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Ashwick, Oakhill & Binegar News

The Beacon



facebook.com/beacontrinity instagram.com/beacontrinity
Follow us on Instagram!

Please visit www.beacontrinity.church or:

Would you like to support the  
churches in our parish? 
Please scan the QR code and  
make a donation online. 
Thank you.

Church Services – January 2023
Sunday, 1st January 10am  Communion St. James, Ashwick

Sunday, 8th January 10am Communion All Saints, Oakhill

Sunday, 15th January 10am Communion St. James, Ashwick

Sunday, 22nd January 10am  Communion Holy Trinity, Binegar

Sunday, 29th January 10am Breakfast@  All Saints, Oakhill

  Bacon rolls, muffins, good coffee or tea. 
  A café style of church with space to reflect 
  and pray. For all ages. 
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from the Hill
A FinalView

Happy New Year! What’s 
new for you in 2023? 
In summer 2013, I arrived in the 
Mendips to lead the church 
parishes of Ashwick, Oakhill and Binegar. When interviewed I was given a copy of the 
parish magazine which gave me a flavour of the community and church. At the time John 
Rayment was the editor, and he asked me for an article each month. John had a computer 
on his desk and used MS Publisher to put together the magazine. People then paid 35p for 
a copy to be delivered.
After a couple of years, I suggested we could increase circulation and deliver free to every 
house if we had a little more sponsorship. The suggestion was taken up by Peter and Pam 
Dennis and we recruited a larger team of people to deliver everywhere. It was a challenge 
and we didn’t always manage to get them to some of the remoter areas of the parish.
In 2016 we changed the name of the group of parishes (Benefice) from AOB to Beacon 
Trinity. The new Editorial Team then looked to update the magazine with a colour front 
cover and in 2018 switched to a cheaper online print service and were able to print the 
whole thing in colour, which meant more interesting pictures. The Beacon Photography 
group had been set up and this also gave a place for them to share some of their work.
When John Raiment, and subsequently Henry Hoddinott, stepped down as editors, Peter 
and Pam took over and a number of people have voluntarily assisted them over the years -  
Peter Greenlees, Will Wilmott and, latterly, Lee Linford. However, costs have increased 
greatly, finding people to deliver has become hard as people have retired from the role. 
Recently, Graham Crane, who was the local postie in Oakhill/Ashwick, has been sorting 
over 850 copies each month and dropping them off to every deliverer (approximately 
thirty individuals), which is a mammoth task. 
As a result of these difficulties, we have reluctantly decided that this January 2023 
edition will be the last. I am extremely thankful to all those who have contributed over the 
years, some mentioned above, but there are many more. I have often had positive comments 
especially, after we went full colour, and know that for some it will be missed. Sharing 
what goes on the community is important and we must think of different ways to do this. 
If you think there is a need for a community magazine of this nature and want to get a 
team together to produce one, we will share our experience and contact our contributors 
and advertisers to see if they want to be a part. For now, I thank God for the blessing of so 
many over the years and I thank you for reading it.
I have tried not to preach through what I have written and do not wish to now. However, I 
do want to say that I believe you are very special, made in the image of the creator God. 
You are an important part of this community and are important to God. If you don’t feel 
loved or valued and need to talk then please get in touch.  
There are tough times ahead so let us be a community that cares  
for each other. May God bless you today and in the year ahead.
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Community corner
The Beacon magazine
It is with very great regret that this issue 
for January 2023 will be the last one.  
For the past year we have been hit by a 50% 
increase in printing costs as well as the 
increasing costs of consumables.  We also 
struggle to find enough volunteers to cover 
the whole production/delivery processes. 
We have enjoyed keeping you informed  
and hope that, for some of you at least,  
The Beacon has been of interest, as well as 
useful.  We are particularly grateful for the 
help and expertise we have received from 
Lee Linford as well as the invaluable 
support of our current distributor, Graham 
Crane, and all the individual deliverers in 
our villages, both past and present. Thank 
you too to all our advertisers, sponsors and 
contributors – without you we would not 
have been able to produce a community 
magazine to be proud of!
Best wishes for a Happy, Healthy and 
Prosperous New Year.
Pam and Peter

Dorothy House Christmas Sale
A big thank you to everyone who supported 
the sale in November.  We raised a 
wonderful £430.09. I am also very grateful 
to all the helpers, stall holders and 
suppliers of refreshments.
Pauline West

 
FLOWERS ARRANGERS WANTED
Would you like to add to the beauty of our 
lovely church at Holy Trinity, Binegar, by 
being a member of a group of enthusiastic 
flower arrangers?  If so, please contact Sue 
Stone on 840300.

Local clubs
Oakhill and Ashwick Local History Group: 
The History Group is experiencing a crisis: 
numbers have declined since Covid (not yet 
unsustainable); financial reserves are OK for 
the moment (though decreasing).  What we 
do not have are people willing to join the 
Committee and help with running the Group.  
Unless we can sort that out we will have to 
disband.  Consequently, we will cancel the 
Speaker for the February meeting and run 
the AGM instead to discuss the situation 
and see if there is any way to save it.   
We will email members in advance; this is a 
heads-up particularly to anyone not on our 
member list interested in saving the Group.  
We are really sorry to have to do this but 
must address reality – there is still a chance 
for us to survive if we act now.  Meanwhile 
huge thanks to everyone who has helped 
with the Group in any way.  If you can help or 
want further info, please contact: 
lhg.oakash@btinternet.com  
or 01749 840200.

East Mendip Gardening Club:  
On Tuesday 23 January the East Mendip 
Gardening Club will meet in Oakhill Village 
Hall at 7.30p.m. for their first meeting of 
2023 when Julie Haylock will talk about 
Container gardening with a demonstration 
and raffle of the planted containers. New 
members are always welcome. Further 
details from our Chair Mark Manley: 
markamanley81@googlemail.com or see 
https://www.ashwickparish.org/clubs-and-
societies/east-mendip-gardening-club/ 

Oakhill Short Mat Bowls Club:  
Meets in Ashwick & Oakhill Village Hall on 
Tuesdays from 2 - 4 pm.  Details from Kate 
Baker 01749 343589.
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Ashwick stained-glass window
It was lovely to see the Ashwick stained-
glass window on the front of the December 
magazine.  I wonder if many people know 
that it is in memory of Olive Padfield who 
sang in Ashwick Choir for many years and 
who loved and looked after a variety of 
animals with gentleness and care.
Jill Townend

This month's cover...
This month’s cover photograph  
of the Northern Lights is by  
Rene Rauschenberger from Pixabay.

From Roemead Farm. 
Written by 
Gerald Esain.

Weather Report: 
November 2022 November for most 

of the month was very 
mild, with temperatures 

above average. Highest reading was 
16.5°C on the 13th.  Lowest 1.7°C on the 19th.

Rainfall for the month was above average, 
159.5mm, the highest recorded month’s rainfall at 

this site for 2 years.

Ashwick & Oakhill Village Hall – Community Café and Christmas Market
The photos below were taken at the Grand Opening of the Community Café and the 
Christmas Market, at Ashwick & Oakhill Village Hall. Read all about it on page 10.
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Are you looking out for Jesus?
In January, our churches enter the season of Epiphany which my dictionary defines as ‘a 
moment of sudden and great revelation or realization.’ I wonder what your epiphanies 
have been? When have you seen things for the first time? Experienced the penny 
dropping? Understood things in a new way? 

In our churches, the readings for the Sundays of January are all about moments that 
revealed who Jesus is. The arrival of the wise men showed that Jesus is for everyone, not 
just the people of Israel. Jesus’s baptism revealed his relationship with his Father and the 
Holy Spirit. The production at Cana of enough top-quality red plonk to take several baths 
in made clear the abundance of God’s love for us. The end of the Epiphany season, the 
feast of Candlemas (actually 2nd February), marks the moment when Jesus was seen as 
‘God’s salvation for all peoples’ (Luke 2: 31). 

The challenge with epiphanies is whether we’re looking out for them. If our eyes are wide 
shut, we don’t see an awful lot. Sometimes we need to stand in a different place to spot 
things we haven’t perceived before. So, the question I’d like to ask you as our new year 
begins is ‘Where and when are you looking out for the Jesus who has been revealed to us?’ 

A practical step you might take to help you on your way is to sign up to be part of the 
‘Everyday Faith’ events that will be happening around our diocese from 29th January until 
4th February. The aim of these events is to help us look at our faith afresh and see things 
anew from some different perspectives. 

I’m going to be taking part in the Everyday Faith events and they’re going to be great. As 
we enter a new year, why not come and join me? After all, an invitation to an epiphany 
isn’t something that comes your way every day!

A very Happy New Year to you all,

Bishop Michael

January Message
Rt Revd Michael Beasley,  
Bishop of Bath and Wells
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Everywhere at Oakhill is starting to look very Christmassy.  We are 
grateful to Ryan from The Christmas Tree farm in Dean for our 

beautiful tree in the hall. The children have been making decorations ready for the 
Christmas Tree Festival in Shepton Mallet Baptist Church as well as learning the songs for 
plays and carol services.

All our children have been extremely busy, with Chestnut class winning first prize for the 
largest wall hanging decoration at The Bishop's Palace in Wells.  Our year 5 pupils have 
attended a Primary School Dance Show and our Year 6 pupils have attended a Language 
Day at Downside School.  We are now looking forward to a Movie Night provided by our 
PTA, our Christmas Fair and a visit from a Panto on the last day of term.

We hope everybody had a Merry Christmas and wish you all a Happy New Year -  from all 
at Oakhill School.

Dee Bulmer

Oakhill Church School 
& Nursery

Roots Nursery 
@ Oakhill Church School 

We have spaces available for children aged 2 years – 4 years old.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Contact us on 01749 840426 or email 

enquiries@oakhill.bwmat.org to book a 
tour. 

 

  ‘Roots Nursery at Oakhill School’ www.oakhillchurchschool.co.uk/nursery 

Gurney Slade  
and Binegar Memorial Hall

2023
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What a journey we have had with our 86 Tales that, sadly, must end. 

We discovered an ancient land, 5-6,000 years ago when people settled these hills. 
Our Celtic ancestors built sacred sites nearby. Those burial mounds still survive. The 
Romans mined our hills, leaving evidence of their lives at Dalleston and a Roman 
road through the village.

We followed fighting Saxons. In AD705, King Ine brought us Christ and a church at 
Wells. In AD845, King Æthelwulf sent his son, Alfred the Great, to meet Pope Leo 
in Rome. We also met Eanwulf, Ealdorman of Somerset, who fought the Vikings and 
was granted Beagenhangran, taking its earliest mention back to AD855. If the word 
is Brittonic, it probably means “Hill of Love.” Nice, eh?

200 years later, on the eve of the Norman invasion, King Edward the Confessor 
granted the manors of Binegar and Whitchurch to Giso, Bishop of Wells and so 
began our parish and its modern history.

What is striking about that history is what hard times people endured. Our forebears 
suffered plague, depopulation, starvation, discontent, violence and revolt. Henry 
VIII tested their faith. The Great and Greedy grabbed their commons, enclosing land 
and getting rich on wool.

Despite this, great men graced our Prebend of Whitchurch like the lawyer, de 
Bracton. Now carved on Harvard University’s Library is his principle “Not under 
man but under God and law.”  de Bracton lived here from 1250, holding court in 
Ashwick and Binegar. Remember the powerful de Gournays too, who gave their 
name to Gurney Slade. 

Among us were priests, who tended their flocks diligently, albeit with “help” from 
prodding Archdeacons. Along the way, we found a forgotten rector, Thomas Waryn 
who, forced by Sir Thomas Hungerford, quit his claim to land around Farleigh Castle 
in 1377.

Through history like a stream from 1348 ran Binegar Fair. A rowdy horse fair, big 
enough to be in Far from the Madding Crowd. It attracted rich and poor for courtship 
and fun but there was theft, brawling, drunkenness, gambling, violence and 
licentious behaviour – a heady mix and sore temptation for any youth.

Hope you enjoyed our trip. For more, ask binegarrichard@gmail.com.

Tales of old

Richard Higgins
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In recent years for one reason or another, I’ve been inclined to make the statement that it 
ain’t much fun getting old!

Having said this, the pigeons, so to speak, came home to roost one day last year, when we 
contacted the local insurance agent that I’ve used since my motorcycling days, to renew the 
insurance on our car. His reply was that, although they could insure it for Molly’s use, I was 
now too old to be accepted by the various insurance companies. As I said it ain’t much fun. 
They’ve been taking our money all these years, but apparently that don’t count.

Then again, I later heard that if  I was prepared to take and pass a driving test I would once 
again be able to be insured. Not being, so to speak, the brightest kid on the block, I decided 
to give that one a miss. 

So, we decided that as long as Molly is able or allowed to drive (she’s younger than me) I 
would be, if  somewhat reluctantly a front seat passenger! Of  course, I’ve still got a driving 
licence - would that I wondered allow me to use one of  those little electric buggies or 
perhaps an electric scooter that are being used to save the planet these days? On the other 
hand, being too old for insurance, it would probably be unwise to take a chance of  using 
them in Binegar Lane with the speed of  those Bath to Wells and Wells to Bath great 
double-decker buses that thunder up and down the road! 

I suppose I could use my bus pass if  I could find it. There is, of  course, a bus stop just down 
the road, but their timing seems to be somewhat erratic. Then again it ain’t much help to 
wait for a bus to get to see the doctor or nurse at Oakhill surgery.

It may not be much fun, but at least I’m allowed to drive the car out and into the garage 
and put the fuel in when we get to the pumps and of  course offer a bit of  unwelcome 
advice from the front passenger’s seat for the year ahead.

So having rambled this far, as an old man finding that it ain’t much fun getting old.

I wish you a  Happy New Year!.  

Grenville’s Ramblin’s...

Grenville Reakes
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A massive thank you to everyone who came to support the Village Hall for the 
Christmas Market and Community Café grand opening. The event raised an 
incredible £1,323. Congratulations to all the Raffle Prize winners, especially Di 
Marshall for winning the First Prize Hamper!
It was lovely to see so many people at the Café launch event and to hear your 
comments about the space. Special thanks to author Cath Weeks for cutting the 
ribbon to officially open the Café, and to the volunteer team who worked so hard to 
help it succeed – fundraising, promoting, 
helping on the day, baking or setting/clearing 
up. We really appreciate it.
Community Café Opening Times – January
Now we are officially open, we can let you  
know the next times you can visit us: 
Saturday 7 January 9.00am – midday
Wednesday 11 January 10.00am - midday (*warm spaces)
Saturday 14 January 9.00am - midday
Saturday 21 January 9.00am – midday
Wednesday 25 January 10.00am - midday (*warm spaces)
Saturday 28 January 9.00am - midday
You will see we are starting slowly, but over time we aim to have more regular and 
frequent opening times. Please come and support us and treat yourself to a delicious 
coffee and a slice of cake!
Future opening hours will be advertised in advance on Facebook, and on Village 
Notice Boards so do look out for those.
*warm spaces opening times are fully funded by the Warm Spaces Grant – free tea, 
coffee and biscuits available – come and meet friends in a warm and friendly place. 
Chat, relax, work, read or just get out of the cold for a few hours. 
Volunteers Needed!
Thank you to everyone who signed up to volunteer at the Café during the launch 
event. We really appreciate your support – with such a fantastic, and willing group of 
helpers we are certain this can be a success.
If you are yet to sign up and have some time available to help, please do contact us. 
We will need a team with a variety of skills to make this work – so whether it’s baking, 
serving coffee, washing up, or helping on the admin/back-office side of the café - we 
would love to hear from you. It’s a great way to meet lots of new people and give a 
little back to the Village Community.
You can email us on aandovillagehall@gmail.com, contact us via Facebook,  
or telephone Kim on 07974 311 465.

News from the  
Ashwick & Oakhill 
Village Hall Committee
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For over 50 years Bryan Wells has served his community as a Parish Councillor.  
He is deserving of our gratitude. During those years he served as Chair of the Parish 
Council, contributed to planning decisions, took a keen interest in Highways, and was, of 
course, instrumental in the building of the Village Hall. 50 years of giving! 

In 2018 Bryan was selected to attend a royal garden party at Buckingham Palace as a 
representative from Somerset - definitely an event to remember! Bryan has now retired 
as a councillor. Thank you, Bryan.

The parish council is looking to update the Parish Plan and in time will form a steering 
group. If anyone is interested in joining, please contact the Parish Clerk!

It was sad indeed to hear that this edition of The Beacon will be the last! Through the 
years the magazine has provided the community with valuable news items, been a 
record of village events in the form of news reports and photographs and has promoted 
up coming events. The magazine has provided the community with excellent channels 
of communication for local groups and has always been the ‘go-to’ for trade contacts. 
This has been achieved over the years through many editorial teams, the most recent of 
which has been Peter and Pam Dennis together with Lee Linford. Their creative minds 
ensured The Beacon continued but now, sadly, printing and consumable costs have 
risen considerably and the lack of willing volunteers to help has led to the decision to 
end its illustrious history.

YOUR COMMUNITY NEEDS YOU!
Were you there! Congratulations to the Village Hall on the official opening of the 
Community Cafe and the successful Christmas Market. Events like this can only be 
achieved through the hard work of the committee and willing volunteers who give  
their time.

There are numerous clubs/associations in the village that are dependent on support 
from parishioners. These clubs provide leisure activities, opportunities to meet other 
parishioners and chat. All very worthwhile. However, numbers are proving difficult to 
maintain and some are on the brink.

Please give some thought to playing your part in village life. The Parish Council is 
certainly down on members and may find it difficult to form a quorum. Other groups 
in the village such as the Village Hall, the Oakhill and Ashwick Local History Group, the 
East Mendip Gardening Club and Oakhill Short Mat Bowls Club all need members or 
volunteers to help them thrive!

Ashwick Parish Update 
December 2022 – David Barlow & Kate Egan 
(clerk@ashwickparish.org)
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January Garden
EAST MENDIP GARDENING CLUB – JANE EVANS

A new gardening year with the 
opportunity to do all those things you 
intended to do in 2022 but didn’t quite 
manage! So, no staying in the warm but 
get out there on the first dry day and 
work up an appetite for everything you 
will grow in 2023.

Cut the side branches off your 
Christmas tree and use to cover tender 
plants in the garden. This will keep the 
worst of the frost off and yet allow the 
plant to breathe.

If you didn’t sow in autumn, sweet peas 
can be sown now for the earliest blooms.

There is still time to take root cuttings of 
Phlox, Verbascum and Oriental Poppies.

Hardwood cuttings of Forsythia, 
Escallonia, Ribes, Cornus and Salix too.

Check tree ties and stakes. Adjust those 
that are too tight and tighten those that 
are not! Make sure the top tie is near to 
the top of the stake so that it prevents the 
tree rubbing. Make certain the stake is still 
sound and that it isn’t the tree holding the 
stake up!

Hardy plants to brighten your garden in 
January – Hellebores, Cyclamen Coum, 
Camellias, Viburnum Tinus Eve Price, 
Mahonias, Snowdrops, Lonicera Winter 
Beauty, Algerian Iris, Chimonanthus 
[Winter Sweet], Witch Hazels, Winter 
Heathers, Christmas Box.

Buy pots of snowdrops that are now 
coming into flower. They establish much 

easier when transplanted in active 
growth. Winter Aconites too.

Established bulb shoots will be showing 
above ground now and are very tough 
so will not need protecting. Daffodils in 
pots outside will suffer if the pot is not 
protected from wind driven frosts so 
move to more shelter.

Plant shallots. They prefer soil that 
hasn’t been used to grow onions, leeks 
or shallots for several years and a well-
manured plot. Delay planting onion sets 
until warmer.

Cover a piece of cultivated veg patch 
to trap the weak winter sun’s warmth so 
that early sowings of carrots, parsnips, 
peas and other vegetables can be 
made. Use clear polythene and lay flat 
on the soil but weight down the edges 
to stop it blowing away.

Cover established rhubarb crowns with 
manure and a rhubarb forcing pot (or 
old chimney) to produce early, tender 
young stems..

Get growing this year’s veg, sow turnips, 
lettuce, stump rooted carrots, early 
cabbage, cauliflower and spinach in 
trays on the windowsill. These could be 
planted out in February.

Move potted strawberries inside to 
begin forcing them for really early crops. 
They should have experienced enough 
cold outside to break dormancy by now.

Clean and disinfect plant trays and pots 
to prevent carry over of disease from 
one year to the next. Bamboo canes 
can harbour pests inside their hollow 
centres (especially red spider mites) so 
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treat these or bin them and buy new.

Buy seed potatoes and set up to shoot 
[‘chitting’]. Early varieties like ‘Rocket’ 
will benefit but later varieties will yield 
better too if encouraged into growth 
before planting out.

Regularly remove dead and dying leaves 
and flowers from plants in the greenhouse. 
If you leave them, you may have problems 
with grey mould. Regular ventilation on 
warm days will help to avoid this. 

Sow Begonia, Lobelia, Salvia and 
Pelargonium in a heated greenhouse or 
propagator.

Plant shrubs and trees that will 
provide food and shelter for wildlife in 
winter. Rowan, Cotoneaster, Berberis, 
Amelanchier, Crataegus, Buddleja, Crab 
apples, Pyracantha, Ivy and Holly are 
good examples.

Make sure that there is always fresh 
water available.

Supply a range of bird food to cater for 
all types of birds; mixed seed on tables, 
meal worms for robins, fat balls for the 
tit family, peanuts for finches, fruit and 
cheese for thrushes and blackbirds. 
Regularly clean feeders and tables with 
a bird-safe disinfectant.

Make a log or rock pile in a quiet corner 
to act as a wildlife refuge.

Remove any fallen leaves from ponds. 
Stop the whole surface of ponds 
freezing over by floating a ball on the 
surface ~ never smash the ice if there 
are fish in the water!

 

If your living room is looking bare now 
that you have removed the Christmas 
tree and taken down the decorations, 
why not liven up the room with a 
houseplant?

Mist over the tops of houseplants 
regularly especially if they are in a room 
with central heating. Water carefully; it 
is better to let plants dry out between 
waterings and then give a thorough 
soak than a small amount regularly. 
Clean houseplant leaves with leaf shine. 
Dusty leaves will struggle in low light 
and polished ones look so much better!

Feed indoor plants monthly; but make 
sure the root ball is wet first, if not water 
first!

Central heating can dry out houseplants, 
so stand the pots in groups on a tray of 
damp pebbles. This will create a humid 
atmosphere around the plants but do 
avoid overwatering and position them 
where they can make the most of the 
winter daylight.

Keep deadheading Cyclamen, African 
Violets, Christmas Cacti and Azaleas to 
encourage more flowers.

Don’t forget to keep Cyclamen and 
Azaleas cool for prolonged flowering.

When the days and nights are very cold, 
move plants away from cold windowsills.

And when you have done all that put 
your feet up and browse all the seed 
and plant catalogues to plan your best 
garden ever.

Taken from Cleeve Nursery’s Monthly Tips: 
https://cleevenursery.co.uk/monthly-gardening-tips/
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Ashwick & Oakhill Village Hall

The Village Hall on Zion Hill is a great local 
venue for parties, wedding and christening 
celebrations, clubs, societies, meetings and 
fundraisers. Recently refurbished and 
redecorated, the main hall has a capacity of 
125 (70 seated). Hire includes use of a fully-
fitted kitchen, tables and chairs, and hall 
piano.

Community Café New! Coming soon!

Other Facilities for hire include a football 
pitch & various sound/lighting  equipment.

Amenities include large car park, 
recreational field, toddler playground, BMX 
track, Truespeed Ultra wifi and a projector 
screen in the hall.

Availability and Booking Information:
www.ashwickparish.org (Amenities > Village Hall)

or Email: aandovillagehall@gmail.com
or Phone: 01749 841 688

P

 Ashwick Church Rooms
The Church Rooms at Ashwick are available for hire and are the perfect 
venue for smaller functions - from children’s parties to intimate country 
weddings.  The Rooms have a large well-equipped kitchen, full disabled 
and baby changing facilities and is centrally heated throughout.  To view 
the Rooms, or for details of our competitive hire charges, please contact:  

Caroline Stevens Tel: 01749 840170 
e-mail: caroline.stevens@beacontrinity.church

Binegar & Gurney Slade Memorial Hall
A large bright hall and separate meeting room available for hire.

Suitable for a variety of events including:
Children’s parties, family gatherings, fundraising events and meetings.

Well equipped with a modern kitchen.
For further information call   

01749 840764 • 07528 169533

NOW
TAKING

BOOKINGS
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Hartley’s
The café bistro on the Mendips

Enter Hartley’s and you are in the ‘kitchen’ 
The delicious look and smell of beautiful food

Open from 9am for breakfast through brunch

An ever changing seasonal ‘lunch’ menu 
delights all - Served with passion from 12 noon 
Wednesday - Sunday
hartleyscafebistro.co.uk check it out!

The perfect fully licensed venue  
for Sunday Breakfast  
and Lunch

Now re-designed  
just for you…

Hartley’s Kitchen, Rookery Farm, Binegar, BA34UX

Telephone: 01749 841718   
e-mail: info@hartleyskitchen.com

Weekly classes will then run at the same time during term times 
in blocks of 5-7 weeks, payable in advance

NEW FOR 2023! 

DANCE CLASS FOR ADULTS

TRIAL CLASS 
THURSDAY 12th JANUARY 

10 - 11am, £7 
GURNEY SLADE & BINEGAR MEMORIAL HALL 

BOOK YOUR PLACE NOW AS SPACES LIMITED

A fun, friendly and relaxed dance class for adults who enjoy all styles of 
dance and want to stay fit and healthy 

No high impact jumps or work down on the floor but still expect a good 
stretch and work out.  Improve co-ordination and memory with routines in a 
wide variety of dance styles including jazz, modern, ballet, contemporary, 
salsa, disco and so much more 

Suitable for men and women, all ages and dance abilities, although no 
dance experience necessary - just a willingness to try something new!

Contact Lena to register for the trial session or find out more info 

lenadeedance@gmail.com 
www.lenadeedance.com

The Beacon Photography Group  
meets online, every Wednesday 

evening at 7.30pm. 

We welcome new members. 
Contact Jon Durrant on 01761 232520  

to find out more. 

The Beacon 
Photography Group

© Jon Durrant
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Unique Handmade Mantel Clocks 
Buy Online at peterbowenart.co.uk

Made in East Horrington Somerset

Handmade Ceramics make Great Gifts
Buy online at www.peterbowenart.co.uk
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D C GIBSON DECORATING
Danny Gibson

Three decades of experience.
Covering all your internal and external  

decorating needs.
A quality, affordable finish.  

Fully insured, qualified tradesman.  
All work guaranteed.

07507 777920
info@dcgdecorating.rocks

www.dcgdecorating.rocks

The Oakhill Inn, Fosse Road, Radstock, BA3 5HU
01749 840442 •  info@theoakhill.com
www.theoakhillinn.com

Opening times:
Mon-Fri: 12.00-3.00 & 5.00-10.00  Food: 12.00-2.00 & 6.00-9.00
Sat: 12.00-11.00  Food: 12.00-3.00 & 5.00-9.00
Sun: 12.00-10.00  Food: 12.00-3.00 & 5.00-8.00

Award-winning food cooked using local, seasonal ingredients
Delicious Sunday roasts • Stonebaked sourdough pizzas

Local guest ales & Oakhill Inn house ale
Excellent wine list • 20+ wines by the glass

Sunny courtyard garden • log fires in Autumn/Winter
5 En suite bedrooms • Large dining room for private events
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www.gurneysladestores.co.uk

GURNEY SLADE STORES
Newsagents • General Stores
Off Licence • Post Office
Gurney Slade, Radstock, Somerset, BA3 4TQ  |  01749 840367

Proudly supporting the community for over 110 years

✔ Fresh Milk On Tap
✔ Fresh Baked Bread
✔ Fresh Meat
✔ Fruit & Vegetables
✔ Off Licence
✔ Groceries
✔ Monthly Promotions

✔ Lottery (National Lottery Winning  
 Store, millionaire made here!)
✔ Free local grocery deliveries 

Store Opening Hours:
Monday – Friday 05.30 – 20.00
Saturday  05.30 – 18.00
Sunday  07.00 – 13.00
Bank Holidays as Sunday Hours

Pay Bills and Top Up
✔ Pay Bills and Top up

Driving
✔ Vehicle Tax

Travel
✔ Foreign Currency - Euros Available

National Lottery
✔ Prize Payments
✔ Ticket Sales

Everyday Personal & Business Banking
✔ Cash Withdrawals
✔ Cash Deposits
✔ Cheque Deposits
✔ Post Office Card Account  
 Withdrawals

Mails
✔ Drop & Go
✔ Parcelforce Express Services
✔ Amazon Collection Point
✔ DPD Collection point* *Coming soon

Post Office Opening Hours:
Monday – Friday 07.00 – 17.30
Saturday  07.00 – 14.00
Sunday  07.00 – 12.00
Bank Holidays as Sunday Hours
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Contact our funeral directors, in Oakhill, Somerset,  
to discover more about our wide-ranging services.

Radstock
Highfield House,
Bath Road,
Oakhill, Radstock,
Somerset, BA3 5AF

 01749 840499
 Midsomer Norton 01761 418921
 Shepton Mallet 01749 346567
 n_maggs@hotmail.co.uk
 njmaggsfuneralservices.co.uk
 Open 24/7

Shepton Mallet
18A Commercial Road
Shepton Mallet, BA4 5DJ

Call Us to Speak  
to a Funeral Director

 01749 840499

CARVED
STONE

LETTERS
- keeping tradition alive - 

ANDREW JAMES

WWW.CARVEDSTONELETTERS.CO.UK
PHONE: 01749 840 869 / 07966 366 816  EMAIL: andrew@carvedstoneletters.co.uk

MEMORIAL MASONRY
& RESTORATION

TRADITIONAL HAND
CARVED LETTERING

BESPOKE COMMISSIONS

We will work with you to sympathetically design, produce and install a personal 
memorial, either hand carved or engraved. Standing stones, lawn memorials and 

cremation tablets available in a wide range of slate, stone and granite.
We also offer headstone restoration services.
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Serving the communities of Ashwick, Binegar, Oakhill and surrounds 

Judith Derbyshire
01458 850 146       jd@purelyprobate.co.uk

Purely Probate Solicitors, Lower Farm Offices, West Bradley BA6 8LT

“After I have Gone” is an invaluable, practical handbook 
we give to all of our Will clients. It contains a number 
of questions to answer. For example, you will describe 
the type of funeral you would like, give details of your 
assets, and explain what should happen to your pets. 

Your executors and family will find it extremely helpful.

“Well done Judith.  You have done the world a big favour in 
producing a readable guide to a delicate subject”

Wills, Probate, Power of Attorney

A Practical Handbook for Organising your Affairs

E . EMERY & SONS
1 GLADSTONE VILLA , ASHWICK

Local Family - Independent Funeral Directors
Traditional & Non Traditional Funerals

Pre- Paid Funerals Can Be Arranged
Personal To Your Requirements

Home Visits    24 Hour Service    All Areas Covered 
Chapel Of Rest

Contact Jonathan and Jane on 01749 840350 
E-MAIL jbemery22@aol.com

mailto:jbemery22@aol.com
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Vinyl Records Wanted
Cash Paid

Ring Rob 07745 599522

MMeennddiipp  RRuurraall  SSeerrvviicceess  LLttdd  
Lawn Mower and Garden Machinery
Servicing, repairs, Repairs and sales

www.mendipruralservices.co.uk 
T: 07974 259766  Workshop: 07491 665290 

• Chainsaws made and sharpened • Logs for Sale
Springfield, Haydon Drove, Haydon, Wells, Somerset BA5 3EH

Home and Business
Training – Beginner to Advanced

Bespoke development
Data analysis

Andy Scott
01749 841 688

andy@oakgrid.co.uk
www.oakgrid.co.uk

Microsoft Excel
Home and Business

Training – Beginner to Advanced
Bespoke development

Data analysis
Andy Scott
01749 841 688

andy@oakgrid.co.uk
www.oakgrid.co.uk

Microsoft Excel

PETE BURR
GARDEN MAINTENANCE

Walling & Fencing
•

Turfing – Patios
•

Hedge Trimming
•

Site Clearance
•

Fully Insured Staff

Ring Pete for a free estimate
Mobile: 07813 087899

www.crossgardensalcombe.com

Tel: 01749 674077  Mob: 07974 259766
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Whatever the season, whatever the reason 
 we have the Solution from just £5 per week.  

 

    Starting a small business           House renovations                     
    Wholesale                                    Charity / not for profit  
    Air BnB                       Professional services 
    Archiving            Seasonal Storage  
    Retail stock              Camping/Sports equipment 

Why not contact our friendly team today on  
01749 715000   

or email  info@clearspaceselfstorage.com   

  Self storage isn’t just about  
   moving house! 

clearspaceselfstorage.com 

SPACE FOR LIFE 
            1 Mendip Avenue - Shepton Mallet   
                         Somerset BA44PE 
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J C Upholstery
Quality re-upholstery

Free estimates
1 Dye Lane, Oakhill, Radstock, 

BA3 5AJ
Free Quotations
Tel: 01749 840930

Out of Hours: 01761 434174

Pauls auto services
Electrical & 
Mechanical 

Repairs
Servicing

Welding
Fabrication
Minor Body 

Work
MOTs Arranged

Tel: 01749 841047 Mob: 07970480967

Kevin Grubb
Carpenter and Joiner

Building and property maintenance 
kwgjoinery.co.uk

kevin.grubb87@gmail.com
Tel: 07821005519

www.cerisephotography.co.uk
Rebecca Waters

For more information please look 
at my website or contact me on:-
01749 841282 or 07968 294876

Philippa Spearing Flowers

www.philippaspearing.vpweb.co.uk

01749 840202 
07768 738850 
bpspearing@gmail.com 

Weddings & Special Events 
Local, Seasonal Flowers 
where possible
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	  Rob Maher
Painter & Decorator
City & Guilds Qualified
Extensive Experience – Interior & Exterior

For a FREE estimate call:-
Mobile: 07745 599522  •  Evenings: 01749 671853

LOCAL ELECTRICIAN
PHIL BRIDGES ELECTRICAL

Reliable local electrician for all domestic, commercial and 
industrial installations

Tel: 01749 840821 Mob: 07527 843550
Email: phil.bridgesElectrical@hotmail.co.uk
For future reference cut out and keep by phone

NIC EIC Approved Contractor

PROPERTY HANDYMAN 
SERVICES AND REPAIRS
Home owners, residents, 
offices, businesses, letting 
agencies and landlords.

Fully insured and family run.

Contact us today for a free, 
no obligation quote.

JAMES ANDREWS

T: 0781 4759441 / 07800 895785

E: n.sage83@yahoo.co.uk
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Registered 
Osteopath

Trevenen Pascoe
BSc (Hons) Ost. Med. ND.

Structural and Cranial Osteopathy, 
Gentle effective treatment for the 

whole body.

42 High Street, 
Shepton Mallet, BA4 5AS

Tel: (01749) 342594

A weekly class of: 

Tai Chi
for better health

We have now resumed in person  
in Ashwick & Oakhill Village Hall.  

Please e-mail jo.webb@mbzonline.net 
if interested in joining.

"Tai Chi is an easy exercise and the best  
exercise you can do to improve your  

health and wellbeing."
Jo Webb is a qualified  

Volunteer Tai Chi Instructor
Limited numbers – booking essential 

contact Jo on 01749 342035
A suggested donation of £5 is requested to cover costs

tteell::  SShheeiillaa  0077996622  111111775588
0011774499  884411447722

eemmaaiill::  llaayyllaalleesstteerr@@hhoottmmaaiill..ccoomm

MMoobbiillee  HHaaiirrddrreesssseerr
aanndd  QQuuaalliiffiieedd  TThheerraappiisstt

MMaanniiccuurree  &&  PPeeddiiccuurree
MMaassssaaggee

Reflexology
Waxing

Eyelash Tinting & Eyebrow Shaping

Wedding Hair and Event 
Make-Up

tel: Sheila 07962 111758
01749 841472

email: sheilatokarski@gmail.com

Mobile Hairdresser
and

Qualified Therapist
Manicure & Pedicure

Hi, I’m Livi. I am a canine massage practitioner 
who has worked professionally with dogs for over 
6 years. I offer an holistic approach tailored to suit 
each individual dogs needs.  Alongside massage  
I provide Low Level Laser Therapy (LLLT), both offer 
an effective, gentle and non-invasive treatment.

Some conditions and post op injuries  which can 
benefit from massage and LLLT:

OA (osteoarthritis), Spondylosis, Hip/elbow  
dysplasia, Muscle injuries, Sporting injuries,  
post op cruciate ligament, luxating patella,  
Intervertebral disc herniation (slipped disc).

Please feel free to get in touch for an initial chat 
and see how we can help.

Please note: Vet consent is required prior to any 
treatment given.

t. 07976 546504 
e. info@livireesk9rehabilitation.co.uk
www.livireesk9rehabilitation.co.uk
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RED ROOM PRE-SCHOOL 
School House, High Street, 
 Chewton Mendip. BA3 4LL  

Ofsted EY313518,   Reg. Charity no. 1053784.   
 

Children aged 2-5 years 
Come and learn through play and having ‘fun’. 

At our Outstanding pre-school  
Open 7.45 am-4.00 pm every weekday during school term time.  
Funded places for 2 yr. olds and up to 30 hours for 3 yr. olds 

Contact Elaine Blackmore: 01761 240700  
  

 

 

www.masseywilcox.com
e-mail: enquiries@masseywilcox.com

Phone: 01761-232983
Fax: 01761-233184

Mendip District Council fund a not-for-profit 
loan scheme for homeowners and landlords*.

We understand the expense of maintaining 
your home and we work with you to take the 
stress out of funding repairs, improvements 

or adaptations.

We see you as an individual, not a credit 
score. Our knowledgeable team of advisers 

will guide you through the process of 
applying for a home improvement loan.

For a no-obligation assessment 
or more information visit 

www.lendology.org.uk or call 01823 461099

Heatherton Park Studios, Bradford on Tone, Taunton, TA4 1EU

*subject to eligibility

Need Car, Van or 4x4 Tyres?  
Why not try:

We pride ourselves on being agri  
specialists but we are here for everyone  

not just farmers. 
Numerous sizes in stock.  

All major brands available.
Free collection service for resident's  

of Beacon Parish. 
10% OAP discount. 

Tel: 07968 324829 or 
Email: admin@tuckstyres.co.uk

Need Car, Van or 4x4 Tyres? 
Why not try: 

We pride ourselves on being agri specialists but 
we are here for everyone not just farmers. 

Numerous sizes in stock. All major brands 
available. 

Free collection service for resident's of 
Beacon Parish. 

10% OAP discount. 

Tel: 07968324829 or 
Email: admin@tuckstyres.co.uk 
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Osborne 
Tree Services 

All aspects of tree surgery

Tree Shaping, Pollarding, 
Felling, Hedge Trimming, 

Stump Removal,  
Garden Clearance 

• Fully insured • 
•NPTC qualified • 

• National Certificate 
in Arboriculture •

Jody Osborne  
Greystones, Prestleigh Road, 

Evercreech, Somerset BA4 6JY  
07896 813934  

osbornetreeservices@hotmail.co.uk

ALEX
BOWN

Hedgelaying

 Hedgelaying

 Coppicing

 Scrub 
 Clearing

Tel: 01749 840598
Mob: 07813 006 919

Combe Garden Maintenance
Tree surgery – felling, limbing & topping

Chipping & log splitting

Large or small lawns mowed

Fencing contracting – all types

Groundworks & drainage – 11/2 tonne digger & driver

Fully qualified & insured • 30 years experience

Call Rick for a free quote:

07795 428242
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lodestoneproperty.co.uk

THE WELLS TEAM
MAKING HOMES HAPPEN

With over 200 years of property experience between 
us, our team have had plenty of practice opening new 

doors for clients. 

Through our dedicated sales team, sales progressor, 
local specialist viewing agents and an online global 

reach of over 100,000 a month, we are well placed to 
make your next home happen. 

Please call our Wells office if you would like further 
advice about the current market.

Rachel Badrick
Branch Manager

Lisa Cope
Sales Advisor

Rosa Clutterbuck
Lettings Manager

bruton@lodestoneproperty.co.uk
01749 605099

shaftesbury@lodestoneproperty.co.uk
01747 442577

wells@lodestoneproperty.co.uk
 01749 605088

 MJW ELECTRICAL 
 Industrial and Domestic  
Installations and Repairs               

 

Contact Michael on: 07887 724409  

: mjw.electrical@hotmail.co.uk 

 
MJW Electrical is a well established electrical contract company that has built up an 
enviable reputation over the last 35 years. We pride ourselves on our commitment 
to always provide a professional and speedy service, whilst maintaining the highest 

quality of work. 
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Chris Jackson
Traditional window cleaning
Fascias and gutters
BWCA Registered
DBS checked

07876 235490
cjwindows1@gmail.com

CJ Window Cleaning
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WE’LL RECOMMEND A SOLUTION 
THAT SUITS YOU, NOT US
That means we listen to your needs, take on board your wants 
and, very importantly, take into account your budget. We can
then advise you on the best way to go; whether that be a 
complete bespoke garage, top of the range automated door, 
a basic up and over or simply a repair.

So with direct access to the top manufacturers, a huge stock 
of spare parts for all makes and our own teams of experienced 
engineers, you can be assured of the result you want.

Trading Standards Approved Trader

Call Debbie or Nicola on 01761 419999 
Showroom: Radstock Rd, Midsomer Norton, BA3 2AD
www.sdsgaragedoors.co.uk 

For details of our pre-fab buildings please 
visit: www.sdsconcretegarages.co.uk

GARAGE DOOR & PRE-FABRICATED 
BUILDING SPECIALISTS

 

 The Most Thorough Cleaning 
You’ve Ever Seen Or Its Free!! 

 Carpets Advanced Low Moisture System. 
Superb results and dry in as little as 30mins! 
Your neighbours will think you’ve got new. 
 

Upholstery Fabric and leather upholstery 
can look like new and smell fresh again. 
 
 

Oriental & Area Rugs Off site cleaning 
facility for superior results. Free Collection & 
Delivery. 
Hard Flooring Restorative  
cleaning, sealing and re-polishing 
of Natural Stone, Ceramic &  
Porcelain Tiles & Grout, Wood,  
Vinyl etc. Re-polishing of  
limestone, travertine and marble. 
Floors, worktops, vanity units,  
showers and bathrooms.     
 

What We Give Others Can’t 
 
 

* Value For Money – You get what you 
pay for. We may not be cheapest, (we won’t 
use the tricks necessary to be so!) 

*  Accurate Appointment Times  
    No more waiting around!  10 or more mins 

late, we ring ahead. 
 

* 100% Money Back Guarantee We 
are not perfect! If a spot re-appears or you’re 
unhappy, we’ll return and re-clean free. If 
you are still unhappy, your payment will not 
be accepted. 

 

Free, Friendly Advice  
TLC (Bath) Ltd, Unit 33,  
Old Mills, Paulton BS39 7SU 
www.tlcbath.co.uk 
 

 
01761 
235600 
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DEVELOPERS

Carpentry & Building
Phone: 01749 841022

Free Quotations

Woodwork
Shop
Facilities

Hellebore Gardens
Garden Design, Maintenance 
and Advice

Mendip and North Somerset

Matthew Dunn
Horticulturalist / 
RHS qualifications 
helleboregardens@gmail.com 
07878663290

All aspects of roofing, ridges, repointing
•

Cleaning gutters inside and out
• 

Painting and decorating interior  
and exterior 

•
Cleaning windows inside and out

And all other jobs can be taken
For a free estimate please call:  

07729 959234
Email: smith1992shane@hotmail.com
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A P R Smith & H G Wareham is an appointed representative of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited. 
And an introducer to NFU Mutual Select Investments Limited, a member of the NFU Mutual group of companies.

*Accidental damage covered for an additional premium. Limits and exclusions apply.

9 OUT OF 10 
CUSTOMERS RENEW 
WITH US EACH YEAR
Our home insurance replaces contents new for old 
if damaged beyond repair* – just one of the many 
reassuring features we include as standard.

To find out more, talk to us today about your 
home insurance needs. 

Call your local Bath agency on:  
01761 239382

Drystone wall specialist

DSWA certified – Patrick Houchen

All types of stone walling undertaken

01963 371123 
www.yenstonewalling.co.uk

Yenstone Walling & Landscaping
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Financial advice of true family value

Tel: 01761 202035
Email: zac.cambourne@sjpp.co.uk
www.zaccambourne.co.uk

Zac Cambourne

I provide a comprehensive wealth management 
service, offering specialist face-to-face advice 
tailored to you. My services include:

• Investment Planning   • Inheritance Tax Planning
• Retirement Planning   • Intergenerational Planning

For further details please contact:

H2SJP28802 05/18

Packages Available
 Two Facial areas £34

Hollywood & Underarm arms £80  

Laser hair removal is here 
Do you have unwanted hair?

Northern Lights Beauty in Stoke ST Michael.  

Offer 
Basic £30

Higher Bikini £40
Hollywood/ Brazilian £55

Offer 
 Underarms £30

Forearm £30

Consultations are required prior to treatment, £15 

Price is per session and a minimum of 6 is required, Pay at each session or as a lump sum.  unsuitable for Vellus or Grey hair. 

Offer only valid If your consultation is taken  before end of October and treatment has started before end of  Nov  2022.    

Mobile :07834244582 Email: Claire@northernlightsbeauty.co.uk

Micro Areas
Chin £19
Lip £19

Sideburns £19
 

Basic £39 
Higher Bikini £50  

Hollywood/ Brazilian £69  

Underarms £39
Forearm £39   
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The editors cannot be held responsible for the accuracy of any of the editorial or advertising  
content reproduced in The Beacon. The views and beliefs expressed in this magazine are not 

necessarily those of The Editorial Team.

Hon Editorial Team
magazine@beacontrinity.church

Pam and Peter Dennis with Lee Linford

Hon Magazine Treasurer - Peter Dennis
9 The Acorns Little London, Oakhill, BA3 5BT 

Tel: 840526

Sponsored by Ashwick Parish Council and Binegar & Gurney Slade 
Parish Council, Massey Wilcox, Morris & Perry, LKAB Minerals

 

 

CONTACTS 
Ministers 
Priest in charge - Rev’d Richard Priestley 
01749 840239 / vicar@beacontrinity.church 
The Rectory, Fosse Rd. Oakhill BA3 5HU 
 
Pioneer Community Priest - Rev’d Mandy Priestley 
01749 840239 
 
Reader/Minister - Mrs. Kirsteen Heselton 
01749 840550 / meadowfield6@hotmail.co.uk 
 
Curate - Rev’d Rich Miles - curate@beacontrinity.church 
… 
 
Safeguarding Officer 
Branden Heselton : 01749 840550 / branden.7@hotmail.co.uk 
 
Parish Church contacts 
 
Binegar  Patsy Scadding 841163 / patsy411@icloud.com 
 
Ashwick Caroline Stevens 840170 / warrenfarm@talktalk.net 
 
Oakhill  Robin Perry 841379 / rperryoil@aol.com 
 
Treasurer 
Philip Belben 840626 / philip@axeside.co.uk 
The Chapel, Maitland Close, Nettlebridge BA3 5AA 

St. James, Ashwick 
Holy Trinity, Binegar 
All Saints, Oakhill 

A beacon of welcome, acceptance and hope 
centred on Jesus. 
A beacon of welcome, acceptance and hope centred on Jesus.

CONTACTS

Ministers: 
 Richard Priestley: vicar@beacontrinity.church / 01749 840239 
 Mandy Priestley

Safeguarding Officer: 
 Liz Wombwell safeguarding@beacontrinity.church

Parish Church Wardens:
Ashwick  Rachael Norris: 07787 131074 
 Caroline Stevens: 01749 840170

Binegar  Patsy Scadding: 01749 841163 
 David Stone: 01749 840300

Oakhill  Peter Dennis: 01749 840526

Parish Treasurer: 
  treasurer@beacontrinity.church

Parish Secretary: 
 Diana Marshall: secretary@beacontrinity.church

Magazine Editorial Team: 
  magazine@beacontrinity.church 

This publication has been designed using resources from Freepik.com and Pixabay.com.  
Snowflake illustrations (p2, 3, 4, 5, 9, 12, 13, 36) by coolvector on Freepik;  

Happy New Year illustration (p7) by rawpixel.com on Freepik; 
ying yang illustration (p26) from Pixabay.com.


