or waste lands where people lived in 
squalid circumstances, as in London slums.  
Broad also notes that the majority of Little 
Londons appeared at the periphery of villages, 
close to borders, and with easy access to 
commons or waste land, away from what he 

calls the ‘prying eyes’ of parish or manorial 
control (suggesting, perhaps, some dodgy 
dealings?).  As an aside, it is said that in 
previous centuries, if a man could put up a 
house on waste land, starting at daybreak 
and having a roof over and a fire in the grate 
by sunset, then he had the right to stay on the 
land.  This right is much disputed (perhaps a 
rural folk tale), and it doesn’t, of course, 
explain the name.

In our case, the earliest record we have of the 
name is from 1705, when a certain John Stoake 
of Little London in Ashwick was found guilty of 
sheep stealing (punishable by death at the 
time). There are then a handful of Little 
London records in the parish from the 
mid-1700’s and beyond. But in those days, 
according to the maps, the position of this 
hamlet was west of today’s A37, between Batts 
Farm and the Mendip Inn (see the Ashwick 
parish map shown here). In those days a 
farmhouse between these two points was 
known as ‘Little London Farm’.  We do not 
know whether the name came from the farm 
or vice versa.  The rest of the hamlet included a 
number of small cottages (marked on an early 
Shepton parish map, just off the map shown 
here) on the lane leading from near the end of 
the High St up to Batt’s Farm on today’s A37.

There is no record of Little London being in its 
present location until the mid-1800’s. As it 
happens, in 1763, relatively soon after the first 
records of our Little London, Lord Fortescue 
(who owned most of the land in Ashwick 
parish) enclosed the common land called 
‘Ashwick Down’, which included the land then 
known as Little London plus some of that 
nearer to the centre of the village. The 
enclosure meant that it was no longer 
available for commoners for its traditional use 
as grazing and as a source of fuel. By the end 
of the 1800’s the little cottages referred to had 
gone, and Little London Farm had burnt down, 

Detail from Ashwick Parish Tithe Map 1841
Showing Little London Farmhouse west of the A37 
(vertical) and the road leading into Oakhill village at 
the bottom of the map
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with no trace of it today.  The fields on the 
west side of the A37 are now just that – fields, 
no buildings. So, with almost nothing left in its 
old location did the name just slide 
eastwards?

Yet another theory about the name seems to 
be favoured in Wales: a website called 
‘Llundainfach’ claims that it had to do with 
droving – moving animals to market along the 
nation-wide network of drove roads (sadly this 
interesting website has recently disappeared). 
The animals would be on the road for many 
days, even weeks, moving from their place of 
origin to a central market, for example from 
Wales to London. They would need short term 
grazing; as the numbers of animals increased 
the drovers used multiple routes to avoid 
competition. The drovers themselves would 
need accommodation and sustenance, 
meaning some permanent structures would 

spring up. This may well be a partial 
explanation, but cannot be the whole story, 
for not all Little Londons are on or near 
possible droving routes – ours wasn’t on an 
obvious one. The link could well be with 
commerce. Broad says that books of the 
1500’s and 1600’s suggest the name Little 
London was often used to signify a busy 
commercial centre. There may be a 
connection with drovers, many of whom were 
known to act as peddlers and engage in trade 
as they travelled. Some of them had a 
decidedly shady reputation, as did some Little 
Londons. If that area of Oakhill was ever a 
trading area – whether for legal or illegal 
dealings – there is certainly no evidence of it 
now.  

So many theories, some at best a little more 
convincing than others.  Take your pick.

Lin Thorley

Hi, we are a small group of local residents who, so far, have applied for 
around 30 visas under the Homes for Ukraine scheme in Oakhill and 
the surrounding area. We have already welcomed our first family into 
Oakhill, who are staying with myself and our family. 

Many people have asked if they can donate or support our Ukrainian peers so we 
have decided to set up this “gofundme page”. We have provided for most of their 
immediate needs, however, we are very aware that as more families arrive, especially 
with children, there will be things we have not considered. Most of our counterparts 
are eager to find work and we would like to support them in doing this and becoming 
independent members of our local community.

Things that your money will contribute towards….. bedding, clothing, technology to 
enable them to remain in contact with families left behind in Ukraine, bus passes, 
therapeutic activities such as horse riding, school uniforms and equipment …… the list 
is endless and we will always report back with how your money has been utilised.

We have been overwhelmed by the amount of people who have offered help and 
support and hope that this provides an easy and simple 
way for you to do this. I know that our Ukrainian families are 
overwhelmed by the love and kindness they have received in 
the UK, and in particular our local community. Many Thanks 

Vicki Bridges

This is the link to our “gofundme page” named  
“Oakhill supports Ukraine”: https://gofund.me/fef0784c

UKRAINE
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Council Elections
Nominations to join Ashwick Parish Council had to be submitted by Tuesday 5th 
April for a Council of 11 representatives.   Seven valid papers were submitted and 
consequently we had an uncontested election. The following parishioners have 
therefore been elected to serve:

David Barlow Phil Briscoe   Jessica Elliott                             
Sarah Emery David Hine       David Thorley                             
Bryan Wells

Our meeting in April was the final session of the old Council.  Items on the agenda 
included the following planning applications:

2022/0307/TPO M329 - Tree A: Ash - Fell Tree B: Ash Dieback - Fell Coombe End, 
Binegar Lane Gurney Slade.  Council recommended leaving the decision to the Tree 
Officer.  

2022/0432/HSE - New vehicular access with associated parking and turning,  
20 Kingscombe Gurney Slade.                                                                                                                      

2022/0523/TCA T1 - Silver Birch crown lift to 3.5 metres. T2 - English Oak - Crown 
lift to 3.5 metres, T3 Beech - Crown lift to 3.5 metres, crown reduction to 4 metres - 
Pondsmead Surgery.  Recommended to leave decision to Tree Officer.                                                                             

2022/0593/Ful  - Erection of stable block, stone and creation of track 
from existing access at 364759 148159 Nettlebridge Hill Bath Road Oakhill.                                                                 
New Premises Licence Application for a premises licence for Mendip Golf Club,  
Golf Links Lane Ashwick

Ashwick Parish Update 
April 2022 – David Barlow & Kate Egan 
(ashwickparish@hotmail.co.uk)

The next monthly Council meeting will be held on Wednesday May 11 at 7.00pm. 
This meeting includes:

Annual Parish Meeting and Annual Parish Council Meeting

The Annual Parish Meeting gives parishioners the opportunity to come along to meet 
Councillors and hear what the Council has been doing during the year. This is also an 

opportunity to raise any issues you would like the Council to look at over the  
coming year. Everyone Welcome.
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Hopefully, by the time you read this, the rejuvenation work at the 
village hall will be well underway, and the former garage, storeroom, 
and changing room in the process of being converted into a fantastic 
kitchen and café space. Work was slightly delayed, due to sickness, 
but we hope that good progress will be made over the coming weeks 
and the core building work will be completed and the kitchen design 
and fitting can then commence. We look forward to showcasing the 
new space later in the year.
Work is also about to start on the repairs required to the children’s play area, ahead 
of our upcoming ROSPA inspection. The steps to the slide, the posts on the ‘adult’ 
swing and the ‘child’ swing are being repaired and the second child seat repaired 
and returned to use. This is alongside a general clean up and maintenance across 
the playground. You will notice areas of the play equipment taped off during this 
period. Please don’t allow your children to use any of the equipment if it is taped off, 
and bear with us while we complete these essential repairs.
An easy way for you to consider supporting us, as we continue with these essential 
works, is to make “Ashwick Village Hall and Recreation Ground” your Amazon Smile 
Charity beneficiary. At no extra cost to yourself, the Village Hall will then receive a 
donation every time you make a qualifying Amazon Smile 
order. For further information please see our Facebook or 
Instagram pages or email us at aandovillagehall@gmail.com.

If you are interested in hearing more about what we have been 
up to over the last 12 months and our plans for the next year, we 
would love to see you at our AGM on Tuesday 10th May at 7pm 
at the Village Hall. You don’t have to be interested in becoming a 
committee member to attend, and there will be drinks and 
nibbles afterwards to tempt you. We would love to see you there!

Finally, we would like to say a huge thank you to everyone who came to support our 
Easter Event last month which raised a splendid £366.37 towards our fund-raising 
target of £80,000. It was lovely to see so many people, and we hope that the children 
had a fantastic time and enjoyed lots of chocolate over the Easter holidays!
Kim Hare, Vice Chair – Ashwick & Oakhill Village Hall Committee

News from the  
Ashwick & Oakhill 
Village Hall Committee
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The Parish Council is in contact with a number of agencies 
who are helping to support families that are taking in 
refugees and refugees who have arrived in the area. If you 
need support, please get in touch and we will do our best to 
signpost you to the right contacts.

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations
Plans for the Jubilee Celebrations are well in hand. Look 
out for the promotional posters and put the dates into 
your diary.

• Thursday 2nd June – Beacon lighting (bring a picnic)  
   on Masbury Hill
• Saturday 4th June – Evening Party at Oakhill Village Hall
• Sunday 5th June – Family Picnic at Binegar Memorial Hall and Playing Field.

If you would like to be involved or have any suggestions, please do get  
in touch.

Somerset Bus Partnership
Somerset Bus Partnership has over 120 representatives in parishes  
and towns across Somerset. They are looking for a representative form 
Binegar and Gurney Slade; ideally a member of the public who is a bus 
user. Please let us know if you would be interested in representing  
our villages.

Footpath Warden
Do you like getting out into the countryside and enjoy 
walking? The Parish Council, in partnership with 
Somerset’s Rights of Way Team, are seeking a Parish Path 
Liaison Officer. For further information please contact  
the Clerk.

Meetings
The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place in 
the Village Hall on Tuesday 10 May at 7:00pm.

Diane Abbott Parish Clerk: binegarpc@hotmail.co.uk 
www.binegar-pc.org.uk

Your councillors - Jon Abbott, Philip Blatchford, John Bridges,
Cath Law, Phill Roberts, John Scadding and David Stone

Binegar and Gurney Slade 
Parish Council News

UKRAINE
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Easy Coronation Chicken
(by Joanna Simpson)

Ingredients:
2-3 tsp mild curry powder, to taste

½ tspn ground cinnamon

2 tbsp mango chutney

1-3 tbsp sultanas, to taste, or 2 chopped  
apricot halves

500g shredded cooked chicken

6 tbspn mayonnaise or Crème Fraiche

Method:
1) Mix the mayo, curry powder, cinnamon, chutney and sultanas/
apricots together and season with black pepper.

2) Add the shredded chicken and stir to coat in the sauce. Stir 
in 2 tbsp water to loosen if needed, then season and serve as 
desired.

Classic Coronation Chicken can be served with jacket potatoes or in sandwiches 
and salads.  It’s an excellent way to use up leftover chicken, after a roast. Why not 
make some and enjoy at one of our villages’ Jubilee Picnics in June!

The Queen met a woman who helped perfect 
Coronation Chicken, the dish forever associated 
with the start of her reign, as she began 
celebrations of her 70 years on the throne.   
On the eve of the Monarch reaching her Platinum 
Jubilee milestone, she spoke with Angela Wood 
who, as a 19-year-old, spent days cooking 
versions of the dish first known as ‘Poulet Reine 
Elizabeth' for its creators as they worked on the 
Coronation menu. Ms Wood was tasked by royal 
florist and cookery doyenne Constance Spry and 
Cordon Bleu chef Rosemary Hume to help  
perfect the dish for the crowning of the Queen  
in June 1953.

Preparation time: 
5 mins

Serves: 
4-6
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The May Garden
EAST MENDIP GARDENING CLUB – JANE EVANS

May has arrived with, hopefully, warmer 
and longer days and it’s time tidy up 
spring planting, plant for summer and 
plan for autumn!

Once spring bulbs are over, resist the 
temptation to cut back the foliage but 
leave to die on its own and add liquid 
fertiliser round the clumps. The result 
will be an even better display next 
spring.

Start planting out summer bedding 
plants towards the end of the month if 
all risk of frost is over.

Water early and late to get the most out 
of your water and start collecting and 
recycling water wherever possible.

Continue dividing herbaceous border 
perennials to improve vigour and create 
new plants.

Divide established clumps of hostas as 
they come into growth.

Trim back spreading plants such as 
aubretia, alyssum and candytuft after 
they’ve flowered, to encourage fresh 
growth and new blooms.

Take cuttings of tender perennials, 
such as fuchsia and pelargoniums. New 
shoots of hardy perennials can also be 
used as cuttings. 

Take softwood cuttings of shrubby 
herbs such as sage and lemon verbena.

Prune spring flowering shrubs after 
flowering.

Prune out 
overcrowded 
and dead stems of early flowering 
clematis after flowering.

Tie in rambling climbing roses. Laying 
the stems horizontally will help to 
produce more flowers.

Top-dress permanent pot plants to 
refresh the compost.

Lift and divide overcrowded clumps 
of daffodils and other spring-flowering 
bulbs whilst still in the green.

Harden off outdoor tomatoes, 
courgettes and pumpkins for planting 
early next month.

Pinch out growing points of broad 
beans as soon as beans start to appear 
at the base of the plant to reduce the 
risk of blackfly.

Keep on top of weeding - weeds will 
compete for precious water, light and 
nutrients.

Protect strawberry plants with straw (to 
control weeds and lift the berries off the 
ground) and netting (to keep birds off 
the fruit)

Harvest rhubarb, picking only one-third 
of the total amount of stems.

Hang pheromone traps in stone fruit 
trees from May to August to monitor 
plum-fruit-moth activity and in apple 
trees to reduce codling moth.
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Keep young fruit trees well watered 
while they put on rapid growth.

Remove blossoms and fruits from newly 
planted fruit trees to help them establish 
properly during their first year.

Regularly check the centre of 
gooseberry bushes for green 
gooseberry sawfly caterpillars - they will 
quickly skeletonise leaves.

Feed the lawn with high-nitrogen 
fertiliser to encourage healthy green 
growth.

Delay mowing newly grown grass until 
it’s 3 inches, 8cm. in height and ensure 
the mower blades are on high setting. 
Never allow new lawns to dry out.

Remove duckweed and blanket 
weed from ponds, and thin out 
pondside perennials (if necessary) and 
submerged oxygenating pond plants. 
Leave any removed weed beside your 
pond overnight to allow pond life to 
escape back into the pond.

Hang fly traps in the greenhouse to 
monitor levels of whitefly, thrips and 
other pests. 

 

Start to sow biennials like foxglove, 
dianthus and wallflowers in seed trays, 
for flowering next year.

Direct sow poppy seeds, cornflowers 
and scabious to attract bees and 
butterflies.

Try sowing comfrey seeds in a 
neglected corner of the garden, it 
can be used to make fertiliser or 
for mulching and is a rich source of 
nutrients.

Sow spring onion seeds in drills outdoor 
for a quick crop to flavour salads and 
stir-fries.

Try Swiss chard sown outdoors for a 
colourful crop - it even looks good in 
flower beds!

Sow chive, coriander, dill and parsley 
seeds directly in the ground or into 
containers.

Take time out from all your hard work to 
relax and enjoy the garden now that the 
warmer weather has arrived.

Taken from Thompson & Morgan’s “What to do in the Garden this month”  
www.thompson-morgan.com/in-the-garden-this-month

From Roemead Farm. 
Written by 
Gerald Esain.

Weather Report: 
March 2022

March was a month 
of two halves, unsettled 

with some rain the first half 
of the month. Total rainfall 69mm, 

around average for this site. The second half 
had many sunny days. Temperatures were a little 

above average. Highest reading 18.2°C on the 24th. 
Lowest 1.1°C on the 20th.



Page 22



Page 23

Is your child living with another family?

Have you been looking a�er someone else’s
child for 28 days or more?

Do you know a child that’s being looked
a�er outside their close family?

If so, the child may be living in a private fostering arrangement.

The law says you must tell Children’s Social Care if you know about any 
private fostering arrangements. This is so we can make sure the 
children are well looked after and to give support to their carers.

Call Somerset Direct: 0300 123 2224
or email: childrens@somerset.gov.uk

Private fostering is when a child or young person under 16 years old - or 
under 18 if they have a disability - lives with someone for 28 days or 
more who is not a close relative, guardian or person with parental 
responsibility. A close relative would be a parent, step-parent, aunt, 
uncle or grandparent.

People become private foster carers for all sorts of reasons. They might 
be a friend of the child’s family. They could be someone who is willing to 
look after a child they do not know, for example if that child is on an 
exchange trip or have parents who live overseas.

If Children’s Social Care has made the arrangement, or the person who 
is caring for the child is and approved foster carer, this is not private 
fostering.

The law says you must tell Children’s Social Care if you know about any 
private fostering arrangements.

If you think you are privately fostering a child or know about a child who 
is being privately fostered, then don’t worry, it is allowed. But you do 
need to tell us - we have a legal duty to ensure that all children who are 
privately fostered are cared for in a safe and suitable environment.

What is private fostering?

What to do if you know of a
private fostering arrangement

To report a private fostering arrangement, please call our Contact Centre 
in confidence on 0300 123 2224 or email childrens@somerset.gov.uk

For general enquiries please email: 
PrivateFostering@somerset.gov.uk
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 Ashwick Church Rooms
The Church Rooms at Ashwick are available for hire and are the perfect 
venue for smaller functions - from children’s parties to intimate country 
weddings.  The Rooms have a large well-equipped kitchen, full disabled 
and baby changing facilities and is centrally heated throughout.  To view 
the Rooms, or for details of our competitive hire charges, please contact:  

Caroline Stevens Tel: 01749 840170
e-mail: caroline.stevens@beacontrinity.church

Binegar & Gurney Slade Memorial Hall
A large bright hall and separate meeting room available for hire.

Suitable for a variety of events including:
Children’s parties, family gatherings, fundraising events and meetings.

Well equipped with a modern kitchen.
For further information call   

01749 840764 • 07528 169533

NOW
TAKING

BOOKINGS

Ashwick & Oakhill Village Hall

The Village Hall on Zion Hill is a great 
local venue for parties, wedding and 
christening celebrations, clubs, societies, 
meetings and fundraisers. Recently 
refurbished and redecorated, the main hall 
has a capacity of 125 (70 seated). Hire 
includes use of a fully-fitted kitchen, tables 
and chairs, and hall piano.

Other Facilities for hire include a meeting 
room (up to 20 seated), football pitches, 
changing rooms with showers and various 
sound/lighting  equipment.

Amenities include large car park, 
recreational field, toddler playground, BMX 
track, Truespeed Ultra wifi and projector 
screens in the hall and meeting room.

Availability and Booking Information:
www.ashwickparish.org (Amenities > Village Hall)

or Email: aandovillagehall@gmail.com
or Phone: 01749 841 688

P
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The Oakhill Inn, Fosse Road, Radstock, BA3 5HU
01749 840442 •  info@theoakhill.com
www.theoakhillinn.com

Opening times:
Mon-Fri: 12.00-3.00 & 5.00-10.00  Food: 12.00-2.00 & 6.00-9.00
Sat: 12.00-11.00  Food: 12.00-3.00 & 5.00-9.00
Sun: 12.00-10.00  Food: 12.00-3.00 & 5.00-8.00

Award-winning food cooked using local, seasonal ingredients
Delicious Sunday roasts • Stonebaked sourdough pizzas

Local guest ales & Oakhill Inn house ale
Excellent wine list • 20+ wines by the glass

Sunny courtyard garden • log fires in Autumn/Winter
5 En suite bedrooms • Large dining room for private events

 MJW ELECTRICAL 
 Industrial and Domestic  
Installations and Repairs               

 

Contact Michael on: 07887 724409  

: mjw.electrical@hotmail.co.uk 

 
MJW Electrical is a well established electrical contract company that has built up an 
enviable reputation over the last 35 years. We pride ourselves on our commitment 
to always provide a professional and speedy service, whilst maintaining the highest 

quality of work. 
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  Buy online at:  www.peterbowenart.co.uk      

            Handmade 
                Ceramic   
               Clocks

                  Unusual
          Eye Catching              
       Design

Serving the communities of Ashwick, Binegar, Oakhill and surrounds 

Judith Derbyshire
01458 850 146       jd@purelyprobate.co.uk

Purely Probate Solicitors, Lower Farm Offices, West Bradley BA6 8LT

“After I have Gone” is an invaluable, practical handbook 
we give to all of our Will clients. It contains a number 
of questions to answer. For example, you will describe 
the type of funeral you would like, give details of your 
assets, and explain what should happen to your pets. 

Your executors and family will find it extremely helpful.

“Well done Judith.  You have done the world a big favour in 
producing a readable guide to a delicate subject”

Wills, Probate, Power of Attorney

A Practical Handbook for Organising your Affairs
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CARVED
STONE

LETTERS
- keeping tradition alive - 

ANDREW JAMES

WWW.CARVEDSTONELETTERS.CO.UK
PHONE: 01749 840 869 / 07966 366 816  EMAIL: andrew@carvedstoneletters.co.uk

MEMORIAL MASONRY
& RESTORATION

TRADITIONAL HAND
CARVED LETTERING

BESPOKE COMMISSIONS

We will work with you to sympathetically design, produce and install a personal 
memorial, either hand carved or engraved. Standing stones, lawn memorials and 

cremation tablets available in a wide range of slate, stone and granite.
We also offer headstone restoration services.
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Contact our funeral directors, in Oakhill, Somerset,  
to discover more about our wide-ranging services.

Radstock
Highfield House,
Bath Road,
Oakhill, Radstock,
Somerset, BA3 5AF

 01749 840499
 Midsomer Norton 01761 418921
 Shepton Mallet 01749 346567
 n_maggs@hotmail.co.uk
 njmaggsfuneralservices.co.uk
 Open 24/7

Shepton Mallet
18A Commercial Road
Shepton Mallet, BA4 5DJ

Call Us to Speak  
to a Funeral Director

 01749 840499

Drystone wall specialist

DSWA certified – Patrick Houchen

All types of stone walling undertaken

01963 371123 
www.yenstonewalling.co.uk

Yenstone Walling & Landscaping
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PROPERTY HANDYMAN 
SERVICES AND REPAIRS
Home owners, residents, 
offices, businesses, letting 
agencies and landlords.

Fully insured and family run.

Contact us today for a free, 
no obligation quote.

JAMES ANDREWS

T: 0781 4759441 / 07800 895785

E: n.sage83@yahoo.co.uk

CLIFFORD FOOTT GARDEN MAINTENANCE
All aspects of gardening covered from weeding to landscaping,

garden clearance, fencing and patios
Call Cliff to discuss your needs:

07794 846180
cafoott@me.com

Gardening with a smile whatever the weather.
Fully insured.
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Vinyl Records Wanted
Cash Paid

Ring Rob 07745 599522

MMeennddiipp  RRuurraall  SSeerrvviicceess  LLttdd  
Lawn Mower and Garden Machinery
Servicing, repairs, Repairs and sales

www.mendipruralservices.co.uk 
T: 07974 259766  Workshop: 07491 665290 

• Chainsaws made and sharpened • Logs for Sale
Springfield, Haydon Drove, Haydon, Wells, Somerset BA5 3EH

Home and Business
Training – Beginner to Advanced

Bespoke development
Data analysis

Andy Scott
01749 841 688

andy@oakgrid.co.uk
www.oakgrid.co.uk

Microsoft Excel
Home and Business

Training – Beginner to Advanced
Bespoke development

Data analysis
Andy Scott
01749 841 688

andy@oakgrid.co.uk
www.oakgrid.co.uk

Microsoft Excel

PETE BURR
GARDEN MAINTENANCE

Walling & Fencing
•

Turfing – Patios
•

Hedge Trimming
•

Site Clearance
•

Fully Insured Staff

Ring Pete for a free estimate
Mobile: 07813 087899

www.crossgardensalcombe.com

The Beacon
Advertise your business here

Annual Advertising Rates:
 EIGHTH PAGE £35.00
 QUARTER PAGE £55.00
 HALF PAGE £110.00
 FULL PAGE £160.00

Enquiries to the Honorary Editorial Team: 
magazine@beacontrinity.church

A monthly circulation of 850 copies, distributed 
for free in Ashwick, Oakhill and Binegar.

Tel: 01749 674077  Mob: 07974 259766
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www.gurneysladestores.co.uk

GURNEY SLADE STORES
Newsagents • General Stores
Off Licence • Post Office
Gurney Slade, Radstock, Somerset, BA3 4TQ  |  01749 840367

Proudly supporting the community for over 110 years
10% off first 3 online orders

✔ Fresh Milk On Tap
✔ Fresh Baked Bread
✔ Fresh Meat
✔ Fruit & Vegetables
✔ Off Licence
✔ Groceries
✔ Monthly Promotions
✔ Lottery (National Lottery Winning  
 Store, millionaire made here!)

✔ Newspaper & Milk Delivery  
 (Gurney Slade, Binegar  
 and Dalleston)
✔ Free local grocery deliveries 

Store Opening Hours:
Monday – Friday 05.30 – 20.00
Saturday  05.30 – 18.00
Sunday  07.00 – 13.00
Bank Holidays as Sunday Hours

Pay Bills and Top Up
✔ Pay Bills and Top up

Driving
✔ Vehicle Tax

Travel
✔ Foreign Currency - Euros Available

National Lottery
✔ Prize Payments
✔ Ticket Sales

Everyday Personal & Business Banking
✔ Cash Withdrawals
✔ Cash Deposits
✔ Cheque Deposits
✔ Post Office Card Account  
 Withdrawals

Mails
✔ Drop & Go
✔ Parcelforce Express Services
✔ Amazon Collection Point
✔ DPD Collection point* *Coming soon

Post Office Opening Hours:
Monday – Friday 07.00 – 17.30
Saturday  07.00 – 14.00
Sunday  07.00 – 12.00
Bank Holidays as Sunday Hours
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J C Upholstery
Quality re-upholstery

Free estimates
1 Dye Lane, Oakhill, Radstock, 

BA3 5AJ
Free Quotations
Tel: 01749 840930

Out of Hours: 01761 434174

Pauls auto services
Electrical & 
Mechanical 

Repairs
Servicing

Welding
Fabrication
Minor Body 

Work
MOTs Arranged

Tel: 01749 841047 Mob: 07970480967

Kevin Grubb
Carpenter and Joiner

Building and property maintenance 
kwgjoinery.co.uk

kevin.grubb87@gmail.com
Tel: 07821005519

Philippa Spearing Flowers
Weddings & Special Events 

Local, Seasonal Flowers 
where possible

01749 840202 / 07768 738850 
bpspearing@btinternet.com 

www.philippaspearing.vpweb.co.uk

www.cerisephotography.co.uk
Rebecca Waters

For more information please look 
at my website or contact me on:-
01749 841282 or 07968 294876
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	  Rob Maher
Painter & Decorator
City & Guilds Qualified
Extensive Experience – Interior & Exterior

For a FREE estimate call:-
Mobile: 07745 599522  •  Evenings: 01749 671853

LOCAL ELECTRICIAN
PHIL BRIDGES ELECTRICAL

Reliable local electrician for all domestic, commercial and 
industrial installations

Tel: 01749 840821 Mob: 07527 843550
Email: phil.bridgesElectrical@hotmail.co.uk
For future reference cut out and keep by phone

NIC EIC Approved Contractor

ACCUBOOKS
Your Local Bookkeeping Service

M : 07904975280                      E : f.phillips924@btinternet.com

VAT Returns

Bookkeeping

Payroll

Monthly/Quarterly Management

Sole Traders and Small Businesses

THE BEACON
Please address all articles/enquiries/

advertising requests to The Editorial Team: 
magazine@beacontrinity.church  

Tel: 01749 840526
June magazine deadline:

Tuesday, 10th May

Roots Nursery 
@ Oakhill Church School 

We have spaces available for children aged 2 years – 4 years old.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Contact us on 01749 840426 or email 

enquiries@oakhill.bwmat.org to book a 
tour. 

 

  ‘Roots Nursery at Oakhill School’ www.oakhillchurchschool.co.uk/nursery 
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E . EMERY & SONS
1 GLADSTONE VILLA , ASHWICK

Local Family - Independent Funeral Directors
Traditional & Non Traditional Funerals

Pre- Paid Funerals Can Be Arranged
Personal To Your Requirements

Home Visits    24 Hour Service    All Areas Covered 
Chapel Of Rest

Contact Jonathan and Jane on 01749 840350 
E-MAIL jbemery22@aol.com

A weekly class of: 

Tai Chi
for better health

We have now resumed in person  
in Ashwick & Oakhill Village Hall.  

Please e-mail jo.webb@mbzonline.net 
if interested in joining.

"Tai Chi is an easy exercise and the best  
exercise you can do to improve your  

health and wellbeing."
Jo Webb is a qualified  

Volunteer Tai Chi Instructor
Limited numbers – booking essential 

contact Jo on 01749 342035
A suggested donation of £4 is requested to cover costs

Mendip District Council fund a not-for-profit 
loan scheme for homeowners and landlords*.

We understand the expense of maintaining 
your home and we work with you to take the 
stress out of funding repairs, improvements 

or adaptations.

We see you as an individual, not a credit 
score. Our knowledgeable team of advisers 

will guide you through the process of 
applying for a home improvement loan.

For a no-obligation assessment 
or more information visit 

www.lendology.org.uk or call 01823 461099

Heatherton Park Studios, Bradford on Tone, Taunton, TA4 1EU

*subject to eligibility

mailto:jbemery22@aol.com
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Registered 
Osteopath

Trevenen Pascoe
BSc (Hons) Ost. Med. ND.

Structural and Cranial Osteopathy, 
Gentle effective treatment for the 

whole body.

42 High Street, 
Shepton Mallet, BA4 5AS

Tel: (01749) 342594

RED ROOM PRE-SCHOOL 
School House, High Street, 
 Chewton Mendip. BA3 4LL  

Ofsted EY313518,   Reg. Charity no. 1053784.   
 

Children aged 2-5 years 
Come and learn through play and having ‘fun’. 

At our Outstanding pre-school  
Open 7.45 am-4.00 pm every weekday during school term time.  
Funded places for 2 yr. olds and up to 30 hours for 3 yr. olds 

Contact Elaine Blackmore: 01761 240700  
  

 

 

www.masseywilcox.com
e-mail: enquiries@masseywilcox.com

Phone: 01761-232983
Fax: 01761-233184

Hellebore Gardens 
Garden Design, Maintenance and Advice 

Mendip and North Somerset 

Matthew Dunn 
Horticulturalist / RHS qualifications 
helleboregardens@gmail.com 
07878663290 

 

 

Holistic and Pregnancy 
Massage 

With 

Thea Willcocks 
Diploma MTI/APNT


thearaeuk@yahoo.co.uk

07515709067


Instagram @theawillcocks




Page 36

Osborne 
Tree Services 

All aspects of tree surgery

Tree Shaping, Pollarding, 
Felling, Hedge Trimming, 

Stump Removal,  
Garden Clearance 

• Fully insured • 
•NPTC qualified • 

• National Certificate 
in Arboriculture •

Jody Osborne  
Greystones, Prestleigh Road, 

Evercreech, Somerset BA4 6JY  
07896 813934  

osbornetreeservices@hotmail.co.uk

ALEX
BOWN

Hedgelaying

 Hedgelaying

 Coppicing

 Scrub 
 Clearing

Tel: 01749 840598
Mob: 07813 006 919

Combe Garden Maintenance
Tree surgery – felling, limbing & topping

Chipping & log splitting

Large or small lawns mowed

Fencing contracting – all types

Groundworks & drainage – 11/2 tonne digger & driver

Fully qualified & insured • 30 years experience

Call Rick for a free quote:

07795 428242
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Cornelius
Bespoke Metalwork

by Zak Bolton

Gates, Railings, Chandeliers, Traditional Weather Vanes,
Fireside Tools, etc. Hand crafted to your personal design

Come and make something in Iron, Copper or Brass,
have a go, learn and surprise yourself.

Phone:  Zak on 07796 634510

lodestoneproperty.co.uk

THE WELLS TEAM
MAKING HOMES HAPPEN

With over 200 years of property experience between 
us, our team have had plenty of practice opening new 

doors for clients. 

Through our dedicated sales team, sales progressor, 
local specialist viewing agents and an online global 

reach of over 100,000 a month, we are well placed to 
make your next home happen. 

Please call our Wells office if you would like further 
advice about the current market.

Rachel Badrick
Branch Manager

Lisa Cope
Sales Advisor

Rosa Clutterbuck
Lettings Manager

bruton@lodestoneproperty.co.uk
01749 605099

shaftesbury@lodestoneproperty.co.uk
01747 442577

wells@lodestoneproperty.co.uk
 01749 605088
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tteell::  SShheeiillaa  0077996622  111111775588
0011774499  884411447722

eemmaaiill::  llaayyllaalleesstteerr@@hhoottmmaaiill..ccoomm

MMoobbiillee  HHaaiirrddrreesssseerr
aanndd  QQuuaalliiffiieedd  TThheerraappiisstt

MMaanniiccuurree  &&  PPeeddiiccuurree
MMaassssaaggee

Reflexology
Waxing

Eyelash Tinting & Eyebrow Shaping

Wedding Hair and Event 
Make-Up

Chris Jackson
Traditional window cleaning
Fascias and gutters
BWCA Registered
DBS checked

07876 235490
cjwindows1@gmail.com

CJ Window Cleaning

tel: Sheila 07962 111758
01749 841472

email: sheilatokarski@gmail.com

Mobile Hairdresser
and

Qualified Therapist
Manicure & Pedicure
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WE’LL RECOMMEND A SOLUTION 
THAT SUITS YOU, NOT US
That means we listen to your needs, take on board your wants 
and, very importantly, take into account your budget. We can
then advise you on the best way to go; whether that be a 
complete bespoke garage, top of the range automated door, 
a basic up and over or simply a repair.

So with direct access to the top manufacturers, a huge stock 
of spare parts for all makes and our own teams of experienced 
engineers, you can be assured of the result you want.

Trading Standards Approved Trader

Call Debbie or Nicola on 01761 419999 
Showroom: Radstock Rd, Midsomer Norton, BA3 2AD
www.sdsgaragedoors.co.uk 

For details of our pre-fab buildings please 
visit: www.sdsconcretegarages.co.uk

GARAGE DOOR & PRE-FABRICATED 
BUILDING SPECIALISTS

 

 The Most Thorough Cleaning 
You’ve Ever Seen Or Its Free!! 

 Carpets Advanced Low Moisture System. 
Superb results and dry in as little as 30mins! 
Your neighbours will think you’ve got new. 
 

Upholstery Fabric and leather upholstery 
can look like new and smell fresh again. 
 
 

Oriental & Area Rugs Off site cleaning 
facility for superior results. Free Collection & 
Delivery. 
Hard Flooring Restorative  
cleaning, sealing and re-polishing 
of Natural Stone, Ceramic &  
Porcelain Tiles & Grout, Wood,  
Vinyl etc. Re-polishing of  
limestone, travertine and marble. 
Floors, worktops, vanity units,  
showers and bathrooms.     
 

What We Give Others Can’t 
 
 

* Value For Money – You get what you 
pay for. We may not be cheapest, (we won’t 
use the tricks necessary to be so!) 

*  Accurate Appointment Times  
    No more waiting around!  10 or more mins 

late, we ring ahead. 
 

* 100% Money Back Guarantee We 
are not perfect! If a spot re-appears or you’re 
unhappy, we’ll return and re-clean free. If 
you are still unhappy, your payment will not 
be accepted. 

 

Free, Friendly Advice  
TLC (Bath) Ltd, Unit 33,  
Old Mills, Paulton BS39 7SU 
www.tlcbath.co.uk 
 

 
01761 
235600 
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Hartley’s
The café bistro on the Mendips

Enter Hartley’s and you are in the ‘kitchen’ 
The delicious look and smell of beautiful food

Open from 9am for breakfast through brunch

An ever changing seasonal ‘lunch’ menu 
delights all - Served with passion from 12 noon 
Wednesday - Sunday
www.hartleyskitchen.com check it out!

The perfect fully licensed venue  
for Sunday Breakfast  
and Lunch

Now re-designed  
just for you…

	  

DEVELOPERS

Carpentry & Building
Phone: 01749 841022

Free Quotations

Woodwork
Shop
Facilities

Solving all domestic  
& commercial pest issues

Rats, Mice, Squirrels
Ants, Bed Bugs, Bird Proofing,  

Cockroaches, Flies, Fleas, Wasps & more...

Call or message us for a free quote!
07917 638450
Find us on Facebook  

@PestSolutionsSouthWest

Expert pest solutions  
for over 10 years.  

Hartley’s Kitchen, Rookery Farm, Binegar, BA34UX

Telephone: 01749 841718   
e-mail: info@hartleyskitchen.com
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Hellebore Gardens
Garden Design, Maintenance 
and Advice

Mendip and North Somerset

Matthew Dunn
Horticulturalist / 
RHS qualifications 
helleboregardens@gmail.com 
07878663290

A P R Smith & H G Wareham is an appointed representative of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited. 
And an introducer to NFU Mutual Select Investments Limited, a member of the NFU Mutual group of companies.

*Accidental damage covered for an additional premium. Limits and exclusions apply.

9 OUT OF 10 
CUSTOMERS RENEW 
WITH US EACH YEAR
Our home insurance replaces contents new for old 
if damaged beyond repair* – just one of the many 
reassuring features we include as standard.

To find out more, talk to us today about your 
home insurance needs. 

Call your local Bath agency on:  
01761 239382

Need Car, Van or 4x4 Tyres?  
Why not try:

We pride ourselves on being agri  
specialists but we are here for everyone  

not just farmers. 
Numerous sizes in stock.  

All major brands available.
Free collection service for resident's  

of Beacon Parish. 
10% OAP discount. 

Tel: 07968 324829 or 
Email: admin@tuckstyres.co.uk

Need Car, Van or 4x4 Tyres? 
Why not try: 

We pride ourselves on being agri specialists but 
we are here for everyone not just farmers. 

Numerous sizes in stock. All major brands 
available. 

Free collection service for resident's of 
Beacon Parish. 

10% OAP discount. 

Tel: 07968324829 or 
Email: admin@tuckstyres.co.uk 
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Financial advice of true family value

Tel: 01761 202035
Email: zac.cambourne@sjpp.co.uk
www.zaccambourne.co.uk

Zac Cambourne

I provide a comprehensive wealth management 
service, offering specialist face-to-face advice 
tailored to you. My services include:

• Investment Planning   • Inheritance Tax Planning
• Retirement Planning   • Intergenerational Planning

For further details please contact:

H2SJP28802 05/18

This month it’s all about getting
our feet ready for the summer

shoes  

Cosmetic Pedicure £40 
Cuticle work, nail shape, Hard skin, Cracked
Heels. Callus remove, soaked, exfoliation &

cream   

Quote oakhill to receive 20% off only valid with appointments
booked before 21st June  

Gel toes  £25  
Full cuticle work and colour 
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Magazine enquiries/contributions to the Editor
c/o 9 The Acorns, Little London, Oakhill, BA3 5BT

email: magazine@beacontrinity.church Tel: 01749 840526
Deadline for June edition: Tuesday, 10th May

Hon Editorial Team
magazine@beacontrinity.church

Pam and Peter Dennis with Lee Linford

Hon Magazine Treasurer - Peter Dennis
9 The Acorns Little London, Oakhill, BA3 5BT 

Tel: 840526

Sponsored by Ashwick Parish Council and Binegar & Gurney Slade 
Parish Council, Massey Wilcox, Morris & Perry,  

LKAB Minerals

 

 

CONTACTS 
Ministers 
Priest in charge - Rev’d Richard Priestley 
01749 840239 / vicar@beacontrinity.church 
The Rectory, Fosse Rd. Oakhill BA3 5HU 
 
Pioneer Community Priest - Rev’d Mandy Priestley 
01749 840239 
 
Reader/Minister - Mrs. Kirsteen Heselton 
01749 840550 / meadowfield6@hotmail.co.uk 
 
Curate - Rev’d Rich Miles - curate@beacontrinity.church 
… 
 
Safeguarding Officer 
Branden Heselton : 01749 840550 / branden.7@hotmail.co.uk 
 
Parish Church contacts 
 
Binegar  Patsy Scadding 841163 / patsy411@icloud.com 
 
Ashwick Caroline Stevens 840170 / warrenfarm@talktalk.net 
 
Oakhill  Robin Perry 841379 / rperryoil@aol.com 
 
Treasurer 
Philip Belben 840626 / philip@axeside.co.uk 
The Chapel, Maitland Close, Nettlebridge BA3 5AA 

St. James, Ashwick 
Holy Trinity, Binegar 
All Saints, Oakhill 

A beacon of welcome, acceptance and hope 
centred on Jesus. 
A beacon of welcome, acceptance and hope centred on Jesus.

CONTACTS

Ministers: 
 Richard Priestley: vicar@beacontrinity.church / 01749 840239 
 Mandy Priestley

Safeguarding Officer: 
 Liz Wombwell safeguarding@beacontrinity.church

Parish Church Wardens:
Ashwick  Rachael Norris: 07787 131074 
 Caroline Stevens: 01749 840170

Binegar  Patsy Scadding: 01749 841163 
 David Stone: 01749 840300

Oakhill  Vacancy

Parish Treasurer: 
  treasurer@beacontrinity.church

Parish Secretary: 
 Diana Marshall: secretary@beacontrinity.church

Magazine Editorial Team: 
  magazine@beacontrinity.church 

This publication has been designed using resources from Freepik.com, Pixabay.com and Wikimedia.  
Blossom illustrations (p2, 4, 10, 13, 20, 21, 44) created by macrovector - www.freepik.com; 

Coronation photograph (p19) – Cecil Beaton, Public domain, via Wikimedia Commons; 
roses in garden illustration (p29) designed by Freepik;  

ying yang illustration (p34) from Pixabay.com.


